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Friday Evenings in the Café   

Every Friday evening, between 7 – 9, we are treated to musical entertainment, from local bands, in 
the Café.  Our growing number of musicians include singers and instrumentalists who offer us an 
assortment of folk, rock’n’roll, blues, both their own compositions, and covers.  On the first Friday 
of the month, Brumside Radio hosts an open mic evening, then on the other Fridays the bands are 
rotated.  If there is a fifth Friday in the month, it is given over to our blues duo.            

 

 

Look out for the monthly lists in Outlook and Saints Alive! (see boxes below for the line-ups for 
October and November – correct at time of going to print).                                                                  

There are also announcements on Brumside Radio: https://brumsideradio.com/. 

All welcome!  The bar is open for drinks and light refreshments.                                                             
There is a box for donations towards the cost of hiring the Café. 

Any musicians who would like a performance slot, email allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com or 
come and see the bar staff any Friday evening. 

 

                   All Saints Café:  Keeping music live 

  

 

Fridays in November 
 
6th    I’m Homeless, 

‘Get Me Out of Here’ 
(Brumside Community Radio Open Mic) 

 
13th    Dog Walker Band / 

King of Spain 

20th    Voices / Nyckeltina 
 

27th    Clare & Ben Noakes: 
Show Songs & Christmas Cheer 

 

Fridays in October 
 
2nd    I’m Homeless, 

‘Get Me Out of Here’ 
(Brumside Community Radio Open Mic) 

 
9th    Strings and Things 

 
16th    Café4 

 
23rd    Mad Moll 

 
30th    No event 

 
 

https://brumsideradio.com/
mailto:allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com


 
  

From the vicarage 
  
Dear friends and neighbours, 
 
Hoarding or helping? 
 
There’s no doubt it’s a good feeling when your wood store is full, or you unload a food shop and see 
the fridge and cupboard well stocked, or preserve summer fruits to be enjoyed through winter. It is 
primeval. We should not apologise for it. At best it is a stirring of profound gratitude and 
acknowledges human vulnerability and resilience, the precarious grace of existence, yet also the 
tenacity of humanity. 
 
This Harvest, we remember Jesus’ story of a wealthy landowner whose crops were so abundant that 
he couldn’t store it all (Luke 12:13-21). He tore down his barns and built bigger ones, congratulating 
himself heartily. ‘Relax, eat, drink, and be merry,’ he told himself, knowing that he had enough for 
many years. The joke was, he died that night and God teased him, saying: ‘What good is all that 
wealth now?’ 
 
But even before his sudden death, that man is a tragic figure. He’s all: ‘Me, me, me. My, my, my.’ 
Jesus shows him talking only to himself, about himself. That it does not occur for a moment that he 
might share any of his abundant grain shows the rich man’s utter poverty of relationship. He’s as 
isolated as can be. He has chosen to isolate himself. 
 
His complacency is far from the tender reassurance of that primeval thankfulness. As Creationtide 
draws to a close, we who dwell in a prosperous country, protected from so many immediate threats 
and distanced from the production of food, have to admit the risk of complacency. We may have to 
exercise our heart muscles to ensure hardness of heart does not set in. As a nation, running an 
economy on the assumption of perpetual growth is another manifestation of complacency. It’s an 
assumption of entitlement that has cost the planet and probably future generations dear. If God 
called the man who built bigger barns and congratulated himself a ‘fool’, what might he call us? 
 
Let us inhabit autumn with thankful hearts that tend towards connection, sharing, speaking less of 
‘I’ than ‘we’; taking more pleasure in ‘us’ than ‘me’. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

David 
 

A reminder that you can sign up for the regular All Saints newsletter here: 
 

https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4 
 

https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4


 
  

 



 
  

Café updates 
 
All Saints Community Café is now owned by Dave Priday (left) with Ewa 
Bogusz  as manager (see interview overleaf). Dave has refreshed the Café 
with new decoration and it now has a Birmingham music theme. 
 
To celebrate the music of Birmingham he commissioned artist Macer Weller to design a tribute to 
Birmingham’s music heritage. 
 
Featured are nine Birmingham legends: 
 

• Steve Gibbons of the Steve Gibbons Band (a 1970s legend), who is shown signing his portrait 
in the photo on the right. 

• Roy Wood of the Move and Wizzard. 
• Ozzy Osbourne and Tony Iommi of Black Sabbath. 
• Toyah Wilcox (born in Kings Heath), solo artist. 
• Bev Bevan of the Move, Black Sabbath and ELO; also Jeff 

Lynne of ELO. 
• Ali Cambell and Astro of UB40. 

 
Dave said there were many others he could have included, such 
as the Moody Blues, Chicken Shack, Duran Duran, Ocean Colour 
Scene, Stevie Winwood and the Trevor Burton Band. He hopes, given time, to put up one or two 
more murals and perhaps extend it other Brummies in the arts such as poet Benjamin Zephaniah. 
 

The All Saints Community Café is open from 8:30am to 
2:30pm Monday to Friday, and also on Saturdays 
when there are events on the Village Square. On the 
first Friday of every month there is an open mic 
rock/blues session in aid of the charity I’m Homeless, 
‘Get Me Out of Here’. The session runs 7-10pm; 
admission free. There is music in the Café every Friday 
night – see the ad on the inside front cover for the 
latest listings. 
 
Des Workman 

 

 
From the registers 
 

 

 

 

We remember: 
Charles ‘Charlie’ Rabone, whose funeral took place at All Saints on 25 September 



 
  

Getting to know you – Ewa Bogusz 
Ewa is the manager of the All Saints campus’s Café on the Square – many thanks to Lindsey 
Hammond for interviewing Ewa for the magazine. 
 
Can you tell me a little bit about yourself? 
My name is Ewa Bogusz. I come from Poland. I moved to England 
over 20 years ago with my boyfriend, and after two years we 
decided to get married. We've got two children, aged 16 and 14. 
We live in Kings Heath, and I manage Café on the Square with 
Dave Priday (the Café owner). 
 
Can you tell me how you got involved with the Café at All Saints? 
11 years ago I was offered a job in the Café by Margaret Healey-
Pollett. At the time, I worked in the city centre in the hospitality 
sector but this was so much closer to my home, so I took the job. 
I started part-time, and after a few months I became a full-time 
member of staff.  
 
In the course of the week, can you tell us about who comes into the Café?  
It depends on the day and depends on the weather. Sometimes we have very quiet days, but 
sometimes we are very busy. It also depends on events – whether we’ve got anything in the hall or 
on the Square, for example the Farmers’ Market. We’ve got a few regular groups: every Wednesday 
a mental health support group meets in the Café; every Thursday morning Fox Hollies School brings 
a group of students with additional needs to the Café for social time. We do music nights every 
Friday. We also work with the All Saints Youth Project, and we always cater for them if they put on 
any events. This is an inclusive café where all are welcome.  
 
Who else works on the staff team? 
We have a fantastic team of about 10 volunteers with a wide range of skills, some of whom have 
additional needs. All volunteers have training and they do a food safety certificate. They are 
absolutely brilliant and I couldn’t do it without them. They’re here every single day and they help 
me from opening until closing. They cook, serve food, clean and chat to our customers and help 
them too. 

What are the most popular food items that 
you sell here? 
All our food is homemade. The most popular 
items, I would say, are hot sandwiches, jacket 
potatoes and soup. We also do cakes, and 
again everything is homemade. One of our 
volunteers used to work as a baker. She joined 
us and makes beautiful cakes. 
 
What other catering services do you offer?  
We've already done a few parties, birthday 
parties, and a leavers’ party for Fox Hollies 
School as well. If anybody wants to order 
cakes, cold sandwiches, salads and other 
food, we're always happy to provide them. 



 
  

We can cater for on-site occasions, eg wedding receptions and funeral teas. We can also provide 
food for off-site events. 
 
What do you enjoy about running Café on the Square? 
I love being here. I think the best thing is that, at the end of the day, you feel that you’ve done 
something good. Because we're not only serving food; we're also talking to customers. Sometimes 
they need help. 
 
For example, one of our customers lost his bus pass. He couldn’t sort it out on his own, so we helped 
him make the phone calls, and complete and send off the forms. He was really happy when he got 
it back. 
 
Beyond family and working in the Café, what else do you enjoy doing? 
I love going for walks, cycling, and gardening. 
 
What’s your favourite food? 
I love Polish food, but I also enjoy English dishes like a roast dinner. I can definitely recommend 
pierogi, a typical Polish dish – these are dumplings and we put different fillings in them. You can have 
savoury ones or sweet ones with fruit. 
 
In addition to the Friday night music evenings, what other plans have you and Dave got for the 
Café?  
We would like to develop the catering side more. We’d also love more people to book our café for 
birthday parties and other small parties. And definitely more regular groups, eg book or knitting 
groups. All ideas welcome.  
 
Is there anything else that you’d like to say about the Café? 
Everyone is welcome to come and say hello and try our cake and coffee. 
  

Get involved…! 
 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for the magazine –  
including reports and reflections, reviews and recommendations,  
and hearing about activity across the church campus and beyond. 

 

This is your magazine – the broader the range of contributors  
and of topics covered, the more interesting it will be!  

 

If you have any comments, suggestions, ideas for articles  
or would like to submit something for inclusion in a future issue,  

please contact Benjamin & Clare Noakes, Editors: 
 

E: magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org       T: 07967 730156 / 07929 593097 
 

mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

The achievements of the Imperial, later the Commonwealth, 
War Graves Commission 

 
 

As part of Remembrance week this year, Jim Andrew will give an illustrated talk about the 
organisation set up during the First World War to build cemeteries and memorials to those 

who died in the services. The cemeteries are in the style of a country garden with flowers and 
trimmed lawns. They are places of quiet reflection on the lives lost and the peace restored. 

 

 
 

Included in the talk we discuss what the commission does, 
how it was set up and why those killed in action were not returned to their country of origin; 

look at the headstones; and include the stories of some local servicemen who died 
including John Savage, who died in 1914 and is remembered on memorials at 
All Saints Church, St Agnes’ Church, Stratford-upon-Avon’s memorial and 

the Transport Memorial in Billesley. 
 

Saturday 14 November, 3pm, All Saints Church. 
 

Tickets just £5 including tea, coffee and cake 
available from All Saints Community Café or pay on the door. 

 

 
  



 
  

Who lies beneath? 
– questions answered!  

 
For their participation in Birmingham Heritage Week 2026, the Archive 
Group chose to research All Saints’ burial records and some of those families 
commemorated on the remaining legible memorials in the Square. 
 
The resulting exhibition covered a wide range of topics, from graphs identifying the high level of 
infant mortality in the 19th century to family trees, photographs and details of local family 
‘dynasties’. The impact of the opening of Brandwood End Cemetery in 1899, the Anglican Church’s 
recognition of cremation and the reasons behind the decisions to lay all the headstones flat in 1948 
were all explored.  
 
The event attracted over a hundred visitors during the day. In addition to browsing the exhibition 
they enjoyed wandering the graveyard trail in the Square, guided tours of the church and a ‘Living 
History’ presentation re-enacting the controversy which rose over the decision to lay the headstones 
flat. 
 
Some visitors just came in by chance for a quick look while others had specifically chosen to visit All 
Saints from amongst the many heritage venues open that day. As ever there were several comments 
from local people who had never been inside the church before and were hugely impressed by its 
architecture as well as the exhibition. The reaction throughout the day was extremely positive and 
the Archive Group members were very pleased with the outcome. 
 
This event could not have happened without the co-operation and support of many people. Huge 
thanks go to all of the many volunteers who contributed in any way. Your support is very much 
appreciated. Thank you! 
 
Marion Wilson & Vivien Thickett 

 

                                              



 
  

Spotlight on the Centre 
 
Next year, 2027, marks 30 years since a Reordering Conference at All Saints led to the concept of an 
All Saints Centre, a facility for the community, becoming an ambition.    
 
Over the next few months, a series of articles will shine a spotlight on this valuable facility, exploring 
the services it delivers to the wider local community, 30 years after the Conference gave birth to the 
concept and 20 years since the first stone was laid.   
 
Background 
After a forward-looking review of its Visions and Values in 1997, the All Saints community, led by 
The Revd John Wilkinson, formally committed to delivering to their belief that ‘worship and care for 
community go hand in hand’. It was recognised that new facilities were needed in order to deliver 
this more fully. This vision became a reality through the extraordinary dedication and commitment 
of a determined group of people and clergy. A myriad of challenges and funding obstacles were 
overcome in order to deliver the original All Saints Centre in 2007 and yet more challenges for its 
extension, which was finally completed in 2025. 
 
Managed by the All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC), the Centre now successfully 
accommodates doctors, dentists, podiatrists, CircusMASH for the adventurous and agile, the Café 
on the Square for everyone; and within the All Saints family, The Robin Centre for older people and, 
the largest group of all, the All Saints Youth Project which offers support and activities to young 
people and their families. Many local groups from choirs to exercise classes also hire the Centre’s 
excellent spaces on a regular basis. 
 
Each of these areas merit recognition for their contribution to the community and this series of 
articles seeks to highlight just a few reasons why. 
 
All Saints Youth Project (ASYP)  
It is impossible to do justice to the work of the Youth Project (which works under 
the company and charity All Saints Community Projects, ASCP) in a short article, 
but in summary, ASYP supports young people aged between 10 and 19 (25 years 
with additional needs) and older people with learning disabilities. Services offered 
include youth club sessions, special projects based on music or crafts, workshops on issues important 

to young people, eg internet safety, sessions for LGBT+ 
young people and summer holiday schemes. Most 
importantly it offers a safe and welcoming environment 
for vulnerable young people and for their parents or 
carers.  Many people have benefited from family 
support sessions and counselling and the Inclusion+ 
group offers valuable support and experiences for 
young adults with learning disabilities. 
 
A new registration system is monitoring the number of 
sessions and visitors to ASYP and attendance at the 
various sessions. The numbers are impressive and 

illustrate what an important service is being offered. Between January and August this year over 700 
different people attended at least one of the 1,011 sessions on offer. Total attendances across all 
sessions during the period was over 5,200. 



 
  

These encouraging figures demonstrate the huge need to which ASYP is responding and also that its 
clients feel it is worth coming back for more. The work of the experienced and dedicated staff is 
highly valued. Comments from parents who attended the summer family fun days were very 
positive: ‘Brilliant, inclusive and fun for everyone’; ‘memories to last a lifetime’; ‘absolutely amazing’, 
and ‘it was incredible – we will be back’ were typical responses. Analysis of postcodes demonstrates 
that many clients are coming from the 
more deprived areas of our community 
and ASYP is being found by those who 
need it most.  
 
Mary Miles, a founding member and 
current chair of ASYP, is proud of what 
has been achieved but not at all 
complacent. ‘There is always more to 
be done. The need is growing, costs 
have increased and raising the 
significant amount of funding to run the 
Youth Project is getting harder and harder. The fundraising group is constantly bidding for more 
money and balancing what we can offer against what we can afford is a continual challenge. 
However, we have a great team of experienced staff, a dedicated board and good facilities. Being 
part of the family of All Saints and with the support of the All Saints community we will continue to 
deliver our services which are vitally important to so many families.’ 
 
Marion Wilson 
 
 
 

World War Two memorial 
 
On behalf of the All Saints Archive Group I am currently doing research on the World War Two 
memorial. This is very different from the World War One memorial that is inside the church. The 
original memorial was paid for by local subscription and placed in the old Kings Heath Royal British 
Legion Club. When this closed the memorial was moved to its current position behind the 
calvary/cross by volunteers. There are 69 names on the memorial representing every part of the 
armed forces. They served all over the world making the ultimate sacrifice. A number were killed in 
accidents here in the UK. My early research has unearthed some very sad stories, including a father 
and son who died in the first few weeks of the war. William Charles Wadsworth had served in World 
War One and was a member of the Home Guard. He drowned trying to rescue a colleague who had 
fallen into the River Severn in November 1939. A month earlier his son, Alfred Henry Wadsworth, 
was killed when the warship HMS Royal Oak was sunk by a German submarine. He was a Boy Sailor 
aged only 16.  
 
I would like to speak to anyone who was involved in moving the monument (it must have been        
very heavy!). I would also like to speak to any member of the All Saints community who                            
has knowledge of anyone named on the memorial – perhaps there might be relatives? If you             
know me by sight you can catch me after one of the services. Alternatively you can email me on 
ian.binnie1@btinternet.com. 
 
Ian Binnie 

mailto:ian.binnie1@btinternet.com


 
  

Accessing and paying for the magazine 
 

The Saints Alive! magazine is available in digital form on the All Saints website at 
https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications,with hard copies available to pick up from the 
back of church each month. The suggested donation for each issue is £1, but cost should not be a 
barrier to anyone in the church reading the magazine in either online or printed form. Cash donations 
can continue to be made via the slot at the back of church; alternatively a standing order can be set 
up to pay in advance for a year’s-worth (10 issues) of the magazine – please see the form below – or 
a cheque made payable to All Saints Kings Heath PCC can be sent to the Parish Office (address is on 
the back page). The form gives the individual the ability for their payment to go towards one of three 
areas – please select the General Purpose Fund (GPF) and delete the other two. The church’s Charity 
Commission Number is 1145723. Finally, if you or someone you know would like a copy of the 
magazine posting out each month then please contact us as below to arrange this. 
 

Benjamin & Clare Noakes                          magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org 
Editors           07967 730156 / 07929 593097 
 

 
 
If you bank online, you will be able to use the details below to set up a standing order: 
 

Name:  The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church Account no: 71801163 
Reference: GPF (magazine)      Sort code: 40-11-15 
 

If you have any problems or questions about setting this up, or the church’s finances in general, please 
contact Steve Brittle, Treasurer on 01905 772171 or zena_steveb@btinternet.com. 

https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications
mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:zena_steveb@btinternet.com


 
  

High days and holy days 

Music matters 
 
Our busiest time of the year is fast approaching! Rehearsals will begin next month for the Carols by 
Candlelight services, which will take place at 4pm and 6:30pm on Sunday 20 December; and there 
will be other opportunities for carol singing and making music around Advent and over the festive 
season. 
 
More details will be published via the newsletter later this month and in the next magazine, but if 
you are interested in joining us for the carol services, or for any other musical activity in church, then 
do please contact us as below. 
 
There are also still a couple of opportunities available for members of the congregation to participate 
in music-choosing discussions on the evenings of Tuesday 20 October and Sunday 20 November. If 
you are interested in coming over to our house to help plan the following month’s music over pizza 
and a glass of wine then please do sign up on the sheet at the back of church, or again contact us for 
more information.  
 

Benjamin & Clare Noakes                           music@allsaintschurchkh.org 
Music Co-ordinators          07967 730156 / 07929 593097 
 
 

 
 

 
24 October – Felix of Thibiuca, the man who would not give up his Bible 
Do you value your Bible? If so, Felix of Thibiuca is a good patron saint for you. The year was 303, and 
Diocletian was emperor in Rome. In February of that year he decided that Christians were not a good 
thing. So he issued an edict: all copies of the Christian Scriptures and all liturgical books were to be 
surrendered and burnt. Diocletian had decided to ‘wind up’ this upstart religion. 
 
The persecution began in Rome. By June of that year, the edict had reached North Africa, and 
Thibiuca, where Felix was bishop. Felix was arrested and interrogated. Yes, he said, he did have a 
copy of the Scriptures. No, he said, he would not hand them over. Felix was a highly respected 
bishop, and even the authorities were loath to take immediate action against him. So they gave him 
three days’ grace to see sense and back down. But Felix prayed and became only more certain that 
this was a conflict between the commandments of God and the commandments of humans. 
 
At the end of the three days Felix was referred to the proconsul. He still refused to hand over his 
Scriptures. His last words in public were memorable: ‘God, I thank you. I have passed 56 years in this 
world. I have preserved my chastity; I have observed the Gospels; I have preached the faith and the 
truth. Lord God of heaven and earth, Jesus Christ, I bend my neck as a sacrifice for you, who abides 
for ever.’ He was condemned to be beheaded at Carthage, and became one of the first martyrs to 
die under Diocletian. Needless to say, Diocletian did not succeed in destroying the Scriptures. Today 
there are hundreds of millions of copies around the world and this month, Sunday 23 October, 
Christians will thank God for the Scriptures when they celebrate Bible Sunday. 
 
(adapted from www.parishpump.co.uk) 

 

mailto:music@allsaintschurchkh.org
http://www.parishpump.co.uk/


 
  

From the PCC 
 
Since the last full report in Saints Alive!, there has been one meeting of the PCC on 15 September. 
The following is a résumé of the points discussed at the meeting: 
 
Finance:  
Current situation: Our treasurer, Steve Brittle, provided for the meeting a copy of the income and 
expenditure assessment, the balance sheet and the average planned giving assessment for the 
church accounts to the end of August 2026.  
 
He gave an oversight review of the salient points of this information: 
 
Expenditure: He reported that expenditure to the end of August since the beginning of the year was 
circa £92.4K. 
 
He pointed out a few details relating to expenditure as follows: 
 

• Worship costs: These were marginally higher than predicted. 
• Music: This was higher than predicted due to a recent copyright payment being made. 
• Utilities: He commented that the cost for utilities was significantly lower than expected. This 

is being helped by ongoing checks that are being made which have confirmed that both the 
gas and electricity companies (which are providing the power as part of the Church of 
England’s ‘Energy Basket’ based on bulk buying) are using actual smart meter readings, so 
costs are realistic. 

• Common Fund: The treasurer commented that payment of the Common Fund was above 
budget as a result of the recent bequest of £44.7K of which £4K had been donated to the 
diocese based on the PCC’s decision to pay 10% of any bequest received over £1K to the 
diocese as an offer of good faith, and also to help support less well-off parishes. 

 
Income: He reported that income to the end of August was circa £135.7K but did include a bequest 
of circa £44.7K which, excluding the bequest, amounted to £91K which meant that at this time the 
account was in deficit to the tune of circa £1.1K excluding the bequest. The account was showing 
improvement as the year progressed which was typical as expenditure tends to be greater in the 
earlier part of the year. 
 
Analysing the makeup of income to the end of August, the following was noted: 
 

• Fees: These well exceeded predicted. 
• Dividends/interest: Increased significantly beyond that predicted mainly from the CCLA 

investments as a result of the recent £44.7K bequest which had been invested in this account. 
• Photocopier/printing: While photocopier costs were approximately ‘on par’, he had not 

received any money from the various organisations on the site for some time. The matter to 
be investigated to assess the current situation. 

• Regular giving: The average monthly giving for the last 12 months compared with the average 
for the previous 12 months had increased greatly by about £244 more per month on average 
received. The treasurer was pleased to note that more members of the congregation were 
now giving via the Parish Giving Scheme. 



 
  

Balance sheet: He pointed out that money is currently being held in two bank accounts and also in 
the CCLA investments. 
 
Liabilities: He commented that the Vicar’s Discretionary Fund and Memorial Garden fund both had 
significant amounts in. 
 
Overall net worth: The treasurer reported that overall, at the end of August 2026, the church balance 
net worth was circa £246.3K, but as reported previously did include the as yet unpaid long-term loan 
of circa £170K to the Development Company with no specific repayment date. 
 
Safeguarding: Our Parish Safeguarding Officer, Paul Collins, provided a report for the meeting. The 
following points were among those raised in the report: 
 
DBS: DBS certification at All Saints is up to date.  
 
Safeguarding training: Some people have recently completed their safeguarding training and 
everyone else is receiving reminders. 
 
Safeguarding Hub: The Parish Safeguarding Hub will be fully loaded with data about roles and 
individuals by Christmas. For almost everybody it is compulsory. 
 
Safeguarding action plan: Paul has tabulated an action plan with priorities and status to assist him 
to manage all aspects of safeguarding on the site. 
 
Wider safeguarding aspects: Paul recommended that a review our safeguarding practices more 
widely is undertaken, together with the help of the PCC and others as an ongoing task. He has also 
arranged to meet designated safeguarding leads on a regular basis to discuss various aspects of 
safeguarding. 
 
Incidents: Since the last meeting a small number of specific safeguarding concerns about individuals 
have been raised within the ‘church’ section of All Saints and these have been dealt with. 
 
General: Paul asked that he is advised of any safeguarding problems or queries and is kept up to date 
on anyone’s training status. Individuals should keep track of their own safeguarding training status 
and encourage others in their group. 
 
Cross-site safeguarding meeting: This had just taken place and Paul reported that it did not raise any 
significant issues. 
 
Churchwarden’s report: Our churchwarden, John Wallace-Howell, provided a report for the 
meeting. In summary, the following points were noted: 
 
PA system and loop system: These have now been overhauled and hopefully will function as 
required. There is still an intermittent hum but the cause is yet to be found. 
 
Eco Church/the building: Ways are being explored of improving the church’s green footprint to take 
advantage of some funding from the £3K decarbonisation fund currently on offer from the Church 
of England. 



 
  

Carols by Candlelight services: John is preparing a plan and risk assessment to aid safety aspect 
during these services. 
 
Articles of Enquiry from the archdeacon: John is liaising David, our vicar, in completing this annual 
questionnaire from the diocese. 
 
Deanery Synod Report: Margaret Andrew, one of our Deanery Synod representatives, provided a 
report for the meeting. 
 
She reported that the most recent meeting was on 17 June at St Francis Church, Bournville. The 
keynote speaker was The Revd Dr Al Barrett, Vicar of St Philip & St James, Hodge Hill, whose subject 
was ‘What are we talking about when we’re talking about mission?’. 
 
He discussed various things that can be obstacles to growth and engagement, notably about 
insecurities: church, local, national and global. 
 
Margaret said that the meeting was well attended and there was much discussion after the 
presentation. The next meeting is scheduled to be at Ascension Stirchley on 21 October. 
 
Reordering: David said that the next meeting of the Group was scheduled to be held on in 
September. A specification was being drawn up of proposals. 
 
They were currently investigating any proposals that could take account of the £3K Church 
Decarbonisation Fund. Solar panels on the south facing roof of the church were still ‘in the frame’. 
One constraint may be that the Grade II listing of the church may be problematic in this being 
acceptable. 
 
Generosity Team: David reported that arrangements for the first meeting of the team since its 
presentation at the May PCC meeting were in progress. 
 
Lunch Club: David reported that there had been no specific responses to his message in the recent 
copy of the church newsletter regarding Lunch Club. 
 
One suggestion received from a member of the congregation was for a memory café that they had 
seen advertised on a notice board on a recent visit to Cornwall. The café invited local people who 
had mild memory loss or thought that they might have something happening to their memory 
beyond normal to discuss with other similar people and possibly include experts in the field in the 
discussion. It could work in conjunction with The Robin Centre. 
 
It is understood that a café for Alzheimer’s is run in Studley. 
 
Giving to good causes: The Justice, Peace and Green Group has been asked to give consideration to 
the charities currently supported annually by All Saints. The total amount donated in 2025 was £7K. 
 
Christmas charities: Following the discussion regarding giving to good causes, David asked that 
members give some consideration to which three charities to support from donations during the 
Christmas services for discussion at the next PCC meeting in November. 
 
The Robin Centre update: Des Workman, one of The Robin Centre board members, said that the 
Centre was having financial difficulties because there were not enough clients using the facility to 
break even on costs. It needed an average per day of 14 clients but is getting fewer than this. 



 
  

It is possible that the weekly charge of £70, which was somewhere in between the maximum and 
minimum being charged locally by similar organisations, was causing people to think twice about 
using the facility. 
 
The Centre has also stopped paying for taxis to bring clients and this may be having an adverse effect 
on numbers attending. 
 
It is getting a few referrals from Birmingham City Council, but social services have cut costs in several 
ways and no longer has an office. All staff currently work from home and online. 
 
To cut daily costs, the board had reluctantly had to make the deputy manager redundant. 
 
The board currently has four members but does not have a treasurer. It could do with at least two 
more trustees on the board as well as a treasurer. 
 
It is a shame that the Centre is in this situation as it gets a lot of compliments for the level of care 
and has also won awards. 
 
Fixing for cross in the Village Square: A suggestion has been made for an improved ground fixing for 
the large wooden cross erected after the Good Friday Walk of Witness in the Village Square. 
 
The suggestion is that a bespoke steel housing that the cross could easily be slotted into be 
manufactured and mounted in a concrete surround for stability. It could also be fitted with a 
removable or hinged lockable cover when not in use. The existing hole would be filled and the grass 
reinstated. The new fixing would eliminate the existing trip hazard. 
 
EpiPens: It was reported that Benedict’s Law came into force at the beginning of the month 
regarding the use of EpiPens/nasal sprays. These provide a means of reducing the risk of a serious 
incident; for instance, for a person allergic to nuts suddenly getting an adverse reaction and possibly 
dying. 
 
There had been an incident where Benedict, who was a young lad at school, had died because his 
school had locked his EpiPen in a cupboard and it couldn’t be accessed in time to save his life. Nasal 
sprays are for youngsters under six years old. 
 
Consideration is being given to having these easily available on the site in a suitable location. 
 
Bishop Michael visit: David reported that Bishop Michael was scheduled to visit the church on 
Sunday 22 November. More information to be forthcoming in due course. 
 
Next meetings: These are scheduled as follows: 
 
SC: 20 October, 8 December 2026; 16 February, 21 April, 15 June 2027. 
PCC: 17 November 2026; 19 January, 16 March, 18 May, 20 July 2027. 
 
Tony Cocks 
PCC Secretary 



 
  

Who’s Who 

 

Worship (for clergy see back page) 
  

Children’s Worship Co-ordinators Sarah Jeffery 07759 386758 
 Grace Storey 07813 322697 
Youth Group (year 7 upwards) Jenny Warbrick 0121 444 0260 
Music Co-ordinators Benjamin & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
   
Church upkeep   
Vergers Liz Haskins c/o 0121 443 4579 
 Paul Smart c/o 0121 443 4579 
Sacristan Bernice Mattis c/o 0121 443 4579 
Altar Linen Wendy Ross 0121 444 1423 
Head Server Vacant  
Electoral Roll Officer Tony Cocks 0121 441 2945 
Parish Magazine Benjamin & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
 
Finance team 

  

Treasurer Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Expenditure Officer Vacant  
Income Officer Ted Hammond c/o 0121 443 4579 
Insurance & Investments Tony Cocks  0121 441 2945 
Gift Aid Philip & Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
Envelope Giving Scheme Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
 
 

Groups, clubs and organisations 

  

All Saints Ramblers Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Christine Powell  
Badminton Club Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Bible Reading Fellowship Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
Lunch Club Vacant  
Meditation Group Daniel Wilson 0121 449 9869 
   
 
Planned giving: All are invited to join the planned giving scheme, contributing by Direct Debit (Parish 
Giving Scheme), Standing Order or Weekly Envelope. Taxpayers – please sign a Gift Aid declaration 
for reclaiming of tax and use of payroll giving if possible. Contact the Finance Team for further 
information. The church’s Charity Commission Number is 1145723.  
 
Parish Office: For enquiries about baptisms, baby naming services, banns and marriages, please 
contact the Parish Office: 9:30am-3pm Monday-Friday or via parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org. 

mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Ministry to the sick: Visiting the sick at home or in hospital – please inform the Ministry Team of 
anyone who is sick. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and oil is kept for ministry to the sick. 
 
Ministry of healing: Laying-on of hands and anointing – last Saturday in the month at 9:15am as part 
of Morning Prayer, occasional Sunday evenings (as announced), and at home or in hospital as 
requested. 
 
Communion of the sick: At home or in hospital, as requested, communion is taken, monthly, to the 
long-term sick or housebound. 
 
Other ministries: For blessing of homes, celebrations of anniversaries, thanksgiving after childbirth, 
confession and counsel, please contact the Ministry Team. 
 

 
  Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 

Officers Lay Vice Chair 
Martha Ann Brookes  

Secretary 
Tony Cocks 

Treasurer 
Steve Brittle 

 0121 444 5655 
 

0121 441 2945 01905 772171 

Members  Jim Andrew 
Margaret Andrew 
Sarah Baker 
Philip Brookes 
Roger Drew 

Margaret Healey-Pollett (Reader) 
Vivien Thickett 
John Wallace-Howell (Warden) 
David Warbrick (Vicar) 
Claire Wesley (Reader) 
 

Daniel Wilson 
Sarah Wilson 
Des Workman 
Sheila Workman 

    
     
    
    
    

 
 

All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC) 
 

Chair Sarah Wilson c/o 0121 443 4579      chair@allsaints-cdc.co.uk  
Centre Manager Sam Poursain 0121 443 4421     manager@allsaints-cdc.co.uk 
Administrator 
Hall & Room Bookings 
    
 

Angela McDermott 
c/o Parish Office 
 

0121 443 4579 
0121 443 4579 

parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  
            

 
All Saints Community Projects (ASCP) 

 

Chair Mary Miles 07801 067362 
All Saints Youth Project Vicki Willinger 0121 443 1842 

 

The Robin Centre for Older People 
 

Centre Manager Paula McGrath 0121 444 8111 
 

mailto:chair@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:manager@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Ministry Team 
 

Vicar  David Warbrick vicar@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  0121 444 0260 

Churchwardens John Wallace-Howell c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Vacant  

Licensed Readers Margaret Healey-Pollett c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Claire Wesley 0121 444 2778 

Pastoral Care Team Juliet Bick, Becky Frall,  c/o 0121 444 0260 

 Margaret Healey-Pollett,   

 Wendy Ross, David Warbrick  

 Jenny Warbrick, Des Workman  

Parish Safeguarding Officer Paul Collins safeguarding@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  07497 781681 

Prayer Circle (for confidential prayer requests) parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  

   0121 444 0260 
 

 

Worship 
 

Sunday  8am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10am  Parish Communion (sung) with Junior Church 
     All Age Worship on the first Sunday of the month 
   6:30pm Evening service 
 
Weekdays  Morning Prayer (9:30am Monday & Saturday; 9:15am Tuesday & Thursday) 
   11:30am Holy Communion (Wednesday) 
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