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From the vicarage 
  
Dear friends and neighbours, 
 
Something white moves in the garden and I turn, thinking it’s Milo, our 
cat, but it’s the roses nodding in the wind. With a pang I remind myself 
he has died. Summer at the vicarage looks very different without Milo. He 
has played a distinct part in vicarage hospitality for four years, welcoming 
visitors with curiosity, and offering a perspective on the world during 
what have been politically often very disturbing times. 
  
Milo had been an indoor cat, living in an apartment, much loved by his first human companion who 
only had to give him up when a capricious landlord forbade pets. We were very fortunate to meet 
Milo at a cat refuge and he soon delighted us as he encountered stairs for the first time and then, 
amazed at how big the world turned out to be, discovered the outdoors. Soon he established a 
territory that encompassed several gardens with dogs and chickens, and reached the All Saints 
Memorial Garden. Returning from a night on the town once, our son met Milo in the Square, clearly 
having his own night on the town. Milo has reminded us of the beauty of curiosity. 
 

Each morning, Milo was ready in the kitchen to greet us with a high-pitched 
miaow, demanding head rubs galore. He looked politely at his food bowl 
until we put something out for him. He would either eat, then touchingly 
come back for more head rubs, or he would sniff and, reassured we had 
done our duty, go out for a bit knowing the meal was ready for later. With 
a similar mixture of affection and self-possession, Milo would come into my 
study. He has helped with sermon preparation quite often by walking across 
my computer keyboard demanding head rubs, in the process deleting 
paragraphs of magnificently crafted prose. As he purred with satisfaction, 
behind those inscrutable eyes, I can’t help wondering, he maybe knew what 
I’d written was pretentious crap. 

  
Insistent yet polite, he would make his presence felt. If I was engrossed in a book, or deep in thought 
on the loo, or asleep past 6:30am, Milo would very gently but firmly tap me three times on the 
shoulder. Only a head rub was needed, but the request for connection was clear and unapologetic. 
He held up a mirror to our need for connection, but had none of the angst about neediness that 
confuses our desire to belong. If I’m going to read theology, he reminded me, it has ultimately to 
facilitate connection. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, time and again, Milo has reset our perspective and that of visitors, when 
we bring our worry, anxiety and emotional and ethical crises into the room. Mmm. So that’s what 
he thinks of Putin, of panicky excitable journalists fawning over Trump social media posts, of Church 
of England safeguarding crises. There was something about his surrender that drew a smile when 
you least felt like smiling. The crises are still there, but somehow have less of a grip on the heart. 
 
This is not anthropomorphism. This is in the long Hebrew scriptural tradition of comically reflecting 
on the way animals seem to experience the world, unknowingly reflecting back to us our often 
shabby spirituality, low expectations and embattled neediness. On the morning in the heatwave 
when we were looking for him, I searched several of his special places, wanting to find him, but not 



wanting to find him in difficulty or worse. With unbearable pathos, I was listening at the time to the 
news reports of searching for people after the Venezuelan 
earthquake. While putting our search firmly in perspective, it did 
not dismiss, but connected with our comparatively tiny anxiety. 
Having looked the length of the laurel hedge, with a little lurch of 
the heart I spotted his white fur there at the end. The discovery 
you want and don’t want to make. His last unknowing gift was to 
give me some way of praying for the searchers in the rubble.  
 
We are poorer without Milo. We’re sorry he is no longer there to 
welcome you. Whether you’re a pet companion or not, perhaps 
we can simply encourage one another in curiosity, insistent 
affection, surrender and honest connection.   
 

David 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the registers 

 

 
 

We congratulate: 
Fiona Blackwood and Sam Maybee, married at All Saints on 13 June 
Louise Watson and Ken Dooley, married at All Saints on 15 June 

 

 
 

We congratulate: 
Mike and Elizabeth Timms, who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

with Holy Communion and renewal of vows at All Saints on 26 June 

Get involved…! 
 

There won’t be a separate issue of Saints Alive! in August as many people, 
including the editors, will be away during the summer. But don’t let that  

stop you thinking about ways in which you could contribute to the magazine! 
 

We’d be interested to hear reflections from further afield,  
whether down the road or across the seas; read concert or book reviews  

from leisurely afternoons; or even receive ideas borrowed from other churches 
that you may have visited on holiday! 

 
Ben & Clare Noakes, Editors 

E: magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org       T: 07967 730156 / 07929 593097 

mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org


 

  



A week in Bethlehem 
 

Arriving back from Bethlehem, I was struck, as so many holiday homecomers are, by how green our 
country is; then walking through the expanse of Kings Heath Park, I looked with new eyes not just at 
the vivid greens, but at the beautiful facilities I so often take for granted. What had sharpened my 
awareness is the contrast with Bethlehem. What are for us everyday scenes – children on swings, 
ball games, cyclists, dog-walkers and joggers – are not to be found in Bethlehem, where the only 
public open space is next to the Church of the Nativity and Manger Square. There are no parks, and 
what gardens there are, are only very small. Children have nowhere to run around.   
 

In addition, Bethlehem is very hilly, with narrow winding roads and even narrower pavements. 
Inevitably for our times, cars have taken over, and journeys can feel a bit like being on a rollercoaster, 
as we go round tight corners and up to the brow of a hill where the driver can’t know if a pedestrian 
is coming up the other side. These roads were built for herding sheep and getting around by donkey 
but, as with towns the world over, Bethlehem has expanded and modernised. It is very different 
from the Bethlehem we imagine at Christmastime. 
 

I was in Bethlehem from 12 to 19 June and during that week I assisted at a summer school for 
children aged six to 14, so I started to look at Bethlehem through the eyes of a parent of young 
children. The schools take a three-month holiday over the summer. What can the children do over 
this long stretch when they have no parks to play in? Holidays away by the sea are out of the 
question, even though Bethlehem is closer to the Mediterranean than Birmingham is to the Welsh 
coast. The summer schools organised by churches, and no doubt other voluntary groups, are, 
therefore, a lifeline. There are playgrounds in the city, but they are privately owned and there is an 
entrance fee, which most families can’t afford. The summer school I helped out at was hosted by the 
House of Bread Church. Each day they took the children to a different centre, each one equipped 
with a beautifully shaded play area. The children played on the equipment, then sat down for English 
and Bible Studies – which was where I came in; then they were given a lunch, and more opportunity 
for play before their parents collected them. On the last day we took them swimming. The generous 
donations made by the All Saints congregation paid for these activities. The pastor of the House of 
Bread Church is called Issa Zoughbi. He asked me to pass a letter on to David – here is an extract 
from it: 
 

Dear Rev David Warbrick, 
 

Warm greetings from Bethlehem. 
 

We would like to sincerely thank you for all your love and for the generous monetary gift that 
was sent through Margaret to the House of Bread Church. We are truly grateful for your 
thoughtfulness and support. 
 

The children have had a fabulous week at the summer camp, ‘Come Follow Me’. It has been 
a real blessing to see their joyful faces throughout the activities. I hope Margaret will be able 
to share some pictures with you. 
 

The church has used the funds you sent for entrance fees to parks, a swimming pool trip, and 
also to provide meals for the children. Your kindness has made these experiences possible 
and meaningful for them. 
 

I was told on more than one occasion that the children’s activities that all looked so normal to me, 
were ‘heaven’ to them. 



Here are some photos I took that Pastor Issa suggests I share: 
 
 
 

        
 

 
 

   
  

Above: House of Bread Church was 
set up on the first floor of an old 
family building. The guest rooms 
where I stayed are on the second 

floor, with Pastor Issa and his wife 
Diane on the third floor. 

The building is set on a hill that leads 
up to the Church of the Nativity. 

Below: Pastor Issa and Diane. 
They were very hospitable, and I 

very much appreciated being 
in a real Palestinian home, 

sharing their meals, and seeing 
what went on in the kitchen. 

Above: The Orthodox section of 
the Church of the Nativity, 

which leads to the grotto of the 
Nativity (which is currently 

closed for renovation). 
Archbishop Sarah had her photo 
taken here a couple of days after 

I took this one. 

Above: Modern Bethlehem. 
Cars make it difficult for 

pedestrians. 

Right: View across a valley 
to the Church of the Nativity 
looking tiny on the horizon. 

Below: Summer school 
children enjoy the 
playground at the 
Polish sisters’ convent. 
 



The week was over far too quickly. It was inspiring to spend the time with the ‘living stones’ of 
Bethlehem, who, are so cheerful and welcoming despite the strict restrictions they live under. Diane 
described Bethlehem as a large prison. Their freedom of movement is severely limited as they are 
unable to pass beyond the checkpoints that encircle their city unless they have a pass, which can be 
hard to obtain. This is why they can’t go on holiday, and couldn’t give me a lift to the airport when I 
left. These restrictions are not always evident to tourists as they tend to arrive by coach with an 
Israeli numberplate, and so are often just waved through the checkpoint. This is why the Palestinians 
ask us to not just visit the stones of the holy places, but the ‘living stones’, and to find out what life 
is really like for the Christian community that can trace itself back to the time of Jesus. 
   
At All Saints this possibility is now open to us through the hospitality of the House of Bread Church. 
If anyone would like to know more, please ask me. 
 
Margaret Healey-Pollett 

 
Music matters 
Will you come and follow me to Go tell it on the mountain in Austria and Richmond while praising 
with descants and hymns whose numbers end with a five: what we sang at All Saints in 2025. (And 
don’t worry, this is followed by the answers to the questions posed in ‘Music matters’ last month!) 
  
Somehow, it’s that time of year again… As we have done for the last eight years now, we take this 
opportunity in the July & August magazine to have a look at what we sang at All Saints during the 
previous calendar year. In 2025 we programmed music for 61 services in church, as follows: 
 

• 43 sung Holy Communion services at 10am on Sundays: for almost all of these, four hymns 
(to begin the service; before the Gospel – or, at a baptism, processing to the font; the 
offertory hymn after the peace; and before the dismissal), a song for before the service, and 
one or two (and/or a choir anthem) during communion, were chosen. 

• Nine All Age Worship services at 10am on Sundays – these were on the first Sunday of each 
month, with the exceptions of January, May (the Sunday after Easter Day, when Bishop Esther 
led worship and blessed the new Centre buildings) and August. The pattern of music for these 
is rather more fluid than for the ‘regular’ Sundays, including between three and six hymns, 
songs or chants for the congregation, plus a sung Sanctus (usually the Argentinian ‘Holy, holy, 
holy’) and, occasionally, Glory to God. There isn’t a choir to lead the music for these services 
(although for two in 2025, music was led by Jake and friends with a band); occasionally a few 
singers have provided something extra before the service, during communion or at the end, 
but these informal items haven’t been included in our overall numbers for the year. 

• Nine non-Sunday-at-10am services: Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
afternoon, Easter Dawn, Memorial, Carols by Candlelight (this year with the same service 
given twice for two congregations), Crib, Midnight Mass and Christmas Day. 



As usual, we haven’t counted anything sung at weddings, funerals, stand-alone baptisms, services 
put on by external organisations, or the pleasingly increasing number of concerts, productions and 
festivals that the campus has hosted. Some evening services, in particular the Iona ones, include 
songs chosen by the leaders and we haven’t included these in our overall totals; nor the Wednesday 
services, for which the selected hymn is generally one repeated from the previous Sunday 1. 
 
So, these 61 services included 211 different congregational hymns 2, 14 fewer than last year but still 
comparable on average to others recently. Of these 211 different hymns, 31 (as in 2024) were sung 
twice 3, ranging from All my hope on God is founded to Give thanks with a grateful heart and Will you 
come and follow me to God is working his purpose out; and six were sung three times: All are 
welcome (‘Let us build a house’); Go, tell it on the mountain; Lord, we come to ask your healing 
(either three or four verses); My song is love unknown; O come, all ye faithful (again, with three or 
four verses), and To God be the glory!. (The peace of the Lord be with you, a gentle blessing from 
Guatemala, also appeared three times in 2025, once in an AAW service and twice led by the choir 
during communion.) 
 
The majority of these congregational hymns are, as usual, from our Complete Anglican Hymns Old & 
New (sometimes using tunes, arrangements and descants from other books, and sometimes with 
verses omitted and occasionally altered), while 25 – including How can I keep from singing? and We 
lay our broken world, which were both sung twice – were from other publications. Of the 211, three 
also featured before the service 4 and two also during communion 5. A further 42 songs from CAHON 
and elsewhere appeared before the service (including introits to start the services on Palm Sunday 
and Easter Day), and a further 57 in communion 6, including the anthem Lord of the dance, an 
arrangement of the words and melody also found in our book, on Easter Day. 
 
In addition to the above, other service music (the Murray and Shepherd settings, Ukrainian Kyrie, 
Salazar Gloria, Coventry Sanctus, Jones Agnus Dei etc) was sung multiple times, as were relevant 
verses of We shall stay awake each week as the Advent candle was lit. Other ‘extras’ also appeared 
as part of this service music, such as Ubi caritas during the Maundy Thursday footwashing, 
Mayenziwe as a response to intercessions, and the Lord’s Prayer sung to Kum ba yah. Along with 
our usual inclusion of psalms during Lent and Advent there were also seven choir-only pieces during 
Carols by Candlelight; and Clare sang two solos during communion, Howells’ A spotless rose and ‘I 
know that my Redeemer liveth’ from Handel’s Messiah. 
 

 
1 Generally being the operative word: of the 51 Wednesdays we recommended a hymn for – Christmas Eve fell on a Wednesday 
in 2025 and therefore saw a different pattern of activity on site – 36 had been sung on the preceding Sunday, with the exceptions 
mostly being on Wednesdays following an All Age Worship service (the monthly music list, which includes the Wednesday hymns, 
tends to be produced before the AAW music is finalised). Of these exceptions, 11 were sung at other times at All Saints during the 
year (including three – Brother, sister, let me serve you; Immortal, invisible, God only wise; and O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness – which made two Wednesday appearances, the last-named of these having not been sung at All Saints at all in 2024) and 
only five made their only 2025 appearance on a Wednesday: Faithful vigil ended; Long ago, prophets knew; Teach me, my God and 
King; and We plough the fields and scatter. Some weeks there isn’t a Wednesday service, or the hymn isn’t sung, and there is 
always the option for those involved in the service to change it if desired.  
2 The term ‘congregational hymns’ is used to refer to the four slots mentioned in the course of the first bullet point above (‘to 
begin the service…’ etc), but worshippers are of course always welcome and indeed encouraged to join in singing the pieces before 
the service and during communion. 
3 Four of these – Beauty for brokenness; Be thou my vision; Immortal, invisible… (adding to its two Wednesday showings); and Tell 
out, my soul – were also sung twice in 2025; for one of its outings, we only sang four of the five verses of Lord, for the years, and 
on one of its, we debuted two extra verses written by Liz Haskins for You are the King of Glory. 
4 Brother, sister, let me serve you again; New every morning is the love; and an alternative tune to Take my life, and let it be. 
5 Be still, my soul and Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (the latter with a differing selection of verses each time).  
6 Both Bread of the world in mercy broken and The love of God comes close featured twice during communion. 



As ever, it’s also (we think…) mildly interesting to note what doesn’t come up in a calendar year – in 
2025 we didn’t get a sniff of Alleluia, sing to Jesus or O Jesus, I have promised, both of which popped 
up thrice in 2024, nor the following which had been sung twice then: Come on and celebrate; Give 
me joy in my heart; and Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour. That mighty tune Cwm Rhondda was 
as ever sung with one of our regular Glorias, but not to its text Guide me, O thou great Redeemer. 
 
As for tunes, naturally those to which we sing the hymns which appeared three times featured 
prominently, but mention must be made of Austria (sung once each with Glorious things of thee are 
spoken; God is love: let heaven adore him; and Praise the Lord, ye heavens, adore him); Bunessan 
(used for Child in the manger and Praise and thanksgiving once each as a congregational hymn and 
before the service; and, slightly altered, for Touch the earth lightly – though not, notably, with its 
most well-known words Morning has broken); Lord of the years (twice with Lord, for the years and 
once with We turn to you); Richmond (for one showing each of City of God, how broad and far; O for 
a thousand tongues to sing; and Praise to the Holiest); and regular favourites Slane (twice with Be 
thou my vision and once with Lord of all hopefulness) and Woodlands (Sing choirs of heaven and We 
have a dream, then Tell out, my soul twice). 
 
Soprano last-verse descants also feature regularly, and in 2025 we sang 24 different descants, 
including that for O come, all ye faithful (to the relief of most of the choir, the ‘regular’ David 
Willcocks one!) three times, and Hark, the herald-angels sing, Immortal, invisible… and Now thank 
we all our God’s twice each. The Richmond descant appeared with each of the three sets of words 
to which it was sung, and Slane’s once with each text. We even sang two different descants for the 
final refrain of O come, O come, Emmanuel, when that hymn’s appearances bookended Advent. 
 
In 2025, then, 310 different hymns and songs, alongside the referenced psalms, service music and 
solos and not to mention voluntaries and other ‘incidental’ music, were programmed in worship at 
All Saints, including getting on for a quarter of our huge Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New – from 
which we had three runs of five, singing as we did all hymns numbered 66 to 70, and all from 654 to 
658. The 720s were fertile ground too, with 721, 723, 724, 725, 727 and 729 all being sung, with the 
670s and 750s not far behind. And if that’s not a pointless enough statistic to finish this annual survey 
on, in the service on Sunday 13 July 2025 all four congregational hymns had numbers ending in five: 
655 The Lord will come and not be slow; 45 As the deer pants for the water; 35 A new commandment; 
and 695 To God be the glory!. Coincidence? Er, yes… 
 
Anyway, now for a chance either for you to pat yourself on the back, or for us to put you out of your 
misery… here are the answers to the music quizzes in the last issue of Saints Alive!. Firstly, we gave 
you some last lines from hymns and songs (all, as hinted, starting with the letters from P onwards) 
in CAHON – the first line of each is revealed in bold below: 
 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: ‘Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
And in God’s house for evermore my dwelling-place shall be. 

The Lord’s my shepherd 
And our hearts would find assurance in the promise of the Lord. 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
And this shall be their anthem: One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 
Boundless as ocean’s tide, rolling in fullest pride, through the earth far and wide let there be light. 

Thou, whose almighty word 



Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, then take, O God, thy pow’r, and reign. 
Ride on, ride on in majesty 

For Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end. 
The day of resurrection 

‘Goodwill henceforth from heav’n to all begin and never cease.’  
While shepherds watched 

In all his words most wonderful, most sure in all his ways. 
Praise to the Holiest 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there. 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Let all thy days till life shall end, whate’er he send, be filled with praise. 
Ye holy angels bright 

Let the ‘Amen’ sound from his people again, gladly for ay we adore him. 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
When I survey the wondrous cross 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

The church’s one foundation 
The gospel-message we proclaim: we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

We have a gospel to proclaim 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all. 

The kingdom of God 
Thrice blessèd is that harvest-song which never hath an ending. 

To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you, and you in me. 

Will you come and follow me 
Thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended  
To children’s children and for evermore. 

Tell out, my soul 
 
You were then presented with a list of hymns each particularly associated with specific seasons, 
festivals, high days and holy days and were asked to put them in the order that we might expect to 
encounter them during the church year. With the caveat that we may sing some of these at other 
times, the order, running from Advent Sunday, is as follows: 
 
How lovely on the mountains (Advent) 
Christians, awake! (Christmas Day) 
Earth has many a noble city (Epiphany) 
Faithful vigil ended (Candlemas) 
Forty days and forty nights 

(Ash Wednesday/Lent) 
All glory, laud and honour (Palm Sunday) 
An upper room did our Lord prepare 

(Maundy Thursday) 
There is a green hill far away (Good Friday) 
Now the green blade riseth (Easter) 

 

Hail the day that sees him rise (Ascension Day) 
O thou who camest from above (Pentecost) 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty 

(Trinity Sunday) 
Come, ye thankful people, come (Harvest) 
For all the saints (All Saints’ Day) 
For the healing of the nations 

(Remembrance Sunday) 
Christ is the King! O friends rejoice 

(Christ the King)  

 



 
  

Finally, we asked a few ‘odd one out’ questions, starting with… The words for which of each of the 
following trios were not written by: 
 
Timothy Dudley-Smith – Fill your hearts with joy and gladness; Lord, for the years; O Lord, my God.  

Original Swedish words by Carl Boberg, loosely translated (and added to) by Stuart K Hine 
Graham Kendrick – Beauty for brokenness; Majesty, worship his majesty; Make way, make way. 

Jack W Hayford 
Charles Wesley – And can it be; Come, thou long-expected Jesus; When I survey the wondrous cross. 

Isaac Watts 
 
The music to which we sing each of the following trios was not written by: 
 
George Frideric Handel – O sacred head, surrounded; Rejoice, the Lord is King; Thine be the glory. 

Hans Leo Hassler, harmonised by Johann Sebastian Bach 
Graham Kendrick – From heaven you came; Meekness and majesty; You shall go out with joy. 

Steffi Heiser Rubin and Stuart Dauermann 
Ralph Vaughan Williams – Come down, O Love divine; For all the saints; My song is love unknown. 

John Ireland 
 
Which of the following trio of authors does not have more than 10 entries in our hymnbook? 

John L Bell (16); George Herbert (5); Isaac Watts (13). 
 
Which is the only composer from the following trio to have more than one different tune in our 
hymnbook?                                                                    Ludwig van Beethoven; Edward Elgar; Hubert Parry.  
 
(Beethoven is represented by Ode to Joy, to which Fill your hearts with joy and gladness and Sing to 
God new songs of worship are set in our book – we use the tune for the Gloria during the summer –
and Elgar by Drakes Broughton: both the music and the words set to it, God! When human bonds 
are broken are unfamiliar to us. Parry, however, gives us three different tunes: Repton, used for Dear 
Lord and Father of mankind as well as four other sets of words; Laudate Dominum (Parry), for O 
praise ye the Lord! and The Saviour will come, resplendent in joy; and Jerusalem for – well, you can 
probably guess…) 
 
Finally, we are continuing to enjoy our 
conversations with members of the 
congregation about music in church and 
choosing hymns for forthcoming months – 
you will be able to enjoy the results of our 
latest chat, with Liz Haskins and Margaret 
Healey-Pollett, in July’s services. We will 
carry on doing this between September 
and December so there will be more 
chances for anyone who is interested to 
sign up after the summer – watch this 
space! 
 
Ben Noakes 
Music Co-ordinator 

 



Pride in liturgy 
 
The 10am service on Sunday 21 June, entitled ‘From wilderness to 
belonging; from penitence to joy’, was a cause for much celebration, 
while also recognising how far in some respects that the Church still 
has to go. 
 
On the weekend of the annual Queens Heath Pride event we marked 
the 25th anniversary of Nigel’s ordination, with Liz Howlett also 
achieving the same impressive milestone. Nigel (during his sermon) 
and Christopher (before we indulged in fizz, and delicious cakes made 
by Ewa from the Café) spoke honestly, amusingly, reflectively and 
movingly about how they had got to be at this point, together, here among friends at All Saints.  
 

                   
The service included prayers of thanksgiving for the rich contribution of children of God who 
are LGBTQIA+ to our faith and society; prayers of penitence for the Church and prayers for healing 
wherever there is fear and division. David prayed: ‘God, reveal then heal the inadequacy and fear 
that engender prejudice,’ and having given thanks for diverse ministries in the church concluded 
with a blessing from Romans: ‘Neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, not things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth nor anything else in all creation can separate you from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus.’ 

 
Towards the end of coffee, a group of young 
people who had been attending Queens Heath 
events on York Road ventured into All Saints, 
encouraged by the Pride flag that was flying 
outside – what an important statement. As we 
sang, ‘let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
all are welcome in this place’ indeed.                

Photographs from Becky Frall and Des Workman,  
with many thanks. 



  



Friday Evenings in the Café   

Every Friday evening, between 7 – 9, we are treated to musical entertainment, from local 
bands, in the Café.  Our growing number of musicians include singers and instrumentalists 
who offer us an assortment of folk, rock’n’roll, blues, both their own compositions, and 
covers.  On the first Friday of the month, Brumside Radio hosts an open mic evening, then 
on the other Fridays the bands are rotated.  If there is a fifth Friday in the month, it is given 
over to our blues duo.            

 

 

Look out for the monthly lists in Outlook and Saints Alive! (see boxes below for the line-ups 
for July and August – correct at time of going to print).                                                             

There are also announcements on Brumside Radio: https://brumsideradio.com/. 

All welcome!  The bar is open for drinks and light refreshments.                                         
There is a box for donations towards the cost of hiring the Café. 

Any musicians who would like a performance slot, email 
allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com or come and see the bar staff any Friday evening. 

 

All Saints Café:  Keeping music live 

  

 

Fridays in August 
 
7th    I’m Homeless, 

‘Get Me Out of Here’ 
(Brumside Community Radio Open Mic) 

 
14th    Buskateers 

 
21st    Voices 

 
28th    Harmonica Bob 

and the Big Boss Man 

 

Fridays in July 
 
3rd    I’m Homeless, 

‘Get Me Out of Here’ 
(Brumside Community Radio Open Mic) 

 
10th    Voices 

 
17th    Ingrid’s Accordions / 

Bernard Payne 
 

24th    Nyckeltina / SAM 
 

31st    Buskateers 

https://brumsideradio.com/
mailto:allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com


 
  

Sunday Coffee Team take a lunch break! 
 
Gathering for Sunday coffee after the 10am Eucharist is a long-standing tradition at All Saints. Staying 
for a coffee or tea is a great opportunity to exchange news, share the challenges and triumphs of 
the week and welcome newcomers and visitors. It has been an important extension to the morning’s 
fellowship and was delivered by Sheila Workman week after week for many years.  
 
The tradition inevitably lapsed during Covid and when regular services returned there was a notable 
lack of social engagement. Many people left church immediately after the service, still conscious of 
the potential risk of being in a crowd. 
 
As socialising became more relaxed, Sheila took a well-earned rest and Lindsey and Ted Hammond 
reinstated a new era of Sunday coffee. The team currently has 21 members with four on duty each 
Sunday. Various members of the congregation also regularly step in to move tables or help with 
special celebrations: true teamwork. 
 
Being part of this friendly team is a wonderful way to get to know people, both within the group and 
across the ‘counter’. Chatting while serving or washing up leads to interesting conversations and 

develops a sense of community 
among all the team.  
 
To celebrate another year of the 
new team Lindsey and Ted invited 
everyone to a bring and share 
lunch at their home in June. The 
team spent a happy afternoon 
relaxing and chatting in the 
sunshine al fresco in their lovely 
garden. [You’ll see some stickers 

on people’s backs: as an icebreaking game everyone was given a type of biscuit that they had to 
guess by asking fellow guests up to four yes/no questions each; in many cases, harder than it sounds! 
– Ed.] 
 
New members of the team are always welcome so if you would like to volunteer do have a chat with 
Lindsey, Ted or any member of the team to find out more. 
 
Marion Wilson 
 

A reminder that you can sign up for the regular All Saints newsletter here: 
 

https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4 
 

https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4


 
  

 
  



 
  

From the PCC 
 
Since the last edition of Saints Alive! there has been one Standing Committee meeting on 23 June. 
The following is a résumé of the points discussed at the meeting: 
 
Finance: 
Current financial situation: Our treasurer provided in advance of the meeting a copy of the income 
and expenditure assessment, the balance sheet and the average planned giving assessment for the 
church accounts to the end of May 2026.  
 
He gave an oversight review of the salient points of this information:  
 
Income: He reported that income to the end of May was circa £101K but this did include a bequest 
of circa £44.7K which excluding the bequest amounted to £56.3K. 
 
Analysing the makeup of income to the end of May, the following was noted: 
 

• Regular giving: This was still less than predicted despite the recent finance campaign. 
However, the average monthly giving for the last 12 months compared with the average for 
the previous 12 months had increased greatly by about £179 more per month on average 
received. 

• Saints Alive! magazine: Expenditure vs income – a small deficit but David, our vicar, 
commented that the number being printed about matches demand and it is important that 
the magazine can be given free to those visitors interested in All Saints. 

• Fees: These well exceeded predicted. The treasurer commented that a portion of fees 
obtained are paid to the diocese on a three-monthly basis and this was to be done shortly. 

• Dividends/interest: These have increased significantly beyond that predicted mainly from the 
CCLA investments as a result of the recent £44.7K bequest which had been invested in this 
account. 

• Fundraising: This was well ahead of predicted. 
• Church rental: Money from this is much lower than predicted at this time. 
• Donations: Less than 50% of that predicted at this time. 
• Insurance: The portion of insurance which had been paid in whole by All Saints for the Good 

Friday Walk of Witness to be paid by other churches had not yet been received. David is to 
follow this up with Churches Together in Kings Heath. 

 
Expenditure: The treasurer reported that expenditure to the end of May 2026 since the beginning 
of the year was circa £62K which meant that at this time the account was in deficit to the tune of 
circa £5.3K excluding the bequest. However, a payment of £4K has recently been made to the 
diocesan Common Fund and taking this into account reduces the apparent deficit to £1.3K. He 
pointed out a few salient details relating to expenditure as follows: 
 

• Worship costs: These were marginally higher than predicted. 
• Children’s costs: Costs for children’s worship were significantly higher. 
• Utilities: He commented that the cost for utilities was lower than expected, possibly due to 

the new supply arrangements adopted last year. 



 
  

• Giving to good causes: He reported that he had now paid all the original charities having now 
obtained bank details for all of them. 

• Memorial Garden: He reported that he had received a large donation with respect to the 
Memorial Garden which was restricted to be used for this purpose. 

• Balance sheet: He pointed out that money is currently being held in two bank accounts and 
also in the CCLA investments. Although the church has a savings account with one of the 
banks, the interest rate is so low that it is not worth investing anything in it and any spare 
money is invested in the CCLA account which gives a much better rate of return. 

• Overall net worth: The treasurer reported that overall, at the end of May 2026, the Church 
balance net worth was circa £241K, but as reported previously did include the as yet unpaid 
long-term loan of circa £170K to the Development Company with no specific repayment date. 

 
Safeguarding: Our parish safeguarding officer, Paul Collins, provided an advance detailed report 
which was circulated to members before the meeting. The main points of his report were as follows: 
 

• DBS and transition to Parish Safeguarding Hub: Now this activity is essentially completed for 
all site people. 

• New volunteers: DBS checks and associated paperwork have commenced. 
• Safeguarding training: Paul is maintaining pressure on individuals to ensure that all relevant 

persons’ training is within date. Safeguarding is about fostering a safe culture, and it is 
everyone’s responsibility. 

• Safeguarding policies: The annual review of the two safeguarding policies, Safeguarding and 
Child Protection and Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults, has commenced. 

• Incidents: Paul reported that there have been no incidents since the last Standing Committee 
meeting in April. 

• Cross-site safeguarding meeting: Date for a meeting being arranged which involves all 
organisations on the site. 

 
Churchwarden’s report: Our churchwarden, John Wallace-Howell, provided a report which was 
circulated to members in advance of the meeting. In summary, he reported the following: 
 

• Eco Church/reordering: He is involved in the Eco Church Buildings and Energy group which is 
running in parallel with the Reordering Group. He views this as a long-term project. 

• Pride flags: David commented on the display of Pride flags in the church for the recent service 
on Sunday 21 June which John helped to organise. David felt that they were very much 
appreciated. 

• Official appointment: John said that he would be attending the special service where 
churchwardens are officially ‘sworn in’ by the diocese for the year. 

• Sound system in church: There are one or two problems with the PA system which he is 
dealing with in conjunction with Chris Pearce. 

 
Deanery Synod report: It is understood that a Deanery Synod meeting was scheduled to be held on 
15 June but as yet there has been no feedback from the meeting if it actually took place. 
 
Reordering: A second meeting of the Reordering Group has been held and the next stage is to visit 
some local churches which have already been reordered, most likely in early July. 



 
  

High days and holy days 

Generosity Team visit: The Diocesan Generosity Team has access to a grant availability of some 
£170K and is tasked to provide support and resources to help parishes and congregations grow in 
their giving practices. The grant is provided by the central Church of England. 
 
The principle of the initiative is to help churches in the diocese with financial growth and long-term 
financial security by learning of and supporting their vision as a church, increasing the number of 
disciples and encourage a culture of prayer to support the mission. 
 
A working session is planned with the Generosity Team and representatives from All Saints to 
develop a plan and agree an amount which All Saints considers it may be able to contribute to the 
Common Fund over the next three years and preferably the next five years. David, our treasurer 
Steve Brittle, and churchwarden John would be attending but a date for the meeting has not yet 
been agreed. 
 
Lunch Club: There have been no further developments at this time, but further discussions are to be 
had with Dave Priday and Ewa of the All Saints Café in due course to develop proposals. 
 
Electrical work/north porch: Two current projects in progress are some electrical maintenance 
work, mainly restoring failed lighting in various areas of the church, and repairs to the north porch 
stonework now that the weather is more favourable. 
 
At this time, liaison with the diocese is in progress. A grant is also being sought from the diocese for 
replacing the light fittings in the South Vestry with LED lights. This work has been approved as eligible 
for a grant under the diocese’s Decarbonising Churches Grant Fund with regard to the diocese’s Net 
Zero Carbon initiative. 
 
Next meetings: Please note that there is no PCC meeting in July 2026. The next meeting will be a 
PCC meeting scheduled for September. Please also note that the date for the April 2027 Standing 
Committee meeting should be 20 April (Tuesday) and not the 21st as previously advised. 
 
SC meetings: 20 October, 8 December 2026; 16 February, 20 April, 15 June 2027. 
PCC meetings: 15 September, 17 November 2026; 19 January, 16 March, 18 May 2027. 
 
Tony Cocks 
PCC Secretary 

 
 
PCC Secretary 
 

 
14 July – St Camillus de Lellis, patron of the sick 
Sometimes those who suffer are best at helping others in a similar situation. Discharged from the 
Venetian army with an incurable leg wound, St Camillus (1550-1614) founded a religious order called 
the Ministers of the Sick (the Camellians). Both in their Holy Ghost Hospital in Rome, and by travelling 
to plague-stricken parts of the world, the Camellians dedicated their lives to caring for the sick. 
Camillus is the patron of the sick and of nurses. 
 
(from www.parishpump.co.uk) 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/


 
  

 

  



 
  

Accessing and paying for the magazine 
 

The Saints Alive! magazine is available in digital form on the All Saints website at 
https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications,with hard copies available to pick up from the 
back of church each month. The suggested donation for each issue is £1, but cost should not be a 
barrier to anyone in the church reading the magazine in either online or printed form. Cash donations 
can continue to be made via the slot at the back of church; alternatively a standing order can be set 
up to pay in advance for a year’s-worth (10 issues) of the magazine – please see the form below – or 
a cheque made payable to All Saints Kings Heath PCC can be sent to the Parish Office (address is on 
the back page). The form gives the individual the ability for their payment to go towards one of three 
areas – please select the General Purpose Fund (GPF) and delete the other two. The church’s Charity 
Commission Number is 1145723. Finally, if you or someone you know would like a copy of the 
magazine posting out each month then please contact us as below to arrange this. 
 

Ben & Clare Noakes                             magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org 
Editors           07967 730156 / 07929 593097 
 

 
 
If you bank online, you will be able to use the details below to set up a standing order: 
 

Name:  The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church Account no: 71801163 
Reference: GPF (magazine)      Sort code: 40-11-15 
 

If you have any problems or questions about setting this up, or the church’s finances in general, please 
contact Steve Brittle, Treasurer on 01905 772171 or zena_steveb@btinternet.com. 

https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications
mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:zena_steveb@btinternet.com


 
  

Who’s Who 

 

Worship (for clergy see back page) 
  

Children’s Worship Co-ordinators Sarah Jeffery 07759 386758 
 Grace Storey 07813 322697 
Youth Group (year 7 upwards) Jenny Warbrick 0121 444 0260 
Music Co-ordinators Ben & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
   
Church upkeep   
Vergers Liz Haskins c/o 0121 443 4579 
 Paul Smart c/o 0121 443 4579 
Sacristan Bernice Mattis c/o 0121 443 4579 
Altar Linen Wendy Ross 0121 444 1423 
Head Server Vacant  
Electoral Roll Officer Tony Cocks 0121 441 2945 
Parish Magazine Ben & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
 
Finance team 

  

Treasurer Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Expenditure Officer Vacant  
Income Officer Ted Hammond c/o 0121 443 4579 
Insurance & Investments Tony Cocks  0121 441 2945 
Gift Aid Philip & Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
Envelope Giving Scheme Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
 
 

Groups, clubs and organisations 

  

All Saints Ramblers Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Christine Powell  
Badminton Club Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Bible Reading Fellowship Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
Lunch Club Vacant  
Meditation Group Daniel Wilson 0121 449 9869 
   
 
Planned giving: All are invited to join the planned giving scheme, contributing by Direct Debit (Parish 
Giving Scheme), Standing Order or Weekly Envelope. Taxpayers – please sign a Gift Aid declaration 
for reclaiming of tax and use of payroll giving if possible. Contact the Finance Team for further 
information. The church’s Charity Commission Number is 1145723.  
 
Parish Office: For enquiries about baptisms, baby naming services, banns and marriages, please 
contact the Parish Office: 9:30am-3pm Monday-Friday or via parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org. 

mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Ministry to the sick: Visiting the sick at home or in hospital – please inform the Ministry Team of 
anyone who is sick. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and oil is kept for ministry to the sick. 
 
Ministry of healing: Laying-on of hands and anointing – last Saturday in the month at 9:15am as part 
of Morning Prayer, occasional Sunday evenings (as announced), and at home or in hospital as 
requested. 
 
Communion of the sick: At home or in hospital, as requested, communion is taken, monthly, to the 
long-term sick or housebound. 
 
Other ministries: For blessing of homes, celebrations of anniversaries, thanksgiving after childbirth, 
confession and counsel, please contact the Ministry Team. 
 

 
  Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 

Officers Lay Vice Chair 
Martha Ann Brookes  

Secretary 
Tony Cocks 

Treasurer 
Steve Brittle 

 0121 444 5655 
 

0121 441 2945 01905 772171 

Members  Jim Andrew 
Margaret Andrew 
Sarah Baker 
Philip Brookes 
Roger Drew 

Margaret Healey-Pollett (Reader) 
Vivien Thickett 
John Wallace-Howell (Warden) 
David Warbrick (Vicar) 
Claire Wesley (Reader) 
 

Daniel Wilson 
Sarah Wilson 
Des Workman 
Sheila Workman 

    
     
    
    
    

 
 

All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC) 
 

Chair Sarah Wilson c/o 0121 443 4579      chair@allsaints-cdc.co.uk  
Centre Manager Sam Poursain 0121 443 4421     manager@allsaints-cdc.co.uk 
Administrator 
Hall & Room Bookings 
    
 

Angela McDermott 
c/o Parish Office 
 

0121 443 4579 
0121 443 4579 

parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  
            

 
All Saints Community Projects (ASCP) 

 

Chair Mary Miles 07801 067362 
All Saints Youth Project Vicki Willinger 0121 443 1842 

 

The Robin Centre for Older People 
 

Centre Manager Paula McGrath 0121 444 8111 
 

mailto:chair@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:manager@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Ministry Team 
 

Vicar  David Warbrick vicar@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  0121 444 0260 

Churchwardens John Wallace-Howell c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Vacant  

Licensed Readers Margaret Healey-Pollett c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Claire Wesley 0121 444 2778 

Pastoral Care Team Juliet Bick, Becky Frall,  c/o 0121 444 0260 

 Margaret Healey-Pollett,   

 Wendy Ross, David Warbrick  

 Jenny Warbrick, Des Workman  

Safeguarding Officer Paul Collins safeguarding@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  07497 781681 

Prayer Circle (for confidential prayer requests) parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  

   0121 444 0260 
 

 

Worship 
 

Sunday  08:00  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00  Parish Communion (sung) with Junior Church 
     All Age Worship on the first Sunday of the month 
   18:30  Evening service 
 
Weekdays  Morning Prayer (09:30 Monday & Saturday; 09:15 Tuesday & Thursday) 
   11:30  Holy Communion (Wednesday) 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 

All Saints Church, Kings Heath 
2 Vicarage Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham B14 7RA 
Administrator: Angela McDermott 
Parish Office: 0121 443 4579 
parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  
www.allsaintschurchkh.org              

mailto:vicar@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:safeguarding@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org
http://www.allsaintschurchkh.org/

