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From the vicarage 
  
Dear friends and neighbours, 
 
After two years without, Palestinians in Bethlehem have erected a Christmas tree in Manger Square. 
The continued tensions and attacks subverting the ceasefire make this a defiant assertion of hope 
rather than a relieved return to normal. The three separate Christian celebrations (Western, 
Orthodox then Armenian) are hopefully all in themselves positive and hopeful, but their 
separateness reveals the fractures within the Christian faith, while the tense conflict displays how 
cheaply religious identity can be used to fuel prejudice.   
 
This emphasises for me how important our own local ecumenical and interfaith relationships are. 
Next month we have two important opportunities. First, on Sunday 11 January, following our 
morning service, the Dialogue Society, a local Muslim group facilitating interfaith conversations, is 
hosting a lunch, which they cook, in our Café and hall, interwoven with reflection on the interfaith 
resonance of Epiphany, and Jesus’ second group of visitors: the Magi, with their gifts. As soon as 
Christ was born, divisions (Herod) and reconciliation (Persian visitors) were apparent. The afternoon 
will include opportunities for conversation in groups. We have 60 places. If you would like to attend, 
please sign up or email me. 
 
The second important opportunity for togetherness is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It is 
our privilege to host a service to which ecumenical neighbours come, on Sunday 18 January at 
6:30pm. This being the third Sunday, it is our Iona Service. Iona’s ecumenical character, of course, is 
just right for such a gathering. As ever there will be an opportunity to respond creatively to scriptures 
in the service. It would be helpful to have a general idea of numbers, so do say if you’d like to come. 
Again, you can sign up in church. You can still come if you don’t; we just want to estimate so we can 
be prepared. 
 
These are more than polite relationships. When there are crises near and far, if we already know 
each other and hold one another’s trust, we will be better placed to respond well.   
 
Just this week, I was touched to meet with three friends from Clifton Road Mosque who brought a 
Christmas gift to All Saints. We talked in the Café about many things: faith among young people, the 
signals our buildings send to passers-by, issues with building developments, what it means to pray 
for sick friends. After a while, a Café regular came over to our table and looked angrily at me. ‘Why 
are you talking with these people?’ ‘Because they are my friends.’ His hostility simmered. Was I paid? 
‘These people take over wherever they go. How many white faces do you see in Birmingham 
nowadays?’ Laughably: ‘I’ll have to report you.’ Please do, I thought.   
 
But I was hurt and angry for the three prayerful, generous women whose scarves had so offended 
the inadequate, disappointed man. Yet they responded with grace, to him, then afterwards about 
him. ‘He needs a hug,’ said one. Touchingly, three people from other tables came and shared concern 
and sympathy. My guests’ grace, the quiet confidence and humanity of others in the Café redeemed 
the morning, but that such bitterness and resentful prejudice be expressed so easily right here in All 
Saints is heartrending. 



The ASYP Big Christmas Word Quiz 2025 

Of course, it begs a question about what it means to be an inclusive church. Does he have a place? 
How do we hold him and his clear vulnerability? But that incident, though a thousand miles from 
Bethlehem’s Christmas tree, brings home the need for dialogue and friendship both there and here. 
 
 I look forward to travelling through Advent, Christmas and Epiphany in your ever-thoughtful 
company. 
 

David 

 
 

 
Our annual festive fundraising quiz was a winner last Christmas, so we have a new quiz this year! It’s 
a fun activity which can be easily shared with friends and family while supporting the running costs 
of the All Saints Youth Project.  As with all charities, the current economic climate makes fundraising 
both a necessity and a challenge. 
 
This year’s quiz is now available electronically on the ASYP website allsaintsyouthproject.org.uk or 
direct by email from tedhammond74@gmail.com.  
 
Last year we raised over £1,000 and this year our ambitious target is £1,500! Please join in the fun 
and enter the quiz this year. We suggest a minimum donation of £3 but your added generosity would 
be greatly appreciated. However, it is equally important that you share the quiz as widely as possible 
with family and friends: the wider we share the quiz, the more people will have an opportunity to 
support this wonderful work and raise funds for the charity. 
 
Donations can be made through the ASYP website or by bank transfer – details are on the quiz. 
 
Once again there is a prize for the winner (£30) and the runner-up (£20), plus all entries will be 
entered into a prize draw for one of three £10 M&S vouchers. 
 
Lindsey & Ted Hammond and Liz Haskins 
 

 

From the registers 
 

 

 

We remember: 
Lilian Jones, whose funeral took place at Waseley Hills Crematorium on 10 November 
Phil Alden, whose funeral took place at All Saints on 13 November 
Alanzo Hall, whose funeral took place at All Saints on 20 November 
Irene Mountford, whose funeral took place at St George’s, Edgbaston on 4 December 
 

mailto:allsaintsyouthproject.org.uk
mailto:tedhammond74@gmail.com


Red Line for Gaza  
 
 

On Sunday 28 September we held a gathering outside church following the morning service, 
demanding that the crossing of red lines by Israel in Gaza be immediately halted (reported on in the 
October issue of Saints Alive!). Since then, despite the ceasefire, red lines are still being crossed – 
the IDF is still not letting aid lorries through, and civilians are still being killed; also settler violence in 
the West Bank is getting worse. 
 
We will be keeping Holy Innocents Day on Sunday 28 December. If we look at Matthew 2:18 we see 
that Matthew interprets the deaths in the light of a verse from Jeremiah, which we might adapt for 
today: ‘A voice is heard in Gaza, weeping and great mourning, mothers weeping for their children 
and refusing to be comforted because they are no more.’ 
 
Please pray for all the murdered innocent of Gaza today and every day. We print again below a 
prayer for the Holy Land. 
 
Margaret Healey-Pollett 

 

A Prayer for the Holy Land 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world:  

In your mercy, provide for all those in Gaza and beyond who suffer from hunger and 
starvation, that they may be given both physical bread to nourish their bodies and heavenly 

bread to sustain their souls.  

By the power of your Spirit, bring a speedy end to this cruel war, the release of all captives, 
care for the sick and wounded, comfort for those who have lost loved-ones, and the 

opening of a pathway for a just and lasting peace here in the very homeland where your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ministered during his earthly life; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen 
 

Written by The Most Reverend Dr. Hosam E. Naoum, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem 
 

 



Lift the Ban 
 
All Saints was approached by the charity Asylum Matters in connection with the 
Lift the Ban campaign. This campaign asks asylum seekers to be allowed to work 
after living in the UK for six months. There is 71% support for this in the UK and 
more than 300 refugee charities and businesses supporting the campaign. They wanted to campaign 

in Kings Heath. 
 
Asylum seekers are effectively banned from working. Support 
is £1.42 a day for those in hotels/barracks who are fed; not 
enough for even essentials.  
 
A group of UK citizens, refugees and asylum seekers met in All 
Saints Café. We drank 
the excellent coffee, 
ate homemade soup 

and sandwiches and went in groups to talk to Kings Heath 
businesses. 
 
We spoke to businesses in Kings Heath and asked them to 
display a window sticker in support. I went out with one 
asylum seeker who was being moved to Norwich just after 
building a support network in Birmingham. Another was a 

lady who had worked in the UK as a chartered accountant for 
15 years then the Home Office lost her paperwork so she is 
classed as an asylum seeker. She was moved from London to 
Birmingham, again away from her family and support 
networks and is living with a stranger on £1.42 a day. Neither 
came by boat. 
 
I was very encouraged by the warm response we received 
from most people and businesses. 
 

A big thank you to Kings Heath businesses Seesaw Opticians, Coated, The Heath Bookshop, Mansa 
Musa, Enki, Biscotto and Ajiah’s Kitchen for supporting #LiftTheBan to allow asylum seekers to pay 
their own way – as they want to. 
 
More information can be found here: https://lifttheban.co.uk. 
 
Rosalyn Clare 
   

A reminder that you can sign up for the regular All Saints newsletter here: 
 

https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4 
 

https://lifttheban.co.uk/
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4


  



From the archives: Looing backwards, 
moving forwards 

 
The Archive Group has been busy and made positive progress during 
2025. The large collection of documents and photographs which 
chronicles the history of All Saints since 1860 is now better understood 
and more efficiently organised.  
 

A generous donation enabled the purchase of a laptop which two 
capable placement students from the University of Birmingham put to 

good use. Material is now physically stored by category with an inventory of the content of each box 
and the folders within it.   
 

Knowledge and accessibility of the information available has enabled the group to stage three 
separate exhibitions in 2025. The opening of the extended All Saints Centre in May was an important 
moment for All Saints and inspired two separate exhibitions.  
 

The first coincided with the opening of the Centre and 
illustrated how the All Saints campus has developed physically 
since 1860.  
 

The second, during Birmingham Heritage Week, explored the 
many ways in which All Saints has served the community, 
reaching out beyond the congregation ever since 1860. 
‘Friendship, Families and Fun’ chronicled the development of 
clubs, societies, sports and practical support for men, women 
and children, from the 19th-century Soup Kitchen and Girls’ Friendly Society to the current role of 
the All Saints Youth Project and The Robin Centre.   
 

The 80th anniversary of VE Day was a significant date nationally. It was marked by the Archive Group 
with an excellent exhibition delivered by Ian Binnie, using material from the church archive and his 

own research. The strong local theme prompted much interest and, 
as with all exhibitions, brought local people inside the church for the 
very first time.  
 

After a productive 12 months, the Archive Group has high ambitions 
for 2026.  
 

Having undertaken training in oral history, three people have been 
interviewed during 2025 and there are plans to capture more fascinating first-hand insights into past 
happenings at All Saints.  
 

In another positive step, two MA students from the University of Birmingham each join our team to 
undertake 80-hour placements in the new year. 
 

Such opportunities could not have been contemplated 18 months 
ago and the group, ably led by Vivien Thickett, look forward to 
further achievements in 2026.  
 
Marion Wilson & Vivien Thickett 

Photographs (from top): 
Church and vicarage, mid-1950s; 
Repairs and redecoration, 1990; 

Birmingham POWs, including a few 
Kings Heath men, as displayed at 

this year’s VE Day exhibition in church 
 



Friday Evenings in the Café   

Every Friday evening, between 7 – 9, we are treated to musical entertainment, from local 
bands, in the Café.  Our growing number of musicians include singers and instrumentalists 
who offer us an assortment of folk, rock’n’roll, blues, both their own compositions, and 
covers.  On the first Friday of the month, Brumside Radio hosts an open mic evening, then 
on the other Fridays the bands are rotated.  If there is a fifth Friday in the month, it is given 
over to our blues duo.            

 

 

Look out for the monthly lists in Outlook and Saints Alive! (see boxes below for the line-ups 
for December and January – correct at time of going to print).                                              

There are also announcements on Brumside Radio: https://brumsideradio.com/. 

All welcome!  The bar is open for drinks and light refreshments.                                         
There is a box for donations towards the cost of hiring the Café. 

Any musicians who would like a performance slot, email 
allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com or come and see the bar staff any Friday evening. 

 

All Saints Café:  Keeping music live    

  

 

Fridays in December 
 
5th    Strings and Things 
 
12th    Voices 
 
19th    Christmas Party 

(all welcome to take a turn) 
 

26th    Break for holiday 
 

 

Fridays in January 
 
2nd    Break for holiday 
 
9th    Voices 

 
16th    Busketeers 

 
23rd    Dog Walker Band 

with Hannah Brown  
 

30th    Fifth Friday Blues 
with Harmonica Bob 

& Boss Man Oz 
 

 

https://brumsideradio.com/
mailto:allsaintscommunitycatering@gmail.com


The everlasting turkey  
 
 

Many thanks to Liz Haskins for sending this anonymous variation on The 12 Days of Christmas. 
 

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me: 
‘I’m glad we bought fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.’ 

 
On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard 

as we tucked into our turkey, a most delicious bird. 
 

On the third day we entertained the people from next door. 
The turkey tasted just as good as it had done before. 

 
On the fourth day of Christmas came relations young and old. 

We finished up the Christmas pud and ate the turkey cold. 
 

On the fifth day of Christmas outside the snowflakes flurried. 
But we were nice and warm inside – we had the turkey curried. 

 
On the sixth day, I must admit, the Christmas spirit died. 

The children fought and bickered; we ate turkey rissoles, fried. 
 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince 
when he sat down to the table and was offered turkey mince. 

 
Day eight, and nerves were getting frayed, the dog had run for shelter. 

I served up turkey pancakes with a glass of Alka-Selzer. 
 

On the ninth day our cat left home, by lunchtime Dad was blotto. 
He said he had to have a drink to face turkey risotto. 

 
By the tenth day the booze had gone (except our homemade brew), 

and if that wasn’t bad enough we suffered turkey stew. 
 

On the eleventh day of Christmas the Christmas tree was moulting. 
The mince pies were as hard as rocks; the turkey was revolting. 

 
On the twelfth day my true love had a smile upon his lips. 

The guests had gone, the turkey too – we dined on fish and chips. 

 
And continuing in a humorous (well, we’ll leave you to be the judges of that) vein, please welcome 
a trio (or a tri-ho-ho-ho?) of Christmas jokes:  
 
Who claps at Christmas? Santapplause. 
 
What do you get if you eat too many Christmas 
decorations? Tinsellitis. 

Father Christmas nervously went for his sleigh-
driving test. He came rushing back in a thunder 
of reindeer and pulled up in front of the toy 
factory. ‘At last!’ he shouted. ‘No-el plates!’ 



 

 

 
 

 

 
Church Badminton Club 

 

Fun • Fitness • Fellowship 
 

When: Wednesday evenings, 8–10pm 
Where: All Saints Main Hall, Kings Heath 

Who: Open to all abilities (ages 16+) 
Come along, keep active, and enjoy some great company. 

No need to book – just bring yourself (and a racket if you have one!). 
 

Further information: 
Contact Steve Brittle through the Parish Office 

badminton@allsaintschurchkh.org 
 

mailto:badminton@allsaintschurchkh.org


High days and holy days  
 
 

25 December – The colours of Christmas 
There are several colours that we traditionally associate with Christmas: green, red and gold, and to 
a lesser extent white and blue. 
 
Green: Evergreen plants like holly, ivy and mistletoe were used for thousands of years to decorate 
buildings during the long dark winters. The Romans exchanged evergreen branches in January to 
wish each other good luck. The ancient Egyptians brought palm branches into their home during the 
midwinter festivals. In Europe during the Middle Ages, the ‘Paradise Tree’ which figured in plays 
about the loss of Eden was normally a pine tree with red apples tied to it. 
 
Red: This is the colour of holly berries, and it reminded people of Jesus’ blood when he died on the 
cross. Red is also the colour of bishops’ robes, which is how St Nicholas came to be portrayed wearing 
red; and the colour of fire, which keeps you warm during cold dark nights. 
 
Gold: This is the colour of the sun and light. It was the present of one of the Magi and, traditionally, 
the colour of the star over Bethlehem. 
 
White: This is the colour of purity and peace. It is also the colour of the altar cloth at Christmas. 
 
Blue: This is the colour of Mary’s robe. 
 
18 January – Amy Carmichael, founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship 
Not many teenagers, on becoming a Christian, will devote themselves to winning others for Christ in 
a foreign land. Amy was such a person. She left Britain to live in a tiny village in southern India. Here, 
for the next 56 years, Amy rescued hundreds of orphaned and vulnerable children, and served her 
Lord in Dohnavur. 
 
Amy Wilson Carmichael had been born in Ireland on 16 December 1867, into a devoutly religious 
Presbyterian family in Belfast. When she was 16 Amy had become a Christian, and she decided to 
start a mission for mill girls. When she came into contact with the Keswick movement, she sensed a 
call to serve abroad: at first Amy planned to go to China, but ill health prevented her from travelling. 
Later, for 15 months, she worked in Japan, but the climate was detrimental to her health. In 1895, 
she went to India to evangelise around Bangalore, and then, in order to escape rising political 
violence, she moved on to Dohnavur. 
 
Here she met a girl called Preena, who had escaped being a slave in a Hindu temple; from that 
moment Amy knew that she had found her true calling. She dedicated the rest of her life to rescuing 
girls and boys who had been given by parents or relatives to serve in the temple as prostitutes. Amy 
donned Indian dress and learnt about the Hindu culture and showed the love of Christ through her 
compassion. Overcoming much hardship and danger, Amy expanded her evangelistic work to 
establish a centre for homes, schools and a hospital: the Dohnavur Fellowship still continues today. 
In 1931, Amy suffered a severe injury that virtually confined her to bed for the next 20 years. Despite 
this, during that time she wrote 13 of her 35 books and many thousands of letters. Amy based her 
life on prayer and trusted God for all her needs. She died on 18 January 1951, aged 83. 
 
(adapted from www.parishpump.co.uk) 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/


Music matters 
Channel-hopping angels, the best archbishop ever and Mrs Alexander meets Danny and Sandy: the 
first part of an article looking at how hymns have been teasingly altered or repurposed. 
 

In this year’s February issue of Saints Alive!, while looking back festive seasonal music, I mentioned 
the mashup of Jingle bells and Hark, the herald angels sing that we sang at the end of the Christmas 
Day service, and the excellent Facebook page of ‘In Quires and Places where they meme’. This, as I 
wrote, regularly publishes ‘texts affectionately set (just about) to incongruous tunes, very much in 
the spirit of the I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue game… “One Song to the Tune of Another”’, giving 
examples such as It came upon the midnight clear to The Muppet Show Theme (O Jesus, I have 
promised also works to this…) and When Santa got stuck up the chimney to Kingsfold (I heard the 
voice of Jesus say). Quires & Places is currently back with a vengeance with what it calls #Cursed 
Carols, and this led me to various trains of thought about the numerous ways in which hymn words 
and tunes have been parodied, played with and used for purposes beyond their original intention. 
 

To start things off, I can’t resist a few new examples of these #CursedCarols – repeating my warning 
that you should ‘stop reading/trying these out when you think any semblance of good taste has 
finally disappeared’: how about Lo, he comes with clouds descending to Jubilate, everybody; Abide 
with me to The first Nowell; See, amid the winter’s snow to the Calypso Carol; or Come, thou long-
expected Jesus to What a friend we have in Jesus? Joy to the world sounds rather different when 
sung to St Anne (O God, our help in ages past), and what would Cecil Frances Alexander have made 
of her Once in royal David’s city to Summer Nights from the musical Grease…? (‘Tell me more, tell 
me more, was his cradle a stall? Tell me more, tell me more, is he Lord of all?’) Mixing seasons adds 
an extra layer of disconnect: how about Thine be the glory to Cranham (In the bleak mid-winter), or 
Forty days and forty nights to Mendelssohn (Hark, the herald-angels sing again); if association with 
the Muppets wasn’t enough, the tune of It came upon the midnight clear ‘works’ with the words of 
All glory, laud and honour. Or, for something slightly different, there’s Homo Nivalis Qui Glacialis Est 
– a metrical setting of Frosty the Snowman to an Anglican psalm chant by Charles Villiers Stanford. 
 

Perhaps the peak of all this was reached with the suggestion I saw elsewhere on Facebook that Rick 
Astley’s resurgent favourite Never Gonna Give You Up can have its lyrics replaced with the versatile 
O come, O come, Emmanuel in the verse and the even more chameleon-like Hark, the herald… in the 
chorus, with a bonus ‘Merry Christmas!’ at the end – although depending on your viewpoint there 
will either be yet better examples to come, or the old maxim that ‘things are never so bad they can’t 
get worse’ applies. 
 

Excellent as these offerings (and many more – do check out the Quires & Places website and social 
media presence1) undoubtedly are, of course we know that there is nothing truly new under the sun 
– for instance, hymn tunes have popped up in ‘One Song to the Tune of Another’, generally where 
the incongruity of the choices of words and music is particularly heightened: I remember the lyrics 
of the Undertones’ Teenage Kicks sung to Jerusalem, Blame It on the Boogie to the Battle Hymn of 
the Republic – a piece of music which has flitted between uses secular and sacred – and tunes like 
Thaxted (I vow to thee my country) or St Gertrude (Onward, Christian soldiers/pilgrims2) being 
paired with other contemporary chart hits whose titles and subject matters are perhaps not entirely 
suitable for discussion in a parish magazine…  

 
1 https://quiresandplaces.com/, where you can also find links to its Facebook and Instagram pages. 
2 In The Daily Telegraph Book of Hymns, Ian Bradley mentions that ‘there have been many parodies of this hymn’, including one 
which heartfeltly ‘expresses the frustrations of those who seek to reform the Church’: ‘Like a mighty tortoise, / moves the Church 
of God; / brothers [does the exclusive language here date or heighten the parody?], we are treading / where we’ve always trod.’ 

https://quiresandplaces.com/
https://quiresandplaces.com/


Some bona fide published matches of words and tunes sound, to the uninitiated, like they might 
have been intended as a joke: if you only know the tune Cranbrook as Yorkshire’s national anthem 
On Ilkla Moor Baht ’at then you might be surprised to thumb through Ancient & Modern and find it 
as the second tune for While shepherds watched (and what a sing it is!); I can’t quite imagine singing 
a hymn, as is suggested for God is our strength and refuge in our book, to the Dambusters’ March. 
Picardy (Let all mortal flesh keep silence) is offered as an alternative tune for For the healing of the 
nations in our book, which doesn’t feel quite right; this feeling is pretty arbitrary, though, and 
certainly to an extent down to personal taste – why does that example seem odd to me, but Forth 
in the peace of Christ we go to Duke Street (Fight the good fight) or O, for a thousand tongues to 
sing to Richmond (Praise to the Holiest/City of God, how broad and far) perfectly natural? Numerous 
folk songs have, after all, been adapted as hymn tunes for a variety of texts (Londonderry Air for I 
cannot tell, We shall go out with hope of resurrection or Hear me, dear Lord; O Waly Waly for An 
upper room, When God Almighty came to earth and even as an alternative for When I survey the 
wondrous cross); at Christmas some years ago we sang O little town of Bethlehem to The House of 
the Rising Sun, making it sound like something of a protest song. As for unlikely-sounding words, the 
hymn Thy hand, O God, has guided apparently originally contained a verse that started as follows, 
although I’d have to agree with writer Ian Bradley that it’s hard to believe that its author Edward 
Hayes Plumptre ‘should have seriously proposed such a verse… but I suppose it is possible’: ‘God 
bless our merry England, / God bless our Church and Queen, / God bless our great Archbishop, / the 
best there’s ever been.’ 
 
We at All Saints are no strangers to adding to the hymnody either, whether seriously or for fun: when 
part of our ministry team, Simon Foster and Lu Skerratt-Love both wrote words for particular seasons 
to familiar tunes which we sang in services (Simon also wrote his own music for one, which you’ll 
hear again on the Fourth Sunday in Advent); Liz Haskins has provided additional verses for You are 
the King of Glory, and more frivolously for the magazine a few years ago offered an alternative Who 
put the colours in the rainbow?, pointing out that ‘God didn’t just make the pretty-pretty and nice 
things, and one has to presume that the other things have their uses and purposes’ and beginning: 
‘Who put the bite in the mosquito? / Who put the venom in the snake?’ A rather more brutal parody 
of a hymn praising God’s creation was performed by the Monty Python team: ‘All things dull and 
ugly, / all creatures short and squat’ and so on. 
 
The chorister who loses concentration for a second could easily find themselves singing, in The angel 
Gabriel from heaven came, ‘most highly flavoured gravy’ instead of ‘most highly favoured lady’; 
many singers have, on autopilot, told us that ‘God is walking his porpoise out’ rather than ‘working 
his purpose out’. Everyone will surely have heard that the three kings arrived ‘one in a taxi, one in a 
car; / one on a scooter, beeping his hooter, / smoking a fat cigar’ (or ‘following Ringo Starr’, or 
another personal variation); and we know that while the shepherds were ‘all tuned to BBC, / the 
angel of the Lord came down, / and switched to ITV’. A commenter on a thread on X on the subject 
of hymn alterations wrote: ‘Adding another “of kings” to the final line of Give me joy in my heart 
used to drive our primary school teacher nuts’; and who hasn’t sung ‘Why are we waiting?’ to the 
opening phrase of O come, all ye faithful…? 
 
(All this is before involving technology – I have seen a few mildly amusing and fairly poor examples 
online of AI-generated hymn words and music, which have somewhat alarmingly been created 
within around 20 seconds of an instruction being typed into ChatGPT, such as ‘write me a Church of 
England Christmas hymn with four verses’; sourcing its information from sources scholarly or 
otherwise, not to mention legitimately mined or not, that have been fed into the programme.)  



Hymn tunes have for decades or even centuries been purloined for secular uses – soldiers in the First 
World War repurposed the aforementioned What a friend we have in Jesus as follows: ‘When this 
lousy [sometimes, sensibilities depending, ‘bloody’] war is over, / oh, how happy I will be! / When I 
get my civvy clothes on, / no more soldiering for me. / No more church parades on Sundays, / no 
more asking out for leave, / I shall kiss the Sergeant-Major, / how he’ll miss me, how I’ll grieve’; and 
sang of being part of ‘Fred Karno’s Army’ (the name taken from a master of music hall slapstick and 
applied to themselves by disorganised, poorly-managed volunteer soldiers) to the tune of The 
church’s one foundation. This latter tune has been used for other parodies, including an anonymous 

one of Anglo-Catholicism, again quoted in Ian Bradley’s 
excellent resource: that it rhymes ‘smells and bells and 
chants’ with ‘Protestants’ and ‘fall upon their knees’ with 
‘Rosaries’ is probably all you need to know… 
 
We will continue our affectionate look at hymns and the, 
let’s say, inventive ways in which they have been used in 
the next issue of the magazine but until then, as the 
Christmas season approaches, I invite you to busy 
yourselves by singing Good King Wenceslas to the theme 
tune from The Archers, or – my contribution – Christians, 
awake! to Finlandia (Be still, my soul); better still, as an 
after-dinner alternative to charades or another terrible 
cracker joke (maybe like the one on the left?), why not 
create your own examples – we’d love to hear what you 
come up with!  
 
Ben Noakes  
Music Co-ordinator 

 

 

 
 

Crossword  
 
In the last issue we included a crossword 
(taken from www.parishpump.co.uk) to test 
your knowledge – here is the solution. 
 
If you have come across a puzzle that you 
would like to share with readers of Saints 
Alive! then please do send it to us – we’re 
always happy to include anything that will help 
us to keep our brain cells active! 

 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/


 
   

 

 
 

Saturday 7th February 2026 for a musical celebration 
in memory of Jean Caswell and Alma Beattie.  

 
6-7pm in church followed by a ceilidh. Refreshments available. 

More info and ceilidh tickets from Des and Jenny in the New Year. 
 

 Likewise do contact Ben & Clare Noakes 
(details at the back of the magazine) 

if you would like to sing in the choir for 
Midnight Mass, Christmas Day 

or the First Sunday of Christmas; 
or Martha Ann Brookes 

(mabrookes67@btinternet.com) if you are 
interested in finding out more about the 

Village Band and the Children’s Carol Service. 
 

Please see the flyer elsewhere in this issue 
for further information about services 
over Christmas, in particular the notice 

that this year there will be 
two identical Carols by Candlelight services 

on Sunday 21 December, 
at 4pm and 6:30pm. 

On the subject of music, there will be carol singing in the Village Square to raise money for 
Birmingham Christmas Shelter between around 11am and 12:15pm on Christmas Eve 

and we would welcome anyone who would like to join us to sing – 
or to enthusiastically shake a bucket! 

 
                  

                 
          

            
 

              
               

          

mailto:mabrookes67@btinternet.com
https://www.birminghamchristmasshelter.org/
mailto:mabrookes67@btinternet.com


From the PCC 
 
Since the last edition of Saints Alive! there has been one Parochial Church Council (PCC) meeting on 
18 November. The meeting was well attended and there was meaningful and lively discussion. 
 
The following is a résumé of the points discussed or items presented in advance of the meeting: 
 
Finance: 
Current financial situation: Our treasurer provided in advance of the meeting a copy of the income 
and expenditure assessment, the balance sheet and the average planned giving assessment for the 
Church Accounts to the end of October 2025. 
 
He gave an oversight review of the salient points of this information: 
 
Expenditure: The treasurer reported that expenditure to the end of October 2025 was circa £113.1K. 
Most items were as predicted at the budget stage apart from worship which was slightly higher. 
 
Income: The treasurer reported that income to the end of October 2025 was more than expenditure 
at circa £115.1K giving credit of about £2K. He said he would like it to be more so that more could 
be allocated to good causes. 
 
Fundraising: This was roughly as budgeted although did include an amount of £500 from the 
pantomime in February. However, the recent silent movie night had raised an additional £500. 
 
Balance sheet: The treasurer pointed out that money is currently being held in two bank accounts 
and also in the CCLA investments. There was a reasonable amount of money in the Vicar’s 
Discretionary Fund and he had recently received some money from Kings Norton. 
 
Overall net worth: The treasurer reported that overall, at this time, the church balance net worth is 
circa £204K, but as reported previously this does include the as yet unpaid long-term loan of circa 
£170K to the Development Company with no specific repayment date. 
 
Regular giving: The treasurer reported that the average monthly giving for the last 12 months 
compared with the average for the previous 12 months was still lower at minus £41. Problems with 
the cash machine appeared to have resolved for the time being. Our treasurer confirmed that there 
was an annual fee for having the cash machine of 0.75% of money deposited. 
 
Finance campaign: The money received from regular giving has been less than last year for several 
months now indicating that a finance campaign is essential in order to keep the church account in 
the black. The amount of giving received has not really reached pre-Covid levels yet. David, our vicar, 
has prepared information on expenditure to be included in a draft presentation pamphlet as part of 
the campaign to encourage people to reconsider their current giving to the church. This was 
forwarded to members in advance of the meeting for comment. There was general acceptance of 
this. This would be presented to the congregation for comment shortly. There are a lot of new people 
in the church who may not be aware of these costs and the pamphlet give an insight into this. 



Common Fund: The so-called Common Fund is money paid by churches to the diocese to cover the 
cost of stipendiary ministry (the vicar), training and developing current and future clergy, curates, 
and parish missions infrastructure across the city and region. The money allocated to curates has 
increased quite significantly but they are our future vicars and necessary to help the diocese’s 
growth plan (see later) to succeed. The amount that each parish is asked to pay for the year is based 
on an assessment by the generosity team in the diocese that aims to agree a long-term growth plan 
for a parish which sets the Common Fund contribution of that parish in the context of the plan. 
However, the actual amount to be paid by a parish is flexible depending on the parish’s actual ability 
to pay it and the amount actually to be paid is decided by the PCC. Usually All Saints pays all the 
amount and sometimes more to support less wealthy parishes. In 2025 All Saints was asked to pay 
circa £77K, equivalent to £6,400 per month, which it managed to pay in full. However, the amount 
for 2026 has been determined by the diocese at circa £94K which is a substantial increase. At this 
point our treasurer and PCC have decided that this is not really affordable based on the current 
status of the church account and has decided a monthly amount of £6,550 would be appropriate for 
the time being. However, if the stewardship campaign proves to be successful they may consider 
increasing the amount.  
 
Easter Walk of Witness insurance: David reported that he has now received the outstanding money 
from Churches Together in Kings Heath for their contribution towards this. 
 
Christmas charities: It is usual for donations from the Christmas services to be dedicated to three 
chosen charities. As mentioned in last month’s Saints Alive!, it is likely that a local charity, Safe 
Families and Home for Good, may be selected as one of the three. Other charities being considered 
are the Disasters Emergencies Committee, Médecins Sans Frontières and/or UNICEF, particularly to 
support Gaza and Sudan. The final choice to be made at the next Standing Committee meeting. 
 
Safeguarding: 
Safeguarding co-ordinator: Paul Collins, our new safeguarding officer, continues to become familiar 
with the task and complete his training. 
 
Safeguarding training: He has now completed the requisite diocesan online training and is due to 
attend a leadership course early in the new year. This will complete his formal training. 
 
DBS & ID checks: These checks are now taking place smoothly and coming through very quickly. He 
now has the paperwork stored safely and securely and is working on some minor improvements to 
the process. This reduces the risk of a person’s DBS going out of date or their not having one at all. 
 
Safeguarding Hub: Paul has some concerns that because the regular update of DBS checking is 
currently a manual process where reminders are not ordinarily automatically issued to individuals, 
whether staff or volunteers, there is a risk of persons not being aware that they have to update their 
DBS check and safeguarding training. 
 
Paul has now migrated information from local storage to the web-based Safeguarding Hub, a free-
to-use tool being introduced by the Church of England. This will help him to manage the monitoring 
of DBS checks and safeguarding training of individuals and to send out reminders and keep their 
status in date. 
 
Safeguarding Dashboard: As indicated previously, this will work in conjunction with the Safeguarding 
Hub. It indicates an individual’s DBS or safeguarding training status. Paul is currently dealing with 
any outstanding matters. 



Churchwarden’s report: 
New churchwarden: John Wallace-Howell, our new churchwarden, is now settling into the role with 
the assistance from former wardens and has expressed his gratitude for all the support that he has 
received so far. 
 
Security: Following a security review, he has now implemented a number of changes to improve 
security in a variety of areas. 
 
Christmas carol service: John reported that the two services arrangement is now adopted and details 
are being formalised. 
 
Deanery Synod report: The Deanery Synod has had one meeting recently, held on 22 October. For 
many years, our diocese has had a vision of ‘growing churches’ at the heart of each community. This 
vision is rooted in the conviction that every parish, every oversight area, every worshipping 
community, can be a place where people encounter the life transforming love of Jesus. Bishop 
Michael explained in the meeting that they have recently received a significant amount of grant 
funding from the National Church to help the diocese move towards realising this vision of a ‘growing 
church at the heart of each community’. The money will enable the diocese to move forward with 
confidence, to build on what God is already doing across the diocese. He stressed that it is important 
to be clear that they did not shape the vision to attract this funding. They sought funding to resource 
the vision that God has revealed to them. 
 
The strategy that underpinned the bid, and which will be shaping this coming season, stands on four 
pillars: sustainability, leadership, parish growth, and church revitalisation and planting. 
 
Sustainability: Since Covid, our Common Fund income here in Church of England Birmingham has 
fallen sharply, leaving an annual deficit of over £1m; we’ve covered that from our reserves, but those 
reserves are nearly gone and without this intervention that we’ve received, Church of England 
Birmingham would be forced into deep cuts, weakening our capacity for ministry and mission. So 
the grant funding provides a bridge of time and support to rebuild financial sustainability across the 
diocese.  
 
Leadership: Flourishing churches need flourishing leaders, lay and ordained, and these leaders need 
to be equipped for diverse and complex contexts, those that make up Church of England 
Birmingham. Part of the grant funding will strengthen the parish leadership pipeline across church 
traditions. Finding, forming and deploying more entrepreneurial leaders of faith, wisdom and 
resilience is a priority. It will enable more curacies. 
 
Parish growth: Through prayer, it is hoped that every parish and every oversight area will grow, and 
not just in size alone, but in vitality and in depth of discipleship. Through this funding, mission and 
discipleship enablers will work alongside clergy and lay leaders to help discern and support local 
growth. 
 
Revitalisation and planting: Some churches are ready to share people and skills and energy to help 
another community to flourish. Other churches need that fresh input to find life again. The bid 
supports revitalisation and new planting, not as a takeover, but as a partnership in mission. Stronger 
churches will be encouraged and equipped to help revitalise others, and new worshipping 
communities will be established where there is little or no existing Christian witness. Several of these 
are already in view, and the National Church has set aside further in-principle funding for the next 
wave of developments. 



Reordering: The first meeting of the Reordering Group took 
place on Saturday 8 November. It was an exciting, lively and 
constructive meeting. David is pleased that there are some 
newer members of the congregation in the Group. 
 
Toilet twinning: The amount collected has been very 
generous, sufficient to finance six toilets in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Malawi, Nigeria, Pakistan, South 
Sudan (left) and Uganda – locations chosen due to 
involvement of members of the congregation, and the dire 
need in these places. Thanks to Des Workman for organising 
this and for the information here and below. 
 
Next meetings: These are scheduled as follows: 
 
SC: 9 December 2025; 17 February, 21 April, 9 or 23 June 
(provisionally), 20 October 2026. 
PCC: 20 January, 17 March, 19 May, 21 July, 15 September, 
17 November 2026. 
 
Tony Cocks 
PCC Secretary 
 

Safe loos save lives 
 
Around the world, 354 million people are still forced to 
go to the toilet out in the open. They’re robbed of their 
dignity, at risk of disease, and for women and girls 
especially, they’re at risk of harm. That stinks. 
 
But thanks to you, we can work with local teams to 
support sustainable access to private toilets, safe 
drinking water and healthy hygiene. By finding your 
toilet’s other half, you’re changing lives – just like 
Phillip and his family’s in Malawi. 
 
From fear to flush 
Phillip lives in Gwengwe village, Malawi, with his wife 
and four boys. Until recently, going to the toilet wasn’t 
just unhygienic. It was dangerous. Open pits attracted 
flies and spread diseases. 
 
‘Life was a struggle for my family,’ Phillip says. ‘We 
were getting sick because of poor sanitation.’ And with 
no doors, there was zero privacy.  
 

You’re making a splash – thank you 
Following World Toilet Day we want to celebrate loo legends like you. Phillip and his community have been 
able to build brand new toilets and can use the loo safely, privately, and in peace. Phillip says: ‘My family, 
my wife and children feel very happy because of this toilet. Anyone who enters it is safe and feels safe.’ 
Like you, we think what happens in the loo, should stay in the loo. By twinning your toilet you’re helping 
more communities like Phillip’s access safe, private toilets. So next time you lock the bathroom door, 
remember the amazing difference you’re making.                                                    https://toilettwinning.org/ 
 
 

https://toilettwinning.org/


 
  

Accessing and paying for the magazine 
 

The Saints Alive! magazine is available in digital form on the All Saints website at 
https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications,with hard copies available to pick up from the 
back of church each month. The suggested donation for each issue is £1, but cost should not be a 
barrier to anyone in the church reading the magazine in either online or printed form. Cash donations 
can continue to be made via the slot at the back of church; alternatively a standing order can be set 
up to pay in advance for a year’s-worth (10 issues) of the magazine – please see the form below – or 
a cheque made payable to All Saints Kings Heath PCC can be sent to the Parish Office (address is on 
the back page). The form gives the individual the ability for their payment to go towards one of three 
areas – please select the General Purpose Fund (GPF) and delete the other two. The church’s Charity 
Commission Number is 1145723. Finally, if you or someone you know would like a copy of the 
magazine posting out each month then please contact us as below to arrange this. 
 

Ben & Clare Noakes                             magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org 
Editors           07967 730156 / 07929 593097 
 

 
 
If you bank online, you will be able to use the details below to set up a standing order: 
 

Name:  The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church Account no: 71801163 
Reference: GPF (magazine)      Sort code: 40-11-15 
 

If you have any problems or questions about setting this up, or the church’s finances in general, please 
contact Steve Brittle, Treasurer on 01905 772171 or zena_steveb@btinternet.com. 

https://allsaintschurchkh.org/about-us/publications
mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org
mailto:zena_steveb@btinternet.com


 
 

We are always pleased to receive contributions for Saints Alive! – 
thanks to everyone who has supported the magazine during 2025. 

 
There is no magazine in January, but if you have any comments, suggestions, 
ideas for articles, ‘Getting to know you’ responses (see below), or would like 

to submit something for inclusion in the February edition or beyond,  
please contact Ben & Clare Noakes, Editors: 

 
E: magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org       T: 07967 730156 / 07929 593097 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

 
 

Getting to know you 
 
 

It’s been a while since we included a ‘Getting to know you’ interview in the magazine, which is a 
shame as it’s one of our favourite features and gives us all a chance to find out a little more about 
each other. Particularly as we have welcomed a number of new members into the congregation over 
the last year or two, we’d love to get to know you better – and give you a chance to learn something
          about more longstanding fellow Saints. 
 
In the past we have gratefully included contributions from All Saints members ranging in age from 3 
to 95+ so if you haven’t already been featured, please could we encourage you to send us answers 
to the questions below, along with a photo, for future publication – or why not interview or suggest 
someone for this feature? Whether you have been here for six months or 60 years, we look                                                                
   forward to hearing from you – our contact details are in the box above. 

 
What is your name? 

What is (or was) your day job? 
How long have you been at All Saints? 

What are you currently involved in at church? 
What has been your most memorable service/event/activity since you’ve been here? 

Do you have a favourite hymn/Bible passage? 
What are you reading at the moment? 

Who from history/literature/film would you like to strike up a correspondence with and why? 
Tell us a joke… 

 

mailto:magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Who’s Who 

 

Worship (for clergy see back page) 
  

Children’s Worship Co-ordinators Sarah Jeffery 07759 386758 
 Grace Storey 07813 322697 
Youth Group (year 7 upwards) Jenny Warbrick 0121 444 0260 
Music Co-ordinators Ben & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
   
Church upkeep   
Vergers Liz Haskins c/o 0121 443 4579 
 Paul Smart c/o 0121 443 4579 
Sacristan Bernice Mattis c/o 0121 443 4579 
Altar Linen Wendy Ross 0121 444 1423 
Head Server Vacant  
Electoral Roll Officer Tony Cocks 0121 441 2945 
Parish Magazine Ben & Clare Noakes 07967 730156 

07929 593097 
 
Finance team 

  

Treasurer Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Expenditure Officer Vacant  
Income Officer Ted Hammond c/o 0121 443 4579 
Insurance & Investments Tony Cocks  0121 441 2945 
Gift Aid Philip & Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
Envelope Giving Scheme Martha Ann Brookes 0121 444 5655 
 
 

Groups, clubs and organisations 

  

All Saints Ramblers Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Christine Powell  
Badminton Club Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
 Steve Brittle 01905 772171 
Bible Reading Fellowship Des Workman 0121 443 5292 
Lunch Club Vacant  
Meditation Group Daniel Wilson 0121 449 9869 
   
 
Planned giving: All are invited to join the planned giving scheme, contributing by Direct Debit (Parish 
Giving Scheme), Standing Order or Weekly Envelope. Taxpayers – please sign a Gift Aid declaration 
for reclaiming of tax and use of payroll giving if possible. Contact the Finance Team for further 
information. The church’s Charity Commission Number is 1145723.  
 
Parish Office: For enquiries about baptisms, baby naming services, banns and marriages, please 
contact the Parish Office: 9:30am-3pm Monday-Friday or via parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org. 

mailto:parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org


 
  

Ministry to the sick: Visiting the sick at home or in hospital – please inform the Ministry Team of 
anyone who is sick. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and oil is kept for ministry to the sick. 
 
Ministry of healing: Laying-on of hands and anointing – last Saturday in the month at 9:15am as part 
of Morning Prayer, occasional Sunday evenings (as announced), and at home or in hospital as 
requested. 
 
Communion of the sick: At home or in hospital, as requested, communion is taken, monthly, to the 
long-term sick or housebound. 
 
Other ministries: For blessing of homes, celebrations of anniversaries, thanksgiving after childbirth, 
confession and counsel, please contact the Ministry Team. 
 

 
  Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

 

Officers Lay Vice Chair 
Martha Ann Brookes  

Secretary 
Tony Cocks 

Treasurer 
Steve Brittle 

 0121 444 5655 
 

0121 441 2945 01905 772171 

Members  Jim Andrew 
Margaret Andrew 
Sarah Baker 
Philip Brookes 
Tim Cuthbertson 

Roger Drew 
Margaret Healey-Pollett (Reader) 
Vivien Thickett 
John Wallace-Howell (Warden) 
David Warbrick (Vicar) 
 

Claire Wesley (Reader) 
Daniel Wilson 
Sarah Wilson 
Des Workman 
Sheila Workman 

    
     
    
    
    

 
 

All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC) 
 

Chair Sarah Wilson c/o 0121 443 4579    office@allsaints-cdc.co.uk  
Projects Co-ordinator 
Facilities Manager 

Andy Savage 
Nick Pearson 

c/o 0121 443 4579     andy@allsaints-cdc.co.uk 
07352 970109       facilities@allsaints-cdc.co.uk  

Administrator 
Hall & Room Bookings 
    
 

Angela McDermott 
Angela McDermott 
 

0121 443 4579         angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk 
0121 443 4579         angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk 
            

 All Saints Community Projects (ASCP) 
 

Chair Mary Miles 0121 449 0851 
All Saints Youth Project Vicki Willinger 0121 443 1842 

 

The Robin Centre for Older People 
 

Centre Manager Paula McGrath 0121 444 8111 
 

mailto:office@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:andy@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:facilities@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
mailto:angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk


 
  

Ministry Team 
 

Vicar  David Warbrick vicar@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  0121 444 0260 

Churchwardens John Wallace-Howell c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Vacant  

Licensed Readers Margaret Healey-Pollett c/o 0121 443 4579 

 Claire Wesley 0121 444 2778 

Reader Emeritus John Parkin c/o 0121 443 4579 

Pastoral Care Team Juliet Bick, Becky Frall,  c/o 0121 444 0260 

 Margaret Healey-Pollett,   

 Wendy Ross, David Warbrick  

 Jenny Warbrick, Des Workman  

Safeguarding Co-ordinator Paul Collins safeguarding@allsaintschurchkh.org 

  07497 781681 

Prayer Circle (for confidential prayer requests) parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org  

   0121 444 0260 
 
 

Worship 
 

Sunday  08:00  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00  Parish Communion (sung) with Junior Church 
     All Age Worship on the first Sunday of the month 
   18:30  Evening service 
 
Weekdays  Morning Prayer (09:30 Monday & Saturday; 09:15 Tuesday & Thursday) 
   11:30  Holy Communion (Wednesday) 
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