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Welcome to  
your Parish Church  
in the Diocese of Birmingham 
 

 

Holy Communion on Epiphany III 
Sunday 22nd January 2023 

We gather 
If you are worshipping at home, have ready in an honoured place a portion of food 
and something to drink.  It may be bread and wine or something else. Set your 
Bible alongside.  You might light a candle. 
 

Music as we gather: King of the ages, almighty God 
 

King of the ages, almighty God, perfect love, ever just and true. 
Who will not fear you and bring you praise? All the nations will come to you. 

 
1. Your ways of love have won my heart, and brought me joy unending. 
Your saving power at work in me, bringing peace and the hope of glory. 

 
2. Your arms of love are reaching out to every soul that seeks you; 
your light will shine in all the earth, bringing grace and a great salvation.  
 
3. The day will come when you appear, and every eye shall see you. 
Then we shall rise with hearts ablaze, with a song we will sing for ever. 

 

(words & music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty, arr Andrew Wilson) 
 

When the song ends we stand to sing: And can it be 
 
1. And can it be that I should gain 
an int’rest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/king-of-the-ages-almighty-god?
https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/and-can-it-be?
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2. He left his Father’s throne above 
so free, so infinite his grace; 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race; 
’tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me. 

 
3. Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
my chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

 
4. No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

 
(words: Charles Wesley; music: Thomas Campbell) 

 
Priest: In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with us all.    

All:  And also with you. 
 

WELCOME and NOTICES 
 
We pray: 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We seek forgiveness 
CONFESSION 
Deacon: Jesus said “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.”  At 

the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we confess all 
that divides the church and all humanity 

Silence 
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Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
and against one another,  
in thought, and word, and deed.   
We are truly sorry for our pride, and for our lack of faith,  
of understanding and of love.   
We repent of our narrow-mindedness,  
of our bitterness and our prejudices.   
Pardon and forgive us,  
save us and renew us,  
that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION  

May almighty God cleans us from sin and make us worthy of the 
kingdom of his glory.  Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA  
 
1. Glory be to God in heaven, 
peace to those who love him well; 
on the earth let all his people 
speak his grace, his wonders tell: 
Lord, we praise you for your glory, 
mighty Father, heavenly King; 
hear our joyful adoration 
and accept the thanks we bring. 

2. Only Son of God the Father, 
Lamb who takes our sin away, 
now with him in triumph seated, 
for your mercy, Lord we pray: 
Jesus Christ, most high and holy; 
Saviour, you are God alone 
in the glory of the Father 
with the Spirit: Three in One! 

 
We pray THE COLLECT for the Third Sunday of Epiphany  

 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of 
your saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and 
in all our weakness, sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BIBLE READINGS  Isaiah 9:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

HYMN   
1. Firmly I believe and truly 
God is Three and God is One; 
and I next acknowledge duly 
manhood taken by the Son. 

2. And I trust and hope most fully 
in the Saviour crucified; 
and each thought and deed unruly 
do to death as he has died. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A1-4&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A10-18&version=NRSVA
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3. Simply to his grace and wholly 
light and life and strength belong, 
and I love supremely, solely, 
him the holy, him the strong. 
 

4. And I hold in veneration, 
for the love of him alone, 
holy Church as his creation, 
and her teachings as his own. 

5. Adoration ay be given, 
with and through th’ angelic host, 
to the God of earth and heaven, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
(words: John Henry Newman alt; music: Warwickshire ballad, arr & harm Ralph Vaughan Williams) 

 
We remain standing for the GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:12-23 
 
In church, when it is announced, we say: 
   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON in Church is from John Parkin whose sermon will be available on the 
website shortly. 
 

      We affirm our faith 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

We stand and at home, if able, we turn to look in the direction of Church, to affirm 
our faith: 
 
Deacon: We stand to affirm our faith in God revealed to us as Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit: 
All:  We believe and trust in God the father,  

source of all being and life,  
the one for whom we exist. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human nature,  
died for us and rose again. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A12-23&version=NRSVA
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This is the faith of the Church. 
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

(adapted from Common Worship) 

 
INTERCESSIONS  are led by Helen Lloyd. 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to 

hear us when we pray in faith. 

At the beginning of this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we ask forgiveness for 

our divisions in the past and in the present.  When we feel critical of others’ beliefs 

and styles of worship, please help us to recognise the ways in which your Holy Spirit 

is working in their lives and in our lives and help us to grow closer to Jesus who 

loves us all equally. 

We ask for your blessing on the service of Prayer for Christian Unity on Wednesday 

evening at New Life Baptist Church – and on future meetings of Churches Together 

in Kings Heath.  

We pray for Christians of all denominations in the Ukraine and other countries under 

attack who are struggling with your command to love our enemies and pray for 

those who persecute us. 

We commit to your loving care the Pentecostal church in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, where 17 people were killed and 39 wounded while they worshipped you 

last Sunday.  We ask you to give wisdom and courage to Christian leaders in the 

Congo and to guide us in how to use our safety to help others who are not safe.  

Help us to see your great light shining in darkness. 

Please bless the meeting of the youth group this afternoon, the Iona service this 
evening and all the church activities this coming week. 

Strengthen Bishop Anne, David, Tariro and all your Church in the service of Christ, 

that those who confess your name may be united in your truth, live together in your 

love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord in your mercy…..Hear our prayer. 

We pray for everyone working in the National Health Service - thinking of Thandi, a 

member of All Saints working in an Accident and Emergency Department without 

nearly enough staff.  Please sustain her and any other members of our fellowship 

who are coping with the anxiety and anger of people waiting for treatment and are 
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overwhelmed by the difficult decisions they have to make and the sights they see 

every day.  We pray for those who’ve made the difficult decision to go on strike and 

for those who are deciding how to respond.  We also pray for those we know who 

are ill or in pain and are afraid that their treatment will be delayed or inadequate. 

Help us to see your great light shining in darkness. 

We pray for members of our fellowship in other fields of work who feel they must go 

on strike and for those we know who are badly affected by strikes.   

Give wisdom to all in authority; and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice 

and of peace; that we may honour one another, and seek the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy…..Hear our prayer. 

We pray for members of this church, members of our families, our friends and 

neighbours who are LGBTQ+. We pray for the new LGBTQ+ Chaplaincy in our 

Diocese and ask you to guide the Church of England’s thinking and responses. 

As we think of all the divisions and hatred surrounding trans rights in the Scottish 

and Westminster Governments, in the Green Party and in many other organisations, 

help us to see your great light shining in darkness. 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbours, that we may 

serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

Lord in your mercy…Hear our prayer 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, remembering 
especially the Minister of New Life Baptist Church, David Barber, who’s seriously ill 
and Iain Galloway at Marie Curie Hospice.  We pray also for Lynn Busfield and Ruth 
Tetlow.  We pray for Charlotte Dunlop and Maddie Hems.  Help them to see your 
great light shining in darkness. Give them courage and hope in their troubles; and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy…..Hear our prayer. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ, especially 
Andrew Palmer and Mary Priday and any others known to us personally.  Help their 
bereaved families and friends to see your great light shining in darkness. 

And according to your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy…..Hear our prayer. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole 

creation to your unfailing love.  
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Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ,  Amen. 

THE PEACE  
We pause to remember each other: those worshipping at home, and those 
worshipping in Church.   In Church, if able, we stand. 
 
Deacon: Christ came to preach peace to those who are far off and peace to those 

who are near. The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
  And also with you. 
 
  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN When God Almighty came to earth  
 

1. When God Almighty came to earth, 
he took the pain of Jesus’ birth, 
he took the flight of refugee, 
and whispered: “Humbly follow me.” 
 
2. When God Almighty went to work, 
carpenter’s sweat he didn’t shirk, 
profit and loss he didn’t flee, 
and whispered: “Humbly follow me.” 
 
3. When God Almighty walked the 
street, 
the critic’s curse he had to meet, 
the cynic’s smile he had to see, 
and whispered: “Humbly follow me.” 

4. When God Almighty met his folk, 
of peace and truth he boldly spoke 
to set the slave and tyrant free, 
and whispered: “Humbly follow me.” 
 
5. When God Almighty took his place 
to save the sometimes human race, 
he took it boldly on a tree, 
and whispered: “Humbly follow me.” 
 
6. When God Almighty comes again, 
he’ll meet us incognito as then: 
and though no words may voice his plea, 
he’ll whisper: “Are you following me?”  

 
(words: John L Bell & Graham Maule: music: Somerset folk song, coll Cecil Sharp, arr Richard Lloyd) 

 
The Table is prepared in Church.  At home, now is the time to say the Lord’s Prayer 
(below) and consume the food and drink you have prepared, first praying: 
 

God, whose Spirit unites and inspires us, with this symbolic meal bind 
me into the fellowship of the world wide church, and assure me of my 
place in your heart.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/when-god-almighty-came-to?
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We celebrate God’s faithfulness 
In Church we stand, if able, for the Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Worthy of praise and thanksgiving are you, Lord God, for you 
summoned all things into being, and from the beginning you beckoned 
your creation to fullness of life in you.  Through covenant you claimed a 
people to share your life; in slavery you called them to freedom; in exile 
you summoned them to faithfulness; in their sin you beckoned them 
toward your light.  From the first day until now you have called creation 
to share your goodness.  In Christ you came seeking our salvation with 
your very life, bidding us to come and follow.  Our rejection of him led 
to the horror of the cross, but you have drawn us to yourself for ever 
through the glory of his resurrection.  And so with your people on earth 
and with the company of heaven we join the unending hymn: 

 

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord.  God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Sustaining God, in you many become one.  You gathered fishermen 
from their nets to become apostles, just so you take grain from the 
fields and grapes from the vine to make this holy meal.  And now you 
gather us around this table to remember the story of our redemption.  
Make us one body.  Sustain us by the grace of the one bread we share 
and one cup of blessing which we bless.  Send you Spirit upon this 
bread and wine that it may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 
Who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke 
the bread, and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat: this is my body 
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”   

A bell is rung. 
After supper he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 
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covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

A bell is rung. 
Deacon: Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Generous God, in Christ you threw wide the net of your grace, calling 
the disciples one by one to be your followers; not in their own 
righteousness, but because you would have us be your companions and 
share your glory for ever.  Reveal in your church the wideness of your 
mercy.  Bless those today who wonder if they have strayed too far to be 
found by you or to be among your people.  Inspire all who struggle to 
know their purpose in your kingdom and long to hear your voice.  
Beckon your disciples to come and follow, to work alongside you, casting 
the net of grace, until all are gathered in and one in you, ever-seeking 
and ever-saving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Deacon:     As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Priest: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All:       Though we are many, we are one body.   

 For we all share in one bread. 
 

Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he gave for you.  Eat in remembrance that he died for you and feed on 
him in your hearts with thanksgiving. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer of the world, give us your peace. (x2) 
 

We pause to remember all who pray at home, then share the bread and wine,  
now for us the body and blood of Christ. All are welcome to receive.  If you prefer 
not to share the common cup, receiving just the bread is as much communion as 
receiving both.  If you prefer not to receive but would value a prayer of blessing do 
come forward and simply keep your hands by your sides.  We will pray for you. 
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For the sake of those with gluten intolerance, please do not dip your wafer in the wine. 
 
SONGS during Communion  O God, you search me and you know me 
 

1. O God, you search me and you know me. 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down you are before me: 
ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 
2. You know my resting and my rising. 
You discern my purpose from afar, 
and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
in every moment of life and death, you are. 
 
3. Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
you have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding: 
God of my present, my past and future, too. 
 
4. Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 
even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 
5. For you created me and shaped me, 
gave me life within my mother’s womb. 
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 
safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

  
(words & music: Bernadette Farrell, based on Psalm 139) 

And  
1. There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 
 
Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit till the work on earth is done. 
 
2. Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain. 
 
3. When I stand in glory, I will see his face, 
and there I’ll serve my King for ever, in that holy place. 

 

(words: Melody Green, based on Scripture; music: Melody Green, arr Christopher Tambling) 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/o-god-you-search-me-and-you?
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We are sent out 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with your Word [and 
with the body of Christ]. Strengthen us in the power of your 
Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING  
May the Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, teach us to walk in his 
way trustfully, to accept his truth faithfully and to share his life lovingly, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may come as one family to the 
kingdom of the Father.  And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us always.  
Amen. 

 
SONG  Sent by the Lord am I (We sing 3 times) 
 

Sent by the Lord am I; my hands are ready now 
to make the earth the place in which the kingdom comes. 
 
Sent by the Lord am I; my hands are ready now 
to make the earth the place in which the kingdom comes. 
 
The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain 
into a world of love, of justice and of peace. 
 
The task is mine to do, to set it really free. 
Oh, help me to obey; help me to do your will. 

 
(words: Jorge Maldonado; music: Central American folk melody, arr John L Bell) 

 
 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ, Amen. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/sent-by-the-lord-am-i-1?
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All Saints Safeguarding and child protection coordinator is Mary Miles (0121 449 0851) - if you 

have any concerns or worries about children, young people or vulnerable adults and don't know 

what to do don't hesitate to contact me 

 

 

 


