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Morning Prayer 
at home with your 

Parish Church  
in the Diocese of Birmingham 
 

 

Sunday 6th November 2022 
Third Sunday before Advent 

 

Preparation 
 

You may wish to mark your time of worship by arranging a table with a cloth, a candle and your 

Bible, or anything, such as flowers, that makes it a special reflective space. 

Music: click on the links to hear and join in the music.  Click stop at the end of each. 

HYMN All hail the power of Jesus’ name 
 
1. All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name, 
let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 
and crown him, crown him, crown him, 
crown him Lord of all. 
 
2. Crown him, all martyrs of your God, 
who from his altar call; 
praise him whose way of pain you trod, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 
3. O prophets faithful to his word, 
in matters great and small, 
who made his voice of justice heard, 
now crown him Lord of all. 

4. All sinners, now redeemed by grace, 
who heard your Saviour’s call, 
now robed in light before his face, 
O crown him Lord of all. 
 
5. Let every tribe and every race 
who heard the freedom call, 
in liberation, see Christ’s face 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 
6. Let every people, every tongue 
to him their hearth enthral: 
lift high the universal song 
and crown him Lord of all. 

(words: Edward Perronet, adapt Michael Forster; music: William Shrubsole) 

 
 
At home, we pause to remember those gathered in Church who, in turn remember us.   
 
We take this time, united in Christ, to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we may find new ways to serve God. 
  

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/all-hail-the-power-of-jesus-1?
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Prayers of Penitence 
 
We pause to consider the ways, corporately or individually, wisdom has been eclipsed by pride or 
selfishness. 
 
We confess 
 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.  We are sorry and 
repent.  Have mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our wrongdoing and 
cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
We keep silence, then acclaim: 
 

Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
 
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song we will praise our God. 

 

The Word of God 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:1-15 

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s 
daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his 
own house and the house of the LORD and the wall around Jerusalem. The 
people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet 
been built for the name of the LORD. 

Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 
sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon 
in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon 
said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life 
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of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour all your 
life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping 
my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will 
lengthen your life.’ 

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt-offerings 
and offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 

 

PSALM 40 If you are able, you might stand to read this psalm aloud.    

I waited patiently for the LORD; 
   he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the desolate pit, 
   out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
   making my steps secure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, 
   a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
   and put their trust in the LORD. 
 
Happy are those who make 
   the LORD their trust, 
who do not turn to the proud, 
   to those who go astray after false gods. 
You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 
   your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us; 
   none can compare with you. 
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 
   they would be more than can be counted. 
 
Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, 
   but you have given me an open ear. 
Burnt-offering and sin-offering 
   you have not required. 
Then I said, ‘Here I am; 
   in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
I delight to do your will, O my God; 
   your law is within my heart.’ 
 
I have told the glad news of deliverance 
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   in the great congregation; 
see, I have not restrained my lips, 
   as you know, O LORD. 
I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, 
   I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 
   from the great congregation. 
 
Do not, O LORD, withhold 
   your mercy from me; 
let your steadfast love and your faithfulness 
   keep me safe for ever. 
For evils have encompassed me 
   without number; 
my iniquities have overtaken me, 
   until I cannot see; 
they are more than the hairs of my head, 
   and my heart fails me. 
 
Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; 
   O LORD, make haste to help me. 
Let all those be put to shame and confusion 
   who seek to snatch away my life; 
let those be turned back and brought to dishonour 
   who desire my hurt. 
Let those be appalled because of their shame 
   who say to me, ‘Aha, Aha!’ 
 
But may all who seek you 
   rejoice and be glad in you; 
may those who love your salvation 
   say continually, ‘Great is the LORD!’ 
As for me, I am poor and needy, 
   but the Lord takes thought for me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
   do not delay, O my God. 
 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 22:15-22 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that 

you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 

deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, 

what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you 
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hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a 

denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They 

answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When 

they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
We stand and turn to look in the direction of Church, to emphasise our gathering around a 
precious, shared story, and respond to our Colossians reading: 
 

 All: We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family 
in heaven and earth is named. 

 
We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

 
  We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  

who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God;  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.   (from Common Worship) 

 

Prayers 
We pray THE COLLECT for the Third Sunday before Advent 
 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having 
this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in 
power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

All:  Our Father in heaven… 
 

FOR REFLECTION 
We hold Solomon before us as someone with power, influence and wealth, yet also humility to 
know his own limitations.  We see his family life in the hinterland of his leadership.  We see his 
religious practice leading his people. 
 
In the company of Jesus, we see a less healthy political and religious combination as leaders plot 
to entrap Jesus and make him a political prisoner.     
We hear the word “tax” on Jesus’ lips. 
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We turn our reflection into PRAYERS: 
 
We pray for communities around the world where leaders seem devoid of wisdom and pray for 
healing where the far right is in the ascendency, and the politics of resentment has taken hold, 
including Italy and Israel. 
 
We pray for any in public life whose family are forced into the foreground through unpleasant 
publicity or intrusive journalism. 
 
We pray for places where religion and politics are in unhealthy alliance, including Russia, Brazil. 
 
We pray for political prisoners in Egypt, which is hosting a COP Climate Change Conference 
shortly.  
 
We pray for greater justice and deeper wisdom in our taxation structures.   
 
Among those who are unwell we pray for Margaret Shepherd, Mike Cheesbrough and all who are 
confined to home and continue to pray for Iain Galloway and Paul Briggs. 
 
Among those who have died we remember Valerie Hancock, Janet Prvulovich and William Ryan. 
 
 
HYMN Be thou my vision  
 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
 

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 
be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r, 
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

4. Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise, 
thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 
 

5. High King of heaven, when battle is done, 
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

 (words: Irish [c8th century], trans Mary Byrne & Eleanor Hull; 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/be-thou-my-vision?
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music: traditional Irish melody, arr Colin Hand; 
descant: John Wilson alt) 

 
Imagining all whom we miss, we pray for each other: 
 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England  

is copyright © the Archbishop’s Council (2000) 

 

 

 


