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Morning Prayer 
at home with your 

Parish Church  
in the Diocese of Birmingham 
 

 

Wrestling with faith 
Sunday 16th October 2022 

 

Preparation 
 

You may wish to mark your time of worship by arranging a table with a cloth, a candle and your 

Bible, or anything, such as flowers, that makes it a special reflective space. 

Music: click on the links to hear and join in the music.  Click stop at the end of each. 

HYMN Lord, thy church on earth is seeking  

 
1. Lord, thy church on earth is seeking 

thy renewal from above; 
teach us all the art of speaking 
with the accent of thy love. 
We would heed thy great commission: 
“Go now into every place – 
preach, baptise, fulfil my mission, 
serve with love and share my grace.” 

 
2. Freedom give to those in bondage, 

lift the burdens caused by sin. 
Give new hope, new strength and courage, 
grant release from fears within. 
Light for darkness; joy for sorrow;  
love for hatred; peace for strife: 
those and countless blessings follow 
as the Spirit gives new life. 

 
3. In the streets of every city 

where the bruised and lonely dwell, 
let us show the Saviour’s pity, 
let us of his mercy tell; 
to all lands and peoples bringing 
all the richness of thy word, 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/lord-thy-church-on-earth-is-seeking?
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till the world, thy praises singing, 
hails thee Christ, Redeemer, Lord. 

(Hugh Sherlock) 

 
At home, we pause to remember those gathered in Church who, in turn remember us.   
 
We take this time, united in Christ, to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we may find new ways to serve God. 
  

Prayers of Penitence 
We confess:   
 

Almighty God, long-suffering and of great goodness: I confess to you, I confess with my 
whole heart my neglect and forgetfulness of your commandments, my wrong doing, 
thinking and speaking: the hurts I have done to others, and good I have left undone.  O 
God, forgive me, for I have sinned against you; and raise me to newness of life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
We keep silence, then pray: 
 
May almighty God who forgives all who truly repent have mercy upon us, pardon us from 
all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 32:22-31 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent 

them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left 

alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that 

he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and 

Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let 

me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless 

you bless me.’ So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, 

‘Jacob.’ Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 

Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 

prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, 

‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So Jacob called 

the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is 

preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of 

his hip. 

PSALM 121 If you are able, you might stand to read this psalm aloud.  
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I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
   from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
   who made heaven and earth. 

 
He will not let your foot be moved; 
   he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel 
   will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 
The LORD is your keeper; 
   the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
   nor the moon by night. 

 
The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
   he will keep your life. 
The LORD will keep 
   your going out and your coming in 
   from this time on and for evermore. 

 
GOSPEL READING Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 

God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept 

coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a 

while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 

will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 

coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will 

not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will 

he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to 

them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
We stand and turn to look in the direction of Church, to emphasise our gathering around a 
precious, shared story, and respond to our Colossians reading: 
 

 We declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
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 Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he was buried;  
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
afterwards he appeared to his followers,  
and to all the apostles,  
this we have received and this we believe.  Amen.  (cf 1 Corinthians 15:3-7) 

 

Prayers 
We pray THE COLLECT for the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what 
lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your 
commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

All:  Our Father in heaven… 
 

FOR REFLECTION 
How grumpy do you think God is? 
 
It’s not a flippant question.  Some of Jesus’ more challenging parables, like todays, appear at first 
to cast very unpleasant people in the role of God.  In fact, he provokes our reaction to such 
people, then invites us to think, is that really what we think God is like?  Many, even most people 
live with some sense of inadequacy, fraudulence, impostor syndrome or inarticulate feeling that 
we’re about to be found out about something.  Today’s parable about a heartless judge shows 
how even the least pleasant, amoral character can accidentally do a good thing for very selfish 
reasons.   Having admitted that, we are invited to turn to prayer afresh, chuckling at ourselves for 
thinking God will be reluctant to hear us. 
 
One of the subtle things about the parable is that the woman making the petition is not 
particularly pleasant.  She has a case, and according to Mosaic Law should be given special, not 
scant attention precisely because of her legal and social vulnerability.  However, the Greek used 
shows her wanting revenge, not merely justice. It shows her not merely bothering, but 
threatening to give the judge a black eye.  (Our NRSV translation is a touch tame.)  Jesus invites 
us to pray whether or not we have reached a happy, peaceable place, or found calm enough 
within to be pleasant to those around us. 
 
In Jacob we meet a really rather unpleasant, self-possessed man, about to try and buy his 
brother’s forgiveness with lots of presents.  Yet his night time struggle with a mysterious figure 
earns him the name “Israel” which means “Struggles with God”.   This scene is emblematic of 
Hebrew-Christian experience of human being, romanticising neither God nor humanity.   
 
Before turning to prayer, then, allow yourself time to consider what demeanour you think God has 
as you approach her/him with your questions, petitions and deepest desires.  If you find your way 
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easily into prayer, good.  Let no one disabuse you of that.  If you find it a struggle, or fear God 
may still be frowning, rest assured you are in a long tradition of the most faithful. 
 
 
We turn our reflection into PRAYERS: 
 
We pray for any like Jacob living with regret, or conflict ensuing from their selfish decisions.  
 
Picturing the widow Jesus casts in his story, we pray for anyone struggling to get a hearing, 
especially for women, not least in Iran, needing courage and persistence to be heard by male 
dominated institutions. 
 
We pay for unfeeling people with too much power, that even they might accidentally sometimes 
make the right decisions, even if for the wrong reasons. 
 
We pray for any whose image of God is negative, severe or unyielding, that her/his Spirit may 
reach in and reassure them. 
 
We pray for those at the beginning of life: celebrating the baptism of Emma Noakes today. 
We pray for those at the end of life, including David Carter whose funeral is this week and Canon 
Priscilla White, formerly Chair of the House of Clergy.   

 

SONG  Heaven shall not wait 
 

1. Heav’n shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience, 
the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend: 
Jesus is Lord, he has championed the unwanted; 
in him injustice confronts its timely end. 
 

2. Heav’n shall not wait for the rich to share their fortunes, 
the proud to fall, the élite to tend the least: 
Jesus is Lord; he has shown the masters’ privilege – 
to kneel and wash servants’ feet before they feast. 
 

3. Heav’n shall not wait for the dawn of great ideas, 
thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of pain: 
Jesus is Lord; he has married word and action; 
his cross and company make his purpose plain. 
 

4. Heav’n shall not wait for triumphant hallelujahs, 
when earth has passed and we reach another shore: 
Jesus is Lord in our present imperfection; 
his pow’r and love are for now and then for evermore. 
 

(words & music: John L Bell & Graham Maule)) 

 

 
Imagining all whom we miss, we pray for each other: 
 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/heaven-shall-not-wait?
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