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Morning Prayer 
at home with your 

Parish Church  
in the Diocese of Birmingham 
 

Hunger for Harvest  
Sunday 2nd October 2022 

Preparation 
You may wish to mark your time of worship by arranging a table with a cloth, a candle and your 

Bible, or anything, such as flowers, that makes it a special reflective space. 

Music: click on the links to hear and join in the music.  Click stop at the end of each. 

HYMN  All creatures of our God and King 
 
1. All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
thou silver moon with softer gleam: 

O praise him, O praise him, 
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, 
O praise him, alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
ye lights of evening, find a voice: 
 O praise him… 
 
3. Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for thy Lord to hear, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
that givest us both warmth and light: 
 O praise him… 
 
4. Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
O praise him, alleluia! 
The flow’rs and fruits that in thee grow, 
let them his glory also show. 
 O praise him… 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/all-creatures-of-our-god-and?


2 
 

 
5. Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 
O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One. 
 O praise him… 

 
(words: William Henry Draper alt, based on the ‘Cantico di Frate Sole’ of St Francis of Assisi; 

music: ‘Geistliche Kirchengesang’, Cologne [1623], arr Ralph Vaughan Williams) 

 
 
At home, we pause to remember those gathered in Church who, in turn remember us.   
 
We take this time, united in Christ, to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to hear and receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we may find new ways to serve God. 
 

 Prayers of Penitence 
 
We pause to consider the need for so many foodbanks in Britain today  

the ways human conflict disrupts the growth and distribution of food; 
and how human greed has polluted the earth and atmosphere.  

 
We confess: 

God our creator, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully.  Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them 
to us.  Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.   
 
When we are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry, Father, in your 
mercy: forgive us and help us. 
 
We are thoughtless and do not care enough for the world you have made.  Father, 
in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 
 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven.  
Father, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.  Amen.    

(adapted from Common Worship) 

  
We keep silence, then acclaim: 

 
Blessed is the Lord, 
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 
 
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song we will praise our God. 
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The Word of God 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently 
observe, so that you may live and increase, and go in and occupy the land 
that the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember the long way 
that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in 
order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether 
or not you would keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you 
hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your 
ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD. The clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not 
swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a parent disciplines 
a child so the LORD your God disciplines you. Therefore keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing 
him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with 
flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys 
and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat 
bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are 
iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and 
bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has given you. 
 
PSALM 100 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
   Worship the LORD with gladness; 
   come into his presence with singing. 

 
Know that the LORD is God. 
   It is he that made us, and we are his; 
   we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
   and his courts with praise. 
   Give thanks to him, bless his name. 

 
For the LORD is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever, 
   and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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GOSPEL READING John 6:32-25 

Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread 
always.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We stand and turn to look in the direction of Church, to emphasise our gathering around a 
precious, shared story, and declare our faith in God, as revealed in the humility of Christ: 
 

All:  We believe in God the Father,  
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son,  
who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
who strengthens us with power from on high.   
 
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

  Prayers 
We pray THE COLLECT for the Harvest 
 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you give us the fruits of 
the earth in their season: grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of 
those in need and for our own well-being, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

 
REFLECTION  
 

Think of a time when you were really hungry.  What was the physical sensation?  How did hunger 

occupy your thoughts and affect your behaviour? 
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Dwell for a while on the verse from Deuteronomy:  

He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with 

which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you 

understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of the LORD.  

 

Think of other things you may hunger for such as: 

a person’s company    love 

justice        God 

   learning    culture 

Are there any things you realise you should be more hungry for? 

We turn our reflection into  PRAYERS:   

We pray for the foodbanks we support and the conditions that make them necessary, and for 
anyone whose hunger affects their decision and behaviour, especially any children who set off for 
school feeling hungry. 
 
We pray for a healing of any unhealthy cravings in our life,  
then for those in the hearts of any leaders of nations who hunger for territory, another’s 
humiliation, status. 
 
We pray that God will meet our good desires, our honest human longings and fill us with the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
As at home we miss the sacraments, and so we pray wistfully but gladly for Benjamin, Isabel and 
Joshua receiving Communion for the first time today at Church. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

We pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All:  Our Father in heaven… 
 
 

HYMN We plough the fields and scatter 
 
1. We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand: 
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain. 
 
All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 
 
 

https://soundcloud.com/all-saints-kings-heath/we-plough-the-fields-and?in=all-saints-kings-heath/sets/hymns-and-readings-for-sunday-4th-october-2020
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2. He only is the maker of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
he fills the earth with beauty, by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. 

  
3. We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good: 
the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer for all thy love imparts, 
and, what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts.  
 
(words: Matthias Claudius, trans Jane Montgomery Campbell alt; 
music: Johann Abraham Peter Schulz, harm John Bacchus Dykes) 
 

 
 
Imagining all whom we miss, we pray for each other: 
 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England  

is copyright © the Archbishop’s Council (2000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


