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From the vicarage
Dear friends and neighbours,

Surrounded by sharp, angular, forbidding, peaks, you have to persevere to find this place of peace
and tranquillity. There are people like that, too, their character somewhat threatening, intimidating,
angry or well defended. It takes patience and perseverance sometimes to reach the beautiful,
generous, cherishing and cherished person inside.
It was a privilege to meet John Bryant, whose anger and demanding character saw off quite a few
carers and care home staff. My predecessor (a very different John) had conducted his wife’s funeral
some years before. Now he was bedbound, in constant pain for years after some failed surgery. This
once very active man was cruelly confined. The energy that ran his remarkable jewellery business
now fizzed and burned in the confines of his room. Angry criticism of surgeons, carers, authorities
of various kinds went round and round in spirals. Apart from the physical pain, the pain of
bereavement never abated, the film star photograph of his wife of 50 years opposite his bed. Years
on, he missed her horribly.
I do understand the difficulty some care home staff experienced. They deserve respect and
appreciation for their vocation. I also understand how angular John became. Yet there were glowing
embers of warmheartedness within, I could just see.

We hosted John’s funeral at All Saints last year. At last he is at peace.
An exceptionally loyal and patient friend of John’s acted as his executor, and contacted me to say
that John had left a significant amount of money to our Development Company. He had clearly
spoken with John Wilkinson about the project when his wife’s funeral took place. Years later, we
received a gift of over £50,000. His will also left similar amounts to animal welfare and several
charities providing healthcare and utilities in Africa. As Tariro reminded us in a sermon recently, a
will can display a great deal about a person’s passions and character.
John was a gemologist. He looked knowingly into some of the most beautiful things that the earth
produces. Many of them come from Africa, of course. It may be ironic that he who knew so much
about beauty presented such a forbidding character to many. Yet through the pain of his later years,
the generosity, a peaceable desire for strangers’ wellbeing, clearly still glowed within.
This summer, God willing, I will sit by this lake once more. The forbidding mountains accentuate
human mortality in a remarkable way. It is a time when, in the silence and space, one can meet and
recognise the character sometimes hidden within our own defences. Far from escape, it is a reality
check; a time of truthfulness; a time to discover where your character has been pushed out of shape,
the image of God distorted by your experience; to discern what areas of life are inhibited by
resentment; time to touch the peace and self-acceptance in the centre of our being. It’s a time to
admit one’s mortality and ask God to shape anew the character and bearing we so briefly present
towards the world.
All good wishes for summer, however and wherever you live it.

David

Get involved…!
We are always pleased to receive contributions for the magazine – including
reviews, tales of what you have been able to do over the summer,
and reports about activity across the church campus and beyond.
If you have any comments, suggestions, ideas for articles
or would like to submit something for inclusion in a future issue,
please contact Ben & Clare Noakes, Editors:
E: magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org

T: 07967 730156 / 07929 593097

Catering for the community
07546 946455

allsaintscatering@outlook.com

MEALS DELIVERY SERVICE
Are you, or is anyone you know, struggling with meals due to
isolation, or financial hardship during the Coronavirus crisis?
Could you, or they benefit from:
• Low-cost meals delivered to their home?
• Signposting, by one of our caring volunteers, to other support
or advice services, that may be able to give help or
assistance.
For more information:
• Call 07546 946455 between 9.00 – 12 noon. At other
times, please leave a message, and one of our volunteers
will get back to you.
• Email
allsaintscatering@outlook.com

My first year
What a year it has been! A year of learning, growing, and building
relationships.
I have to say, I have really and truly enjoyed my first year here as
a deacon. The first few months were full of conversations, getting
to know people, having food together – be it in the garden or over
a dining table trying to maintain social distancing. Yes, it was a
challenging time as there were many things that were uncertain
but even in that, there was always something to look forward to. I
still remember my first walk in the Highbury Park as I was being
shown the hidden corners full of beauty, listening to the history
and having a picture taken.
Some things have really stood out, like my first baptism with David
in July here at All Saints and the joy of sharing our faith and being
able to say you are welcome into the family of God. It felt really different being able to do that as a
deacon and it is something I will remember among many other memories.
September saw the Coat of Hopes coming through
Birmingham from Newhaven on its way to Glasgow for
COP26 and many of us sharing and contributing by
making patches. All Saints Village Square became the
Birmingham stitching stop and I enjoyed seeing different
people who form our community coming to give patches
while also sharing the inspiration behind them and
singing the stitching song. I am glad I was able to be part
of this, not just to share a patch but also to stitch some
on to the coat and try it on before it went to the next
stop on its long journey.
What a busy month December was! However, despite
the busyness, it was a joy to see the church coming
together to serve the community through different
events and services held in the Square, in church and in Kings Heath as a whole. We had the carol
service and sang carols in the Square to raise money, had a joint Christmas dinner with other
churches, and there were the services from Christmas Eve to Christmas Day itself. It was at some of
these events that I was able to have conversations with people who are not regulars at our services
but who look forward to them and how they feel a sense of belonging which I too felt could relate
to. It was my first Christmas here and yet I felt like I was part of the family and not an outsider.
Doing an ecumenical Lent course was enriching for me and again spoke volumes on community and
how we can come together to learn and encourage each other; as did the walk of witness and our
services for Easter from Good Friday to Easter Sunday as all were welcomed. There has also been
ongoing training away from our Sunday services and life here at All Saints where I have engaged with
the diocese at large in learning including serving during services and visiting other churches as well
as at large within the Anglican communion.

As I look back on every service and gathering we have had, each has
taught me something about the love of Christ and being open to the
joy and the blessings we can receive from being with others and
sharing together. I have laughed, and cried with laughter, at jokes
being shared, danced, and shared of myself in singing, dancing, and
playing drums. I have loved being with Youth Group and young
people playing a character in murder mystery and getting my face
painted just as I have standing at the front during a service or acting
out a sermon
solo. I have
enjoyed
the
birthday meals
at the vicarage,
the conversations, stories, and answers shared
when David asks that one question which has
been different every single time!
This would not be complete without
expressing the joy that I had at my priesting
and my first Holy Communion service. I am
glad that we are living in this new normal
because it meant that over the two days we
could celebrate together as a family as you
have all contributed in different ways to who I
am now as a priest. Looking back to the
ordination day itself, I remember saying: ‘My
heart is full.’ From the laying of hands by the
bishops as well as David and Cathrine, my
supporting priest, to giving a blessing myself just outside the cathedral, I think I finally understand
what Luke chapter 2 says: ‘Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.’ I will
treasure that day and will always look upon it and reflect on God’s faithfulness.
Thank you all for all the support and love you have given me, and I look forward to many more days
of working and serving each other as we grow in Christ.
Tariro Matsveru

Following the ordinations at Birmingham Cathedral on Saturday 25 June, what a joyous service we
had at All Saints the next morning as Tariro celebrated her first Eucharist. Present were a mix of
congregation newer and longstanding, young and old (particularly enhanced as June also marked
the return of regular children’s activity on Sundays), along with visitors to support Tariro, and this
mix was reflected in a morning that, while rooted in a ‘regular’ All Saints service, embraced
traditions, music and language from far beyond.
The first hymn, for instance, was The Church’s one foundation, traditional and apt for such an
occasion, and sung alternating between English and Shona from verse to verse; the other
congregational hymns included two songs well known at All
Saints (Spirit of God, come dwell within me and The Spirit lives
to set us free) and another chance to sing There’s no-one like
Jesus, moving from English to Shona to Zulu and back again as
Tariro prepared the table. The choir sang two items from
Zimbabwe (as with There’s no-one like Jesus, both also
recorded for the recent online CofE service from All Saints,
which can be found at www.shorturl.at/aNW48), If you believe
and I believe and Jesu tawa pano; at the end of communion,
one voice from the visiting party started to sing the words
Areruya! Kuna Jesu (to the tune we more commonly use for
What a friend we have in Jesus), and it was moving as other
voices across the church gradually joined in, again alternating
between languages (we know this hymn as Alleluia, sing to
Jesus). The song drew to a close as the table was cleared after
the Eucharist, and then we moved from reflective to party mood as Tariro’s friends had everyone
dancing along as they sang Mweya, wangu, inzwa Tenzi (Hark my soul, it is the Lord – rather a
different setting from that in our hymnbook!).
We had an interesting and thought-provoking sermon from Tariro’s guest, Canon Lameck Mutete,
and English words to the first part of the Eucharistic Prayer were printed in the order of service
alongside the Shona text which Tariro read. We were then invited to join in the Lord’s Prayer in our
mother tongue. A bounteous bring and share lunch in the hall completed what was, as Tariro says,
a weekend to be remembered and treasured.
One other thing: don’t forget the Zimbabwean evening with Tariro, raising money for Christian Aid,
from 7pm on Saturday 16 July – contact Des Workman for tickets and more information.

From the registers
We remember:
Dilys Prescott, whose ashes were buried in the Memorial Garden on 19 June

From the PCC
As PCC and Standing Committee meetings tend to alternate on a monthly basis, June was meant to
host a Standing Committee meeting. On this occasion, for a number of reasons, an actual meeting
did not take place but a number of issues were discussed remotely.
Finance: The treasurer provided an update on the financial situation showing that the current status
of the church income and expenditure in isolation continues to be in credit and improving, although
this does not account for the necessary essential major repairs to the tower to secure the building
for future generations.
With regard to the overall picture, including the Development Company and the Centre, the
treasurer reported that the net worth of the site had also increased from circa £177,000 in April to
circa £181,000 in May.
Churchwarden: The churchwarden raised further issues on the saga of the pigeons. It would appear
that the pigeons have managed to get back into the north porch and the tower. The churchwarden
has managed to deal with the north porch but the tower is more involved and a plan is yet to be
finalised.
The Churchwarden also advised that he would be arranging for a periodic electrical survey to be
undertaken.
PCCs: history, facts and functions
As the reporting on matters since the last meeting of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) in May is
rather brief, I thought it may be of interest to readers to reflect a little on the origins of the PCC, its
characteristics and other facts and functions. The following information is extracted from a number
of sources.
In the long history of the Church of England, the PCC is a relatively recent invention. Until the early
years of the 20th century the administration and finances of a parish were the legal responsibility of
the incumbent and the churchwardens. The members of congregations had little say in the running
of the church except in electing the churchwardens.
Civil Parish Councils were first established to reinvigorate local communities and give them a voice.
Previously, parish meetings would have been held in the vestry of the local church.
For a variety of reasons, including a general movement towards greater ‘democracy’, a
Parliamentary Bill was promoted to create Civil Parish Councils. After a difficult passage through
parliament and many amendments, this Bill became an Act in 1894. Its effect was the establishment
of civil parishes and to transfer all non-religious functions from the church to the elected Parish
Councils. Since then, Parish Councils have seen extra discretionary functions added but remain
largely unchanged; they have escaped many of the changes imposed by Westminster on other layers
of local government.
Separate Parochial Church Councils were first given legal status in 1919. Since then, a number of
Acts have defined and refined the composition, functions and rights and responsibilities of the
Parochial Church Council.

Parochial Church Councils were set up in 1921 by the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure
1921 Act as a successor to the vestries or Vestry Meetings, which had had their civil functions
removed in the 1884 Act. The subsequent 1956 and 1969 Acts now govern the establishment and
function of Parochial Church Councils.
So far, there have been 21 councils in the history of the Church since the year 325. Prior to that,
serious persecution prevented widespread meetings. There were, however, less organised councils.
In the Bible we have an example of a Church Council (Acts 15-16). Paul and Barnabas went to
Jerusalem in Israel to settle the circumcision issue.
The First Council of Nicaea: Though the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15 and Galatians 2) was the first
Church Council, attended by the Apostles, the first Ecumenical (worldwide) Council was called by the
Roman emperor Constantine the Great with Pope Saint Sylvester I sitting on the Throne of Peter as
the 33rd successor of Christ’s appointed apostle.
Currently the rules governing the PCC are set out in the Church Representation Rules 2006 which
form part of the Synodical Government Measure 1969. The PCC is a corporate body, a separate legal
entity, and is therefore separate from the members of the PCC. For that reason, changes in the
membership of the PCC should not result in any changes to contracts etc entered into by previous
members because it is the PCC, as a legal entity in its own right, which has entered into contracts.
Another consequence is that individual PCC members should not become personally responsible for
the liabilities of the PCC.
The PCC is a charity by virtue of its objectives, which are basically the advancement of religion and
the making of provision for public worship, and the members of the PCC are the trustees of the
charity.
PCCs are not, at present, required to register with the Charity Commission as they are classified as
excepted charities by virtue of the Charities (Exception from Registration) Regulations 1996. The
regulations only remove the requirement to register (and therefore submit accounts and returns to
the Charity Commission) but PCCs must comply with all other aspects of charity law.
The PCC has responsibility for a whole range of things including the care, maintenance and insurance
of the church and its contents and the care and maintenance of the churchyard, responsibility for
the conduct of the financial affairs of the parish, rights regarding women priests, rights in relation to
church appointments, functions in relation to church services etc.
It largely discharges its responsibility for the financial affairs of the parish by the appointment of a
treasurer, but this does not absolve it of ultimate responsibility and for that reason the PCC should
require the treasurer to make regular reports on the financial position to PCC meetings.
The Charities Act 1993 and The Claims Reimbursement and Reporting System (CRRs) charge the
trustees with a number of specific duties in relation to finances such as the keeping of proper
accounting records, the preparation of annual financial statements and an annual report, the
appointment of an independent examiner or auditor and making arrangements for the examination
or audit to be carried out, presenting the annual report, financial statements and independent
examiner’s or auditor’s report to the APCM and displaying those before and after the meeting.

As the annual report and financial statements are the responsibility of the PCC, the CRRs require
them to be approved by the PCC and signed by the chair and one other PCC member before
presentation to the APCM. Another area of responsibility is that of notifying the Data Protection
Commissioner where necessary in respect of data held in accordance with the Data Protection Act
1998.
Under the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 the PCC has a number of functions such
as co-operation with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the Church,
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical, the consideration and discussion of matters concerning
the Church of England or any other matters of religious or public interest, but not the declaration of
the doctrine of the Church on any question, making known and putting into effect any provisions
made by the Diocesan Synod or the Deanery Synod, but without prejudice to the powers of the
council on any particular matter.
The incumbent and the PCC each have their own particular rights and responsibilities in the life of
the church but the important theme here is partnership and co-operation. More specifically, the PCC
is responsible for the maintenance of the church buildings and churchyard, and, with the incumbent,
for deciding how the church’s money is to be spent.
The PCC is formally the employer of any paid workers. The PCC has the right to be consulted about
major changes to the forms of worship used in the parish and about the appointment of a new
incumbent. It is also consulted about any pastoral scheme affecting the parish.
PCC membership will include one or more members of the Deanery Synod, who have an important
role in linking the parish into the wider structures of the church. The CRR requires that members of
the PCC shall hold office from the conclusion of the annual meeting at which they were elected until
the conclusion of the third annual meeting thereafter, one third retiring and being elected each year.
That said, a PCC member may resign their membership by notice in writing sent or given to the
secretary and the resignation shall take effect on the date specified in the notice or, if no date is
specified, on receipt of the note by the secretary.
The size of the PCC depends on the size of the electoral roll. Where fewer than 50 are on the roll the
PCC will be six; for between 50 and 100 the PCC will be nine; and for over 100 there may be an
additional three members for every 100 up to a maximum of 15 members. The PCC may also co-opt
additional people, up to one fifth of the elected members, or two people (whichever is the greater),
being either clergy or laity. The term of office of a co-opted person shall be until the conclusion of
the next annual meeting.
I hope you find the above as interesting as I have as a fresh PCC secretary, and if you feel that you
would like to become part of this interesting and relatively powerful group, possibly to influence
how All Saints operates, then there are still some spare seats to be had on our PCC.
Next meetings: These are scheduled as follows:
SC Meetings: 18 October, 20 December 2022
PCC Meetings: 19 July, 20 September, 15 November 2022
Tony Cocks
PCC Secretary

Warden’s musings
At the end of June we celebrated Tariro’s ordination and her first service presiding at the Eucharist,
and it was a fabulous occasion! There was a lot of love in the room and it is clear that Tariro is well
appreciated by everyone who knows her. We are very lucky to have her with us for a few years. Not
only will it ease the burden on David (as we will see when he takes a well-earned break soon) but,
as you will have read last month, Tariro is already working with others to offer a reimagined Sunday
evening service that should offer something for everyone. I’m sure we’ll see many other facets of
Tariro’s abilities over the coming years. Just think – when she gets the top job, we’ll be able to say
we were there when she started…
It is encouraging to see new faces at All Saints and wonderful when people are comfortable enough
to get stuck in straightaway. I think that says a lot about the whole congregation at All Saints. I know
that Becky and I felt welcome and like we’d come ‘home’ when we first walked through the door
nearly 20 years ago. Writing it down, it seems like a long time ago, but a few weeks ago David
preached on the re-visioning process and asked those who were around when the original vision was
prepared to put their hands up, and it reminded me that I am still a relative newcomer. Those who
prepared the original vision had already been at All Saints long enough to know what needed fixing
25 years ago! I’ve been involved with writing the draft of the new vision and it was interesting how
little in the vision needed to be changed. I think the enduring character of the All Saints congregation
and community owes a lot to those people who put their hands up in that service a few weeks ago
and to those who came before them. I guess All Saints attracts those who believe in this vision and
that helps to reinforce it and ensures it continues through generations.
Sadly I missed the Theatrical Revue. Or more accurately, due to hosting a friend of mine from the
US, happily the audience was spared the (additional) pain of my performance of whatever it was I
was going to perform. I won’t say what it was in case another opportunity for me to embarrass my
family occurs at some point in
the future. I have heard a nasty
rumour that there is a panto
planning meeting soon: ‘Oh no
there isn’t,’ I hear you cry – or
weep. [Oh yes there is – as you’ll
see elsewhere in this issue! - Ed]
In the meantime, I think the PCC
has a future agenda item to
determine if ‘All Saints Players’ is
an appropriate title with the
suggestion that the ‘Misery and
Suffering Committee’ may be
more appropriate. In light of
there being new members of the congregation who may join the Players, rules may be required to
ensure that the standards don’t inadvertently slip higher than their current bucket-scraping
maximum. I write all this in the knowledge that one of our editors is also the All Saints Players’
producer, so it will probably just be viciously struck out – partly to get me back for including a picture
of a guinea pig in a wizard hat last month. So much for journalistic freedom… [It’s okay, I like guinea
pigs – other Ed]

Guy Singh-Watson (founder of Riverford Organic Farmers and winner of BBC Good Food Awards)
doesn’t have to worry about this as he writes and edits his own newsletter. I think it is available
online (try searching for ‘Wicked Leeks’). I often find that I agree with a lot of what he writes, and
his articles often align closely with values of fairness and ecological care. A recent one was titled
‘Food Strategy: another casualty of dysfunctional politics’ (I do like a bit of politics with my food…).
Many of his articles point out the benefits of traditional organic methods of farming, honed over
many generations, which have often now been sacrificed on the altar of efficiency, cost-saving and
production targets.
An article I saved from a few weeks back (‘Eden was perennial’) was discussing how farming, and
consequently our diets have changed from growing and eating perennial plants to annuals.
Perennials, which stay in the ground and grow again each year, take up space so farmers can’t plant
another crop after the first has been harvested. But the fact that they already have roots in the
ground as the soil warms after winter means they get off to a fast start and help fill the ‘hungry gap’
– that period when last year’s produce has all been eaten or gone off but this year’s isn’t ready to
harvest. In the UK we get through this by using heated greenhouses or transporting crops from other
parts of the world. Our ancestors would have had to rely on perennial crops which start growing
more quickly once the soil warms up in spring. Perennial plants stop annuals growing so much as
they start growing earlier and deny light and water to any seeds in the soil.

Artichokes photo credit: Riverford website Wicked Leeks

To grow annuals, we have to dig out the perennial plants and replant annuals every year, which
disturbs the soil and degrades it – releasing more CO2. Guy’s article points out that we humans have
a tendency to disturb nature in the belief
we know better and can ‘improve it’.
‘Improve’ here (like the word ‘develop’)
often equates to ‘mess it up’. He
concludes that we have the plants we
deserve. We eat over 90% annual plants
and generally they are ‘a narrow range
of ecologically unstable, short lived,
genetically impoverished crops, growing
in soils stripped of their microbial life,
with most of their carbon released by
excessive cultivation.’ His conclusion is
that we need to learn from nature and
start growing and eating more perennial crops if we are to survive on this planet. The Wicked Leeks
website also has some good recipes.
If you regularly read this diatribe, my apologies. You may, however, be wondering what book I was
sent with my mystery book subscription… you probably weren’t, but I’ll tell you anyway. It was called
War with the Newts, written in 1936 by Czech author Karel Čapek. It’s the story of a ship’s Captain
who discovers an isolated community of salamanders on a remote island and teaches them to bring
him pearls in exchange for which he educates them and provides them with tools and weapons to
defend themselves against predators. He gradually helps them find new territories so they can
multiply. This delicate balanced exchange breaks down when the captain dies and the company built

up around this venture decides to start selling off the creatures for profit and exploit them. I haven’t
finished it, but based on the title, you kind of know where it’s going. It’s a story, obviously, but it’s
interesting that this basic idea of humans exploiting resources and upsetting the applecart is so
persistent through almost every field of human endeavor. Hopefully we are just starting to learn this
lesson. And hopefully it’s not too late?
I wish you all a happy summer holiday. I have two months now to think of how to get a picture of a
guinea pig into the next article…
Chris Pearce
Churchwarden

A quiz for really bright people!
Many thanks to Helen Hingley, who has forwarded us this quiz from her sister in Australia. The
introduction for the quiz reads: ‘There are only nine questions. This is a quiz for people who know
everything! They are straight questions with straight answers [which will appear in the next
issue].’
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the score or the
leader until the contest ends.
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backwards?
3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing seasons. All other
vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the only two perennial vegetables?
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?
5. In many liquor stores you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle. The pear is
whole and ripe, and the bottle is genuine; it hasn’t been cut in any way. How did the pear get
inside the bottle?
6. Only three words in standard English begin with the letters ‘dw’ and they are all common words.
Name two of them.
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name at least half of them?
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any
other form except fresh.
9. Name six or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the letter S.

Cake for compassion
I’m currently working towards my Chief Scout Gold Award and part of this was to organise a personal
challenge to fundraise or do something for the community. At the end of June I held a cake sale at
church to raise fund for BIRCH, a local charity which helps asylum seekers and refugees in Moseley
and Kings Heath.
I was really grateful that some of my church friends offered to help me and baked cakes to add to
those I’d baked at home (I did all the baking and I only let my mum and dad supervise!). On the day
I set everything up and labelled everything, ready for the end of the service, which also happened to
be Tariro’s first communion service, so there were lots of people there! I was amazed at how many
people wanted to buy cakes and also how generous people were in making extra donations even if
they only bought one cake – or in some cases no cakes!

I had set a goal of raising £35… in the end I raised £157.22! I just want to say a huge thank you to
everyone who helped me raise this amazing amount of money for a really important cause.
Olly Noakes

Music Matters

Be still, my soul and Tell out, my soul; from Daily, Daily to All through the night; home recordings
and raising the roof at church: a journey through the variety of All Saints musical activity in 2021.
Over the last few years, in the July & August issue of the magazine we have looked back to see how
many different hymns were sung at All Saints in the previous calendar year, so here comes the survey
for 2021…
As we can probably all just about remember, 2021 was another unusual year, and rather a ‘hybrid’
one as far as church services and music were concerned. Frustrations at a return to lockdown in
January, and continued restrictions on group singing, were slowly alleviated by a joyous outdoor
service on Easter morning, the restarting of in-person services, a gradual return to congregational
singing during the summer and, finally, a resumption of (enthusiastically-)sung services, with choir,
from September.
During 2021, then, music was programmed for 61 services (the same number as in 2019), as follows:
• 21 services at 10am on Sundays, on 3 January and between 18 April and 29 August inclusive.
For these, four hymns, a communion item and a voluntary were recorded (along with
readings, intercessions and the occasional introit); in church, the recorded first, Gospel and
final hymns were played through the PA system for the congregation to listen/hum along to,
along with the communion piece; the voluntary, plus music before the service and anything
extra required during communion, was played live. Those in church also heard a short solo
played by the musician(s) on duty each week, in place of humming along to the recorded
offertory hymn. The relaxation of restrictions on congregational singing in church preceded
the return of the choir, so on the last few of these Sundays worshippers sang along to the
recordings, or to the hymns played live on the organ or piano.
• 13 Sunday services (mostly following the Morning Prayer order) between 10 January and Palm
Sunday inclusive, plus services for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, which
were recorded only.
• One sung Holy Communion service on Easter Day – introit, hymns, setting and a piece during
communion (appropriately, How can I keep from singing?) were sung live on the Village
Square, while everything was recorded for those at home.
• 17 sung Holy Communion services at 10am on Sundays in September, October, November
and December. New recordings were not made from September onwards, but an order of
service was put online each Sunday with links to any musical items included which had
previously been recorded, and to the texts of the readings. September also marked our return
to singing the Gloria and during the Eucharistic Prayer.
• A further six services in church only: Memorial, remembering Gill Cole and John Davies, Carols
by Candlelight, Children’s Carols, Midnight Mass and Christmas Day. (A Christmas service,
with links, was also put online.)
(There was no music at any Wednesday services, when they could take place, in 2021, although
ordinarily we don’t count these in our totals anyway as when a hymn is sung at these we almost
always simply repeat one from the previous Sunday; likewise we haven’t included anything sung at
weddings, funerals or standalone baptisms, or any services put on by external organisations.)

These 61 services included 204 different congregational hymns 1 – given that, as mentioned, for a
number of weeks we could only join in from our own homes, or by humming in church, as in the July
& August 2021 issue I use the term ‘congregational’ slightly apologetically and for want of any better
way of describing the (usually four) hymns that, in ‘normal’ times, would be sung by all at various
points: in a Holy Communion service, for instance, these are at the start, before the Gospel, at the
offertory (throughout 2021, this could more accurately be described as after the Peace or while the
table is prepared, as no collection was made and brought forward at this point), and as part of the
blessing and dismissal. The Morning Prayer order also offers four slots for hymns, while services on
high days and holy days are more flexible.
Of these 204 different hymns, then, 29 appeared twice – although still well below the 40 that did so
in 2018 and the 38 in 2019, this is an increase on last year’s 22 which is not surprising as, while in
2020 when the majority of services were either recorded only or not sung along to in church our aim
was to provide as much variety as possible and take the opportunity to introduce a number of new
items for people to listen to and familiarise themselves with, in the latter months of 2021 we took
the equally deliberate decision to provide parishioners denied the opportunity for congregational
singing for so long with the chance to give full voice to numerous favourites.
This is particularly noticeable when we see that compared with only one last year (and seven in 2019
and nine in 2020), in 2021 there were 11 hymns – admittedly including four extremely well-loved
seasonal ones – that were included three times for the congregation, as follows:
All hail the power of Jesus’ name 2
All my hope on God is founded
Father, Lord of all creation
For the beauty of the earth
Hark, the herald-angels sing
O come, all ye faithful

O Lord, all the world belongs to you
Tell out, my soul 3
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
We three Kings
While shepherds watched

The majority of these congregational hymns were from our Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New
(sometimes using tunes, arrangements and descants from other books, and sometimes with verses
omitted), but 23 were from other sources. Of the 204, four also featured before the service (this
‘slot’ was largely only used when we were back to services with choir from September onwards) and
five during communion, including Be still, my soul on two occasions. Before services a further four
items from our book and 13 from other sources were sung; in the communion slot a further 26 pieces
from CAHON appeared, along with 25 from other sources, including three twice. (Referring to this is
‘during communion’ is, for part of the year, another misnomer – Morning Prayer is not a Eucharistic
service but does have space for an anthem in place of what we usually call ‘music during
communion’.) Across the board, then, the most featured hymn of 2021, included four times for the
congregation – twice recorded and twice live – was Now thank we all our God, sung to Nun danket
(which tune also forms the basis of an excellent organ voluntary by James Pethel which I played in
church and recorded last year too).
If I’ve done my maths right – and on the offchance that anyone is interested – that’s an average of 3.34 ‘unique’ congregational
hymns (ie ones that only featured once in 2021) per service, compared with 3.57 unique hymns per service the previous year but
only 3.19 in 2019. Feel free to decide yourself exactly what the .34 of the unique hymn each service looked/sounded like…
2
Sung once to Miles Lane and twice, with a couple of verses omitted, to the longer but even better Diadem.
3
On one of these occasions this was an ‘extra’ hymn, sung by all at the appropriate point in the Gospel reading on the fourth
Sunday of Advent. It’s a return to form for Tell out, my soul, and indeed likewise for For the beauty of the earth, neither of which
featured at all in 2021. The text of the latter, set by John Rutter, was also recorded as a communion anthem in 2021.
1

In addition to the above, other service music (the Murray and Shephard settings, Ukrainian Kyrie,
Roger Jones Sanctus and Agnus Dei etc) was sung multiple times when we were allowed to (some
service music was recorded too), as was the Advent Candle Song sung with a verse added each week
during Advent. Other ‘extras’ occasionally appeared as part of this service music, including on
Maundy Thursday Love is his word at the footwashing and the chant Stay here, and keep watch with
me; in addition to our usual inclusion of psalms during Advent and Lent we recorded a sung psalm
or canticle for each Morning Prayer service, and there were seven choir-only pieces during Carols by
Candlelight.
Almost as interesting as those we did, are the items that we didn’t sing: previously popular pieces
from Father, hear the prayer we offer to When I needed a neighbour, To God be the glory to Immortal,
invisible, God only wise and One more step along the world I go to For Mary, mother of our Lord are
among the well-known hymns that didn’t feature at all in 2021, although the tune for that final one
did pop up with the words I come with joy.
Speaking of tunes, obviously those to which we sing the hymns which appeared more than once
feature prominently, with particular nods to Abbot’s Leigh (three appearances with Father Lord of
all creation and one with Lord, thy church on earth is seeking) and Daily, Daily (There’s a wideness
in God’s mercy three times, plus once with Ye who own the faith of Jesus); elsewhere Ar hyd y nos,
aka All through the night (Lord, we come to ask your healing on two occasions and For the fruits of
his creation on one), and Skye Boat Song (once each with Gather around, for the table is spread,
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind and some Christmas words Hush, little baby) both cropped up three
times.
Last year, then, 277 hymns and songs, alongside psalms, canticles and service music as mentioned,
were included in online and/or in-person worship at All Saints, which is not bad going. However,
(mildly) noteworthy as all of the above is, I have taken to ending these articles with a completely
meaningless statistic or two, so here you go: from the main section (‘General Hymns and Songs’)
from CAHON, in 2021 we sang 100% of the (admittedly only one – points if you can name it!) entry
beginning with the letter U, 67% of the (three) entries beginning with E, and an impressive 44% of
the 59 starting with an A. At the other end of the scale, it’s a poor showing for the one hymn
beginning with V and the two with K, as we sang 0% of these letters’ entries, and hymns whose first
lines start with an S made a barely more impressive dent on our music this year, with only 5% of
them (two out of 37 entries in the book) being sung at All Saints. Make of that what you will…
Ben Noakes
Music Co-ordinator

A reminder that you can sign up for the All Saints newsletter here:
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4
Also, please note that new email addresses for various All Saints people
and organisations (ending @allsaintschurchkh.org)
have been set up and are being introduced.

High days and holy days
2 July – St John Francis Regis
John Francis Regis (1597-1640) could be a patron saint of relief workers. It all began when he was
ordained a Jesuit priest in Toulouse, a town raging with plague. Instead of fleeing for his life, John
Regis decided to stay and minister to the plague victims: somehow he survived, and was then sent
by his bishop to do mission work in Pamiers and Montpellier. For years John taught and preached
Christ’s love, and also put it into action: he collected food for the hungry, clothing for the poor,
visited prisoners, and even set up some homes for desperate ex-prostitutes.
In mid-September of 1640 John had a premonition of his approaching death. He took a three-day
retreat in order to prepare himself calmly for it – and then he went back to work. Over Christmas,
while helping the poor, he caught a chill. By 31 December he was dying of pneumonia, but at peace:
he had been granted a vision of heaven, and could not wait to get there. His was a life well lived –
he was ‘a good and faithful servant’.
6 August – The Transfiguration: a glimpse of glory
It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was popular, when people were seeking him out. But on this day,
he made time to take Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a high mountain. In the 4th
century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as Mount Tabor (and there is a great church up there
today), but others believe it more likely to have been one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon,
which rises to about 9,000 feet, and overlooks Caesarea Philippi. High up on the mountain, Jesus
was suddenly transfigured before his friends. His face began to shine as the sun, his garments
became white and dazzling. Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with him.
A bright cloud overshadowed the disciples. Peter was staggered but, enthusiast that he was,
immediately suggested building three tabernacles on that holy place: one for Jesus, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah. But God’s ‘tabernacling’, God’s dwelling with mankind, does not any longer
depend upon building a shrine. It depends on the presence of Jesus instead. And so a cloud covered
them, and a voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was his beloved Son, whom the disciple
should ‘hear’. God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to Jesus.
Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well, these two men
represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old Testament. But now they are
handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and the Prophets found their true and final
fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. Why on top of a mountain? In Exodus we read that Moses went up
Mount Sinai to receive the sacred covenant from Yahweh in the form of the Ten Commandments.
Now Jesus goes up and is told about the ‘sealing’ of the New Covenant, or New Testament of God
with man, which will be accomplished by his coming death in Jerusalem.
The Eastern Churches have long held the Transfiguration as a feast as important as Christmas,
Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost. But it took a long time for the West to observe the
Transfiguration. The feast starts appearing from the 11th and 12th centuries, and the Prayer Book
included it among the calendar dates, but there was no liturgical provision for it until the 19th
century.
(adapted from www.parishpump.co.uk)

Revue review…
After weeks of rehearsal (though perhaps not quite as many weeks as might have been desired!) and
a hiatus since the last pantomime in February 2020, the All Saints Players finally had the chance to
tread the boards again and took to the stage to perform a variety of sketches, songs, dances, poems,
jokes and general silliness in our Theatrical Revue, all hosted by none other than our very own
compere extraordinaire, who had more costume changes than the rest of the cast put together!
In an eclectic mix of
funny and serious
we were pleased to
welcome some new
faces to our merry
band,
alongside
some stalwarts from
previous shows. A
good time was had
by all – at least all
those on stage – and
it was great to get
back to performing.
Alongside those who
took part, thanks must go to Des and his trusted band of helpers for running the bar and also to my
friends the porters at Aston University for the loan (and delivery) of the staging.

…and panto preview
No sooner had the glitter been swept up after the revue, than thoughts turned to the next
opportunity for dressing up… The Players’ Production Team met in early July to start planning for
the next pantomime.
We’re delighted to announce that we will be putting on Dick Whittington in February 2022!
(Hopefully Saturday 11 February, but we had to go to press before this was confirmed.)
Alongside a variety of acting and chorus opportunities, there will be the chance for anyone
interested to help with scenery, costume, backstage, front of house, lighting, sound and more. If
you’re interested in learning more, please speak to me (wearing the pink feather boa above), Fiona
Briggs (second from the left on the front row) or Ben Noakes (second from the right on the back
row), or email players@allsaintskh.org.uk.
‘Casting’ will take place on Sunday 25 September and rehearsals will begin on Sunday 16 October.
Clare Noakes

Accessing and paying for the magazine
The Saints Alive! magazine is available in digital form on the All Saints website at
www.allsaintskingsheath.org.uk/the-magazine/, with hard copies available to pick up from the back of
church each month (when it is open). The suggested donation for each issue is £1, but cost should not
be a barrier to anyone in the church reading the magazine in either online or printed form. Cash
donations can continue to be made via the slot at the back of church; alternatively a standing order
can be set up to pay in advance for a year’s-worth (10 issues) of the magazine – please see the form
below – or a cheque made payable to All Saints Kings Heath PCC can be sent to the Parish Office
(address is on the back page). The form gives the individual the ability for their payment to go towards
one of three areas – please select the General Purpose Fund (GPF) and delete the other two. Finally,
if you or someone you know would like a copy of the magazine posting out each month then please
contact us as below to arrange this.
Ben & Clare Noakes
Editors

magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org
07967 730156 / 07929 593097

If you bank online, you will be able to use the details below to set up a standing order:
Name:
Reference:

The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church
GPF (magazine)

Account no: 71801163
Sort code: 40-11-15

If you have any problems or questions about setting this up, or the church’s finances in general, please
contact Steve Brittle, Treasurer on 01905 772171 or zena_steveb@btinternet.com.

Getting to know you
We see so many people at church each week, but often we know very little about them. In this
regular article a person from the congregation is interviewed and we get to know each other a bit
better.
What is your name?
Katie Birse.
What is (or was) your day job?
GP trainee.
How long have you been at All Saints?
Just over a year.
What are you currently involved in at church?
I sing in the choir and I have started volunteering at Junior
Church. I am in the 20s and 30s social group.
What has been your most memorable service/event/activity since you’ve been here?
Taking part in the Theatrical Revue on 18 June – really good fun and a lot of laughs!
Do you have a favourite hymn/Bible passage?
I love lots of hymns – so many to choose from. Possible favourite is Praise, my soul, the King of
heaven.
What are you reading at the moment?
I am reading Where Women are Kings by Christie Watson which is a beautiful story with the sounds
of Nigeria and adoption.
Who from history/literature/film would you like strike up a correspondence with and why?
I would like to meet Jane Austen’s Emma because she seems like a lot of fun and I want to know how
her life turns out after she marries Mr Knightley.
Tell us a joke…
Patient: “Well, might as well give me the bad news first.”
Doctor: “The lab called with your test results. They said you have 24 hours to live.”
Patient: “24 HOURS! That’s terrible! What could be worse? What’s the very bad news?”
Doctor: “I’ve been trying to reach you since yesterday.”
If you would like to feature on our Getting to know you page, or to suggest people
whom we could interview for this, please do get in touch!

Who’s Who
Worship (for clergy see back page)
Children’s Worship Co-ordinators

Becky Cuthbert
Grace Storey
Jenny Warbrick
Ben & Clare Noakes

0121 244 7683
07813 322697
0121 444 0260
07967 730156
07929 593097

Sacristan
Altar Linen
Head Server
Electoral Roll Officer
Parish Magazine

Liz Haskins
Paul Smart
Bernice Mattis
Wendy Ross
Tony Price
Tony Cocks
Ben & Clare Noakes

c/o 0121 444 0760
c/o 0121 444 0760
c/o 0121 444 0760
0121 444 1423
01564 824420
0121 441 2945
07967 730156
07929 593097

Finance team
Treasurer
Expenditure Officer
Income Officer
Insurance & Investments
Gift Aid
Envelope Giving Scheme

Steve Brittle
vacant
John Watling
Tony Cocks
Philip & Martha Ann Brookes
Tony Price

Youth Group (year 7 upwards)
Music Co-ordinators

Church upkeep
Vergers

Groups, clubs and organisations
All Saints Ramblers
Badminton Club
Bible Reading Fellowship
Lunch Club
Meditation Group
Safeguarding & Child Protection
Traidcraft

Pam Coley
Gill Parkin
Des Workman
Steve Brittle
Des Workman
Elizabeth Turner
Daniel Wilson
Mary Miles
Gill Parkin

01905 772171
c/o 0121 444 0760
0121 441 5655
0121 444 5655
01564 824420

0121 572 3553
0121 604 6127
0121 443 5292
01905 772171
0121 443 5292
0121 604 6086
0121 449 9869
0121 449 0851
0121 604 6127

Planned giving: All are invited to join the planned giving scheme, contributing by weekly envelope
or banker’s order/standing order. Taxpayers – please sign a Gift Aid declaration for reclaiming of tax
and use of payroll giving if possible. Contact the Finance Team for further information.
Parish Office: For enquiries about baptisms, baby naming services, banns and marriages, please
contact the Parish Office to arrange an appointment at a vestry hour – 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month, 10:00-10:30.

Ministry to the sick: Visiting the sick at home or in hospital – please inform the Ministry Team of
anyone who is sick. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and oil is kept for ministry to the sick.
Ministry of healing: Laying-on of hands and anointing – last Saturday in the month at 09:15 as part
of Morning Prayer, occasional Sunday evenings (as announced), and at home or in hospital as
requested.
Communion of the sick: At home or in hospital, as requested, communion is taken, monthly, to the
long-term sick or housebound.
Other ministries: For blessing of homes, celebrations of anniversaries, thanksgiving after childbirth,
confession and counsel, please contact the Ministry Team.

Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Officers

Lay Vice Chair
Stuart Blissitt

Members Jim Andrew
Margaret Andrew
Fiona Briggs
Martha Ann Brookes
Philip Brookes
Tim Cuthbertson

Secretary
Tony Cocks

Treasurer
Steve Brittle, 01905 772171

Brian Miles
John Parkin (Reader)
Chris Pearce (Warden)
Vivien Tilsley
David Warbrick (Vicar)
Chris Watts

Claire Wesley (Reader)
Daniel Wilson
Sarah Wilson
Des Workman

All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC)
Chair
Facilities Manager
Administrator
Hall & Room Bookings

Andy Savage
Dave Priday
Angela McDermott
Angela McDermott

c/o 0121 444 0760 andy@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
07732 137772
david@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
0121 444 0760
angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
0121 444 0760
angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk

All Saints Community Projects (ASCP)
Chair
All Saints Youth Project

Mary Miles
Vicki Willinger

0121 449 0851
0121 443 1842

The Robin Centre for Older People
Centre Manager

Paula McGrath

0121 483 4400

Ministry Team
Vicar

David Warbrick

4 Vicarage Road, 0121 444 0260

Assistant Curate

Tariro Matsveru

Churchwardens

Chris Pearce

c/o 0121 444 0760
07891 924149

vacant
Licensed Readers

Margaret Healey-Pollett

c/o 0121 444 0760

John Parkin

0121 604 6127

Claire Wesley

0121 444 2778

Reader Emeritus

Mike Cheesbrough

0121 444 5620

Pastoral Team

Juliet Bick, Stuart Blissitt,

0121 444 0260

Becky Frall, Wendy Ross,
David Warbrick, Jenny Warbrick
Prayer Circle

(for confidential prayer requests)

parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org
0121 444 0260

Worship
We have reopened for our 10am Sunday service
and 11:30am Wednesday service.
We will continue to provide an online order of service via the website and newsletter
for those at home.
Up-to-date information can be found at www.allsaintschurchkh.org
and we look forward to seeing you again soon.

All Saints Church, Kings Heath
2 Vicarage Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham B14 7RA
Administrator: Angela McDermott
Parish Office: 0121 444 0760
parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org
www.allsaintschurchkh.org
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