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Catering for the community
07546 946455
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MEALS DELIVERY SERVICE
Are you, or is anyone you know, struggling with meals due to
isolation, or financial hardship during the Coronavirus crisis?
Could you, or they benefit from:
• Low-cost meals delivered to their home?
• Signposting, by one of our caring volunteers, to other support
or advice services, that may be able to give help or
assistance.
For more information:
• Call 07546 946455 between 9.00 – 12 noon. At other
times, please leave a message, and one of our volunteers
will get back to you.
• Email
allsaintscatering@outlook.com

From the vicarage
Dear friends and neighbours,
Hiding in plain sight
Jesus said: ‘When you give charitably, do not sound a trumpet… in the streets that you may be
praised by others. … When you give, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
so that your charity may be done in secret.’ [Matthew 6:2-3] This disciplines us not to be selfcongratulatory, but humble in service.
Yet Jesus also said just beforehand: ‘You are the light of the world. No-one after lighting a lamp hides
it under a bowl, but puts it on a lampstand and it gives light to all in the house.’ [Matthew 5:14-15]
This warns us off false humility and selfish introspection.
I am glad to live, and serve as a priest, in an era when the Church has been humbled, and has to earn
authority every day, rather than presume it has a place in the public conversation. Yet we are
stewards of significant historic physical resources in a busy neighbourhood and take our historic
parochial obligations very seriously. The PCC and family of All Saints companies have been revisiting
the vision that you conceived some 25 years ago, seeing how it has evolved and working out how
we, together, can plan the next steps. We are conscious of many changes around us, as well as the
splendid change of new people who have become part of All Saints since the first ground was broken
for the new building. We want eagerly and humbly to meet the opportunity to put all our resources
to good use for this and the next generation, and want the whole church community and any
interested neighbours and partners to help us look ahead.
In a new booklet published this month, we invite all readers to share in shaping our refreshed vision.
I drifted into this wonderful community 11 years ago. I am still in awe of the vision you have
sustained. I look forward to discovering with you the gifts and insights every interested reader will
bring to our common life. Join us as we work out how to make the very most of the opportunities
our very visible presence presents for discrete and humble service.

David

From the registers
Funerals – we have been privileged to conduct three services in church this month,
and remember:
Judith Best, whose funeral took place on 10 May
Julia ‘Kizzie’ McCabe, whose funeral took place on 24 May
William Gardner, whose funeral took place on 27 May

From the PCC
As Chris Watts wrote in May 2022, I have taken up the ‘baton’ as the next PCC Secretary with my
first meeting as secretary at the latest PCC meeting on Tuesday 17 May; and what an occasion it was,
with Chris Pearce providing the customary drinks and nibbles for the first meeting of the year after
the APCM (fortunate that we were not in a lockdown, so no repercussions from that!). The meeting
got off to an energetic start, more like a race, and as the discussion progressed I attempted to tune
in sufficiently to keep a reasonable record of proceedings.
However, before giving more detail of what was discussed, I should like to take this opportunity of
thanking Chris Watts on everyone’s behalf for his sterling, energetic and conscientious work as PCC
Secretary for some five years while trying to maintain a full-time job – well done Chris, and thank
you. He was also involved as assistant churchwarden during this time, aiding Chris Pearce to add to
his responsibilities, and I am sure you will agree that he deserves a well-earned rest.
It might also be opportune to reflect on the current members of the PCC of which there are some
18. Some of the members have been on the council for more years than they can probably
remember, alongside many newcomers giving a good spread of ages and experience and a means of
passing on the skills to the next generation. It should be remembered that all these people are
volunteers and give their time and effort to ensure the safe and effective running of the church as
well as looking to the future to improve as conditions change.
For myself, some of you will know me but for those that don’t I have been a regular attendee at All
Saints since about 1980 with my wife and my two children (now grown up). Over the years I have
been involved in all sorts of things associated with the church. I am grateful to have got to know so
many people during this time; it’s lovely to walk down the High Street and see someone you know
who goes to the church. I suppose my last major input was as one of two churchwardens from 2006
to 2011 which proved to be a very interesting and lasting experience; I certainly benefited a great
deal from the cut and thrust of the appointment. As churchwarden I regularly attended PCC meetings
so they are quite familiar to me and it is great to be involved again with church matters as part of
such a great team of familiar faces.
Back to the last meeting:
Finance: The treasurer elaborated that the current status of the church income and expenditure in
isolation is currently in credit although this does not include for the necessary essential major repairs
on the tower to secure the building for future generations. Some Gift Aid refund claimed by the
finance team from the Government has been received and is a very welcome addition to the income.
This actually takes a great deal of time to prepare so all credit to the finance team for their
perseverance with this.
Average regular giving appears to have gone down a small amount in the last 12 months. There was
some comment regarding managing this and it would appear that the blue envelopes require the
greatest amount of work to process as they have to be opened, counted and recorded and the Gift
Aid determined; plate giving was next, but the overall favourite was regular giving by standing order
which involved very little work for the finance team.

The treasurer concluded by commenting that, to provide more security overall when considering the
current financial situation in the UK, he would like to speak to the congregation shortly to raise more
from regular giving.
With regard to the overall picture including the Development Company and the Church Centre the
net worth of the site currently stands at circa £177K, although there is still circa £10K debt on the
loan to be repaid to the diocese which the treasurer expects to be repaid within the year.
Vision Review: A small group has been meeting to discuss the future of the church and its work
under the title of Vision Review. This also includes a review of the Values Statement currently posted
near the south door of the church. Details are still under wraps but it is expected that a presentation
from the group is likely in the next month or two when all will be revealed.
Safeguarding: This has had a regular slot on the PCC agenda, being a very important aspect of church
activities. Monthly reports have been prepared by the safeguarding committee for discussion by the
PCC. Completion of volunteer forms are now a mandatory requirement for any volunteers within
the church environment including sidespeople on welcome duty at church services, and all
volunteers of any function have now completed a form.
One member of the congregation has now completed a course in respect of domestic violence and
this is a very welcome to the team managing this essential work.
It is pleasing to be able to report that there have been no safeguarding incidents to date.
Churchwarden: The churchwarden was thanked for all his input into managing the repairs to the
church and also for dealing with the church’s interface with the demolition of International Stock
adjacent to the Memorial Garden on the north side of the church. It might also be opportune to
thank Don Stacey and a small team of gardeners who have redeveloped the Memorial Garden and
now maintain it with such care.
The matter of the next churchwarden(s) was raised, Chris Pearce having now done three years; it
would now be necessary to start considering prospective candidates for a new churchwarden to
replace Chris in April 2023 and preferable for two churchwardens, which is the usual arrangement.
This would give time for the new churchwarden(s) to get some advanced instruction as to what the
role entails.
The churchwarden also commented that he had reached an impasse with how to deal with the large
number of pigeons in the Village Square. While they are regularly provided with food by the people
in the community it is unlikely that their presence will diminish. This does mean that the ongoing
problem of their waste in the Square and on the church building is unlikely to be solved.
New church website: The team working on this reported that the new church website is now live,
and they have had favourable feedback as well as receiving some donations as a result of the
enhanced finance section. They did say however that as time progresses there are likely to be ways
that it can be improved further. There is an increase in cost for maintaining the new website but it
was agreed that the improvements were considered worth the extra cost. It should be noted that
this website is exclusively for church matters and the Church Centre has a separate website that runs
in parallel. The team requested that more recent photos would be welcome if anyone has any.

Christian Aid Week: Christian Aid envelopes have been delivered to a number of streets in the parish
but at the time of writing the amounts collected are unknown. Readers are reminded that for
Christian Aid on Saturday 16 July there is a Zimbabwean evening of songs, the history of the country,
and food from Zimbabwe hosted by our Assistant Curate Tariro Matsveru, who is from Zimbabwe,
to which all are welcome and tickets are available for purchase in advance.
Church services: David Warbrick said that the 8am service would be recommencing on Sunday 22
May. It was agreed in the meeting that provision of wine would be reinstated at the Eucharist
services, also commencing on 22 May. The general consensus was that this was acceptable so long
as it was clear to those taking part that it was their personal choice.
Tariro tabled a proposal for a re-formatted 6:30pm Sunday service, principally aimed at those of age
20 and 30 years. It was an extension of the young persons’ group which currently meets about once
a month. It was not intended that it would be a Eucharist service, just worship. Each week in the
month would have a different format, essentially as follows:
Week 1: Simple Evening Prayer with short reflection
Week 2: Testimony and story-sharing Sunday
Week 3: Iona/Taizé Sunday/meditative
Week 4: Devotional worship
Week 5 (if it occurs): BCP Evening Prayer
Social media: A small team is developing a policy defining how the church will present itself and
how, on social media.
Beyond Belief: Discussion took place about a recent BBC Radio 4 programme called Beyond Belief
about how religious organisations can be more inclusive towards people with autism and other
neurodiverse conditions. It was agreed that consideration should be given to this and in the first
place the Values Statement and the Blue Book updated accordingly.
Next Meetings: These are scheduled as follows:
SC Meetings: 21 June, 18 October, 20 December 2022
PCC Meetings: 19 July, 20 September, 15 November 2022
Tony Cocks
PCC Secretary

A reminder that you can sign up for the All Saints newsletter here:
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/o7a2q4
Also, please note that new email addresses for various All Saints people
and organisations (ending @allsaintschurchkh.org)
have been set up and are being introduced.

Saving money on energy

As gas and electricity bills continue to rise, many thanks to John Parkin for passing on these tips
from Eco Sutton on reducing costs.
Reducing your gas bill
Russia supplies the UK with approximately 5% of our annual gas demand. To save money on your
gas bill you can do the following (the more you do, the larger the saving):
Boiler
The large round knob on the front of your boiler needs to be set at 60°C. This is hot enough to kill
any legionella disease in the pipes; set any higher, you are wasting gas. Have your boiler maintained
every year – in the summer for maximum efficiency. Do not leave this until the start of winter as you
may have to wait for a gas engineer. Any gas boiler over 15 years old needs to be replaced for a more
efficient boiler, saving you money.
If you are on benefits, you may be able to access the Warm Home Discount scheme and get money
off your gas bill.
Controller/Thermostat
Put this in the room you are in the most. All rooms being used should be set at 18°C, bathrooms
21°C. Turning down your thermostat by one degree will save you approximately 10% of your gas bill.
You will probably not notice the difference (it takes two weeks for your body to acclimatise to a new
temperature).
Check the on and off settings on your controller for your heating are still relevant: when was the last
time you checked this? For a finer control of your heating costs, buy a seven-day controller. On a
Sunday, programme it according to your diary for the following week. The tighter you control the
timings of your heating coming on the greater savings you will make.
Time your heating to turn off half an hour before you leave the house. When going on holiday or for
a weekend, set the heating to come on in the early morning for a couple of hours, or leave it on the
frost setting.
Radiators
If you don’t have thermostatic radiator valves (TRV), fit them. Turn the TRV to the frost setting in
any room you are not using. Suspend sheets of foil from the brackets of your radiator to reflect the
heat away from the wall and into the room. Approximate saving per radiator is £20 per annum.
When installing radiators, put them on internal walls.
Windows
If your double glazing is over 15 years old, consider upgrading. The modern double glazing is very
efficient at keeping in the heat in a room. If you have a single glazed window or leaded window,
make or buy a padded covering that covers the window and can be attached to the window frame
by Velcro. Put this up each day in the winter as the sun goes down; this is especially useful on landing
windows where the cold air from the window rolls down the stairs into the hall. See if this is
happening in your house.

Make or have made thermal linings for your curtains. This adds another layer of insulation to your
window. Buy them for the largest curtains first – once the sun has gone off the windows of a room,
close the curtains. Have two sets of curtains and put up a heavy set of curtains in the autumn.
Draughtproof all doors and windows; renew any mastic that has come away on the outside of the
windows. Put a double-glazed porch on your front door.
Conservatory
Do not put any heating in an uninsulated conservatory as it probably has a very thin plastic roof.
Insulate the roof with a thick layer of insulation – the thicker the better.
Loft insulation
The recommended thickness of loft insulation around and above the ceiling joists is 11 inches or 275
millimetres. This will come above the ceiling joists. Clear out the junk in your loft, sell off what you
don’t need and use the money towards the insulation. Look for any holes in the roof and repair them.
Cavity wall
If you have a cavity wall, all the bricks are laid lengthwise along the length of the wall; get some
quotes for having it filled. This will make you more comfortable in the winter and cooler in the
summer.
Alternative sources of heat
Consider a Defra-exempt wood stove, as all of Birmingham is a smokeless zone. Get it fitted by a
HETAS engineer, otherwise it will not comply with building regulations. They are now very efficient
and do not produce much carbon dioxide or particulates; however they do require physical effort to
move the wood around etc. Air source heat pumps are available; ensure sized to meet your
maximum winter heat and hot water requirements. Ground source heat pumps are a high capital
cost.
Night storage heaters on a lower Economy 7 tariff: the modern heaters are more efficient than the
old bulky ones coupled with a good thermostat/controller. Consider photovoltaic solar panels on
your roof, which will reduce your electricity bill over the year. When you buy PV panels you are fixing
the price of a proportion of your annual electricity demand for the next 30 years. As electricity prices
are predicted to go up 100% in the next five years your savings will increase, reducing the payback
period. When you heat a room you only feel comfortable when the walls are sending back shortwave
heat radiation which your body can feel. Start wearing more clothes around the house, and use
wraps and rugs when you are sitting for a long time.
Reducing your electricity bill
Get a smart meter and set the electricity rate to what you are paying. This will allow you to accurately
monitor the cost of your electricity bills. Make sure the meter installed is a SMETS2.
Kitchen
Go around the kitchen and unplug all the appliances you never use. Sell them at a car boot or dispose
at the small electrical skip at the tip. Try to place fridges/freezers on an outside wall or in a cooler
room. Cool leftovers before putting in the fridge, and keep the fridge door open for the minimum
time. If you have room in the door fill plastic bottles with water to maintain the temperature in the
fridge. In the summer you will have cool water to drink. A self-defrosting fridge uses more energy
than a normal fridge.

Chest freezers use less energy than upright freezers. Fill your freezer with bread to maintain a low
temperature. Label all food with content and use by date and review weekly. Defrost your freezer
when you see ice build up at the back, and check all the door seals. Always make sure the doors are
fully closed. Pull out the fridge/freezer once a year and vacuum the coils at the back.
When upgrading appliances always buy the highest energy rating you can afford. Upgrade to an
induction hob. When boiling your kettle, boil enough water for the cups/mugs you need or boil more
water and put the remainder in a thermos flask kept by the kettle. Use a microwave for cooking
whenever possible. Fill your washing machine; no part-loads. Wash on a low temperature. Do not
wear your clothes once and wash. In summer dry your clothes outside or in a conservatory. Do not
drape clothes over a radiator to dry – it increases your heating bill.
Lights
Replace all your bulbs with LED bulbs now and start saving money: they use half the electricity of
low-energy bulbs. Buy warm white bulbs for your home. Choose LED lights with the high rating of
AA – very useful for lights left on all night, eg landing, kids’ bedrooms, toilet etc. Turn out all lights
when you leave a room, and go around the house and remove any unnecessary lights or take the
bulbs out. Check that all outside lights are not on in the day. Consider lighting children’s rooms with
solar-powered lights strung around their room.
Consider putting solar panels on your house or outbuildings. This will fix the cost of approximately
35% of your electricity bill for the next 30 years. This means your savings will increase and your
payback period will decrease as the cost of electricity is predicted to double in the next 10 years. By
carefully monitoring your electricity use and putting on appliances, showers, washing machines,
dishwashers etc when solar production is high, this percentage can go up. You will also be paid a
small amount for the electricity you export to the grid.
Computers
Turn off all the peripherals you are not using. Replace all single use batteries with rechargeable
batteries and buy a solar battery charger to charge them.
Move your electricity supply to a 100% renewable energy supplier, eg Good Energy or Ecotricity. Try
to unplug all things on standby except if is going to take you five minutes to reprogramme the
appliance every time you use it.

Cake sale
As part of my Chief Scout award, I have to undertake an event to raise
money for charity, and I’ve chosen to do a cake sale on Sunday 26 June
after the 10am service to raise money for Birch, a local charity which
helps asylum seekers (https://birchnetwork.org/).
If anyone would like to support me in this, please bring a little cash on
26 June to buy a homemade cake and help this cause – a win-win
situation for all involved!
Olly Noakes

Music Matters

‘May God give us faith to sing always’: marking Music Sunday with a pair of favourite hymns about
singing (and the answers to last month’s puzzles!).
On Sunday 12 June we have chosen a couple of pieces, looked at in more detail below, to mark the
Royal School of Church Music’s annual Music Sunday which, as per the RSCM website, ‘is a fabulous
opportunity … to celebrate the role of church music in worship and the dedication of all our church
musicians’. Music Sunday ‘is a day to connect in spirit with the whole of the RSCM’.
The RSCM, of which All Saints is a member (do let us know, or check out https://www.rscm.org.uk/,
if you would like to find out more about the organisation, its activities and publications), enables the
flourishing of church music, encouraging and resourcing churches, musicians and church
communities of all kinds and working to inspire the church musicians of the future.
When, in our music, God is glorified
This five-verse hymn is a celebration throughout of praising God through music: in verse 1 ‘it is as
though the whole creation cried: Alleluia’; in the next we wonder ‘how often, making music, we have
found / a new dimension in the world of sound’. Reference is made to the Church ‘in liturgy and
song’ bearing witness ‘to the truth in ev’ry tongue’ and to Jesus singing ‘a psalm that night / when
utmost evil strove against the Light’ before in the final stanza we simply: ‘Let ev’ry instrument be
tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!’ These words are from the pen of the
prolific 20th-century writer Fred Pratt Green, a Methodist minister who created, according to a
quotation from 1971 at www.hymnary.org, hymns ‘that fill the gap between the hymns of the first
part of this century and the “far-out” compositions that have crowded into some churches in the
last decade or more’, and whom we have to thank for, among others (spoiler alert for one of the
answers below…), An upper room, For the fruits of his creation and Long ago, prophets knew.
We sing these words to the tune Engelberg, which was originally written by the Irish composer
Charles Villiers Stanford (whose joyful setting of Psalm 150 we sang at Pentecost on the Sunday also
marking Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee) for the hymn For all the saints and first published
alongside that text in the 1904 edition of Hymns Ancient & Modern. Given that by the 1906 edition
of The English Hymnal those words appeared set to Ralph Vaughan Williams’ mighty Sine nomine,
one of the finest hymn tunes ever written, we should be grateful to Green for providing another text
to ensure that Engelberg is still sung (it does also appear in our book with the words Let us rejoice
by Martin E Leckebusch) – it’s a slightly unusual tune that packs just the right amount of invention
within its range of an octave to interest rather than wrongfoot the singer. On this occasion we will
be singing When, in our music… as set by John Wilson, a masterful arranger of hymns and composer
of descants.
Let all the world in every corner sing
Another spoiler alert for a quiz answer below – Let all the world… was written by George Herbert, a
Welsh poet and priest (of the wonderfully-named, sadly now defunct parish of Fugglestone St Peter
in Wiltshire) and first published posthumously in 1633. More than 90 of Herbert’s poems have been
set to music, and other familiar texts of his include Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life, King of glory,
King of peace and Teach me, my God and King.
Let all the world… is the only hymn in our book with the metre 10 4 66 66 10 4 (ie the first line has
10 syllables, the next line four, and so on; When, in our music…, at 10 10 10 4, is also distinctive with
Engelberg and Sine nomine again the only pieces in Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New with that

metre) and it has been set to various tunes, including Undique Gloria by George Job Elvey. This is a
perfectly decent tune and worth listening to, particularly for the interestingly urgent way in which
the final ‘Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing / my God and King!’ is introduced, but it does sit
somewhat in the shadow of Luckington, the tune which we use.
Luckington was composed by English organist Basil Harwood (who also wrote, among others,
Thornbury to which we sing Thy hand, O God, has guided with its distinctive last phrase: ‘One Church,
one Faith, one Lord’), and is a really good sing – indeed it’s such a shame that Let all the world… only
has two verses that we normally repeat verse 1 at the end so that we can have three runs through
the tune! It includes some great ‘word painting’, with the tune rising up to a top D on the lines ‘The
heav’ns are not too high, / his praise may thither fly’ before descending more than an octave lower
for ‘the earth is not too low, / his praises there may grow’ in verse 1. Vaughan Williams (he pops up
everywhere, doesn’t he…?) also composed an excellent setting of Herbert’s words, which is well
worth checking out too.
Now, to put you out of your misery, below are the answers to the short musical quizzes posed last
month – firstly, we gave you some last lines from hymns and songs in Complete Anglican Hymns Old
& New and asked for the first line of each:
And ever let there rise to thee glad hymns of praise from land and sea
Eternal Father, strong to save
And go tell ev’ryone the news that God’s kingdom has come
God’s Spirit is in my heart
And our hearts confess him King of glory now
At the name of Jesus
Christ doth call one and all: ye who follow shall not fall
All my hope on God is founded
God, in us abolish faction, God, through us your love make known
Father, Lord of all creation
‘Go in my name, and because you believe, others will know that I live’
God forgave my sin (Freely, freely)
He on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic Feast
Alleluia, sing to Jesus
Here is one flock, one Shepherd-King; here is one faith, one heart, one mind
Forth in the peace of Christ we go
Of the best that thou hast given earth and heaven render thee
Angel-voices ever singing
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too
Brother, sister, let me serve you
Take seeds of his spirit, let the fruit grow, tell the people of Jesus, let his love show
Colours of day
There for ever may we sing alleluias to our King
As with gladness men of old
Till we become the place wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling
Come down, O Love divine
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea
God is working his purpose out
Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourselves find blessing
Good King Wenceslas

We then asked which authors and composers were responsible for the following texts and tunes:
Amazing grace [verses 1-4] and Glorious things of thee are spoken
John Newton
Awake, my soul, and with the sun and Glory to thee, my God, this night
Thomas Ken
Beauty for brokenness and From heaven you came
Graham Kendrick
Come, thou long-expected Jesus and O for a thousand tongues to sing
Charles Wesley
For the fruits of his creation and Long ago, prophets knew
Fred Pratt Green
Inspired by love and anger and Will you come and follow me [two people]
John L Bell & Graham Maule
Let all the world in every corner sing and Teach me, my God and King
George Herbert
Lord, for the years and Tell out, my soul
Timothy Dudley-Smith
O God, our help in ages past and When I survey the wondrous cross
Isaac Watts
Once in royal David’s city and There is a green hill far away
Cecil Frances Alexander
All things bright and beautiful (er, All things bright and beautiful) and Eventide (Abide with me)
William Henry Monk
Gopsal (Rejoice, the Lord is King) and Maccabaeus (Thine be the glory)
George Frideric Handel
Laudate dominum (O praise ye the Lord!) and Repton (Dear Lord and Father of mankind)
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry
Salve festa dies (Hail thee, Festival Day) and Sine nomine (For all the saints)
Ralph Vaughan Williams
Song 1 (O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray) and Song 34 (Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go)
Orlando Gibbons
And finally, these hymns all took their inspirations from the book of Psalms, as follows:
All people that on earth do dwell
As the deer pants for the water
Hail to the Lord’s anointed
I lift my eyes to the quiet hills
Praise him on the trumpet
The King of love my shepherd is

Psalm 100
Psalm 42
Psalm 72
Psalm 121
Psalm 150
Psalm 23

We hope that the above has encouraged you to leaf through the hymnbook, and perhaps seek out
texts and tunes which you are unfamiliar with – and do remember, if there is a particular song that
you would like to hear included at All Saints then please come and talk to us about it!
Ben Noakes
Music Co-ordinator

Traidcraft news
Gill Parkin (Traidcraft Co-ordinator) writes: As has become our custom, I recently sent a donation
to Traidcraft Exchange, the charity associated with Traidcraft plc: £400 was donated towards their
Easter Appeal, called ‘Small Farm Strong Business’. As global food and fuel prices rise drastically,
the farmers that Traidcraft Exchange works alongside in Kenya are feeling the effects. Money
raised will help to boost local food production and enable people to turn their farms into successful
businesses. This email response from Traidcraft Exchange gives more information about what they
are trying to do.
Dear Gill,
Thank you for your generous donation of £400, to our Small Farm Strong
Business Easter Appeal, generated from your Traidcraft stall at All Saints
Church. Your gift will make a valuable contribution to our work, helping
farmers build strong businesses which support them and their families
through the most difficult times.
We know trade done well can be so much more than just a route out of poverty. It can provide the
freedom and security for people to determine their own futures. Your support will allow farmers like
Joyce Wakiini Muriithi to transform their farms into businesses.
‘I have been a farmer all my working life, though not all of it here in Ngare Ndare,’ Joyce describes.
Joyce grew up on her family’s farm: ‘That was when farming got into my blood. Now the jembe (hoe)
is my pen, and the farm is my office.’
With a lifetime of farming experience, and her new skills in crop management and budgeting, Joyce
can now sell her produce at better prices. She says that previously ‘we were just farming best we
knew, with problems dogging us continually here and there’. Now, Joyce’s yields have increased, and
she has been able to purchase building materials for a new house with money from her farm.
Farming can be unpredictable, but the farming-as-a-business model gives people like Joyce, and their
communities, the resources to be resilient during times of hardship. Your support will help us reach
even more farmers as they create a brighter future for themselves and their families.
Thank you so much for choosing to support these communities, we are truly grateful for your kind
donation.
With warmest wishes,
Karen Smith
Fundraising Administrator, Traidcraft Exchange

Warden’s musings
It’s the end of the Jubilee weekend and hopefully you’ve had fun, whether you’re an ardent royalist
or a staunch republican – or maybe somewhere in between? We enjoyed the extra two days off and
spent most of it working on the house and garden but we did stop to watch the party from the palace
with some friends and a delicious carpet-picnic (including cake, of course)… Both young and old
enjoyed the Queen taking afternoon tea with Paddington Bear – I wonder if the world would be a
happier place if all world leaders were prepared to sit down and have tea with a fictional children’s
character for the entertainment of the public and the delight of children? Lin-Manuel Miranda’s riff
on ‘New York to Queens’ and the cast of Hamilton were also a big hit in our household. Let’s just say
that one member of the family knows every word. I wasn’t so convinced by Sir Rod Stewart singing
(I think that word just about applies) Sweet Caroline although I’ll be happy if I can dance around like
that at 77 years old – luckily the audience helped him out… Poor Prince Charles didn’t seem to be
able to wave his Union Jack in time but Camilla had it down to a tee, so she can be his rhythm section.

I think it’s important to celebrate a little in life – it is easy to look at all the bunting, lights, extra food
etc and think of the cost and the carbon footprint and what we could have done with the money,
but an event that brings people together and the genuine affection shown for a senior woman is,
perhaps, even more important. Stephen Fry’s joke about the Queen having had to tolerate countless
Prime Ministers, and Lee Mack referencing ‘party’ and ‘gate’ were an added bonus.
BBC Radio 4’s More or Less reported that the likely cost of the celebrations was about £2.50 per
household. Not, as someone tweeted, £38,000 per household (resulting from putting the decimal
point in the wrong place). I do like More or Less. If you haven’t heard it before, it analyses data and
statistics from media reports to check their accuracy. Often there are discrepancies, or
unacknowledged assumptions. This week’s programme, now on catch-up on BBC Sounds, also spoke
about gas prices: a subject close to my heart.
It mentioned the closure in 2017 of the Rough gas storage facility – an old oil field in the North Sea
off Lincolnshire which we used to pump gas back into during the summer months (when gas demand
is lower and it is therefore relatively cheap) and then let out in the winter (when demand is higher
and the price is high). Back in 2006 I was working on developing new gas storage projects for E.ON they never got built because the economics didn’t stack up. We knew back then, even with the Rough
facility, that we were very short of gas storage compared to some countries in Europe. We had the
North Sea oil and gas fields to rely on – but they are running out. Our government in 2017 decided

that it was fine to rely on being able to buy gas cheap from Norway and Russia (delivered via Europe)
and so it wasn’t worth refurbishing the Rough facility – at the time this made economic sense. But
this kind of energy infrastructure takes years (up to a decade) to build and needs long-term strategic
planning – not popular when you want to get re-elected in four years.
The Rough facility wouldn’t have solved the gas price problem but it would have avoided some of
the price swings and probably saved us all a bit of money now. Who knows what will happen when
winter returns.
I’m reading a Tom Clancy book at the moment and in it he references a leader of the USSR, which
made me ponder how many leaders there have been of Russia. Since the end of WWI when the tars
were overthrown and Lenin came to power as the first leader of the communist regime, there have
been six notable leaders whose names I recognised over a hundred years. The current incumbent
has held power for over 20 years. What was interesting is that these various leaders have swung
politics radically back and forth. By contrast the democracy in Germany, where no party has overall
control, leads to more compromise and seeking the middle ground. Something for me to ponder
further.
I was given a book subscription for my birthday this year from an independent bookseller, so I’m
hoping to finish my Tom Clancy thriller soon as I’ll have a new mystery book delivered every month
for six months. I’m looking forward to discovering some new authors, and hoping that they have a
good system to work out from the answers I gave on their questionnaire what kind of book may
appeal. I think they are actually chosen by real people not a computer! I consider I have quite eclectic
taste and I’ve enjoyed reading recommendations from friends in the past; although I might be about
to find out my book taste is not eclectic enough! I think I’ve only given up reading a book four or five
times. I read quite slowly (compared to Becky who seems to be able to read a book in a few hours;
although she won’t remember its title within a couple of days!) – as an engineer I read ‘thoroughly’
(probably just as well as I’m looking at nuclear safety documents most of the time). Anyway, I feel
that it is quite an investment of my time actually to start a book so don’t like to give up partway even
if I’m not enjoying it. Two of the books I never finished, I consider I’m just taking an extended break:
one is a history of Britain – I’ve started it twice but can’t seem to get much past the Vikings… Twice
I started reading The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco. I like the idea of reading it but it just doesn’t
seem to work out… Perhaps we could have a magazine article entitled ‘Books I’ve almost read…’ –
might be quite enlightening? [I’ll give you Catch-22 as a starter for 10 here – no matter how hard I
try I’ve not got to the end of it yet… – Ed]
Given how many good books there are in the world, and how
slowly I read, I really shouldn’t reread the Harry Potter books
or the Lord of the Rings trilogy again – but sometimes you
need a comfort blanket and to lose yourself in a fantasy
world (or maybe it’s just the pointy wizard hats…?). I suppose
it’s either that or go into politics?
Chris Pearce
Churchwarden

High days and holy days
5 June (this year) – Pentecost
We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ – because long ago children marched to church in white
on that day. No processions nowadays, and we’ve even changed its name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’,
which is more accurate but needs explaining.
Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after Easter. The year Jesus
was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the remnant of his followers, just 120 of them,
were together in an upper room in Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces in case the
authorities arrested them. But on the day of Passover they had an amazing collective experience.
They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and confidence. Afraid
no longer, they burst out on to the streets where crowds were gathering for the festival; led by Peter
they began to tell them about Jesus and his resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people
in the crowd were foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own tongue.
Peter told them that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old prophecy when God would
pour out his Spirit on the human race, men and women, young and old.
As a result of his words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3,000 people believed and were baptised
in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in a hundred years would be a Church that
would turn history upside-down. For Christians, Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the Church.
Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It wasn’t helped by the
earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The Spirit is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a precious gift.
12 June (this year) – Trinity Sunday
The Trinity is easier to say than to explain. Christians believe in one God, made up of three equal
persons. It is fundamental to the Nicene Creed, which sets out the definitive doctrine of the Trinity
for more than two billion Christians worldwide, including all Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox,
Anglicans, Lutherans, Presbyterians and Reformed Christians.
The theologian Ian Paul, writing on the Book of Revelation, points out that chapter five has a
wonderful depiction of the Trinity in action. He writes: ‘Another figure appears in the drama, the lion
who looks like a lamb. … Here is the one who fulfils the hopes of God’s people Israel, as the promised
anointed Davidic king who was to come. Here is one who is fierce and powerful enough to conquer
their enemies, and tear them apart.
‘And yet when John sees him, he is like a weak and vulnerable lamb who has been slaughtered, just
as the Passover lamb eaten by the people, the suffering servant who was “wounded for our
transgressions” and the lamb offered as an atoning sacrifice. He is the one who was slain,
but now stands, and shares the throne with God, and with him sends the Spirit to enact his will on
earth. Here we have the most explicit (and perhaps the most complex) Trinitarian statement in the
whole New Testament.’
(adapted from www.parishpump.co.uk)

Accessing and paying for the magazine
The Saints Alive! magazine is available in digital form on the All Saints website at
www.allsaintskingsheath.org.uk/the-magazine/, with hard copies available to pick up from the back of
church each month (when it is open). The suggested donation for each issue is £1, but cost should not
be a barrier to anyone in the church reading the magazine in either online or printed form. Cash
donations can continue to be made via the slot at the back of church; alternatively a standing order
can be set up to pay in advance for a year’s-worth (10 issues) of the magazine – please see the form
below – or a cheque made payable to All Saints Kings Heath PCC can be sent to the Parish Office
(address is on the back page). The form gives the individual the ability for their payment to go towards
one of three areas – please select the General Purpose Fund (GPF) and delete the other two. Finally,
if you or someone you know would like a copy of the magazine posting out each month then please
contact us as below to arrange this.
Ben & Clare Noakes
Editors

magazine@allsaintschurchkh.org
07967 730156 / 07929 593097

If you bank online, you will be able to use the details below to set up a standing order:
Name:
Reference:

The Parochial Church Council of All Saints Church
GPF (magazine)

Account no: 71801163
Sort code: 40-11-15

If you have any problems or questions about setting this up, or the church’s finances in general, please
contact Steve Brittle, Treasurer on 01905 772171 or zena_steveb@btinternet.com.

Who’s Who
Worship (for clergy see back page)
Children’s Worship Co-ordinators

Becky Cuthbert
Grace Storey
Jenny Warbrick
Ben & Clare Noakes

0121 244 7683
07813 322697
0121 444 0260
07967 730156
07929 593097

Sacristan
Altar Linen
Head Server
Electoral Roll Officer
Parish Magazine

Liz Haskins
Paul Smart
Bernice Mattis
Wendy Ross
Tony Price
Tony Cocks
Ben & Clare Noakes

c/o 0121 444 0760
c/o 0121 444 0760
c/o 0121 444 0760
0121 444 1423
01564 824420
0121 441 2945
07967 730156
07929 593097

Finance team
Treasurer
Expenditure Officer
Income Officer
Insurance & Investments
Gift Aid
Envelope Giving Scheme

Steve Brittle
Vacant
John Watling
Tony Cocks
Philip & Martha Ann Brookes
Tony Price

Youth Group (year 7 upwards)
Music Co-ordinators

Church upkeep
Vergers

Groups, clubs and organisations
All Saints Ramblers
Badminton Club
Bible Reading Fellowship
Lunch Club
Meditation Group
Safeguarding & Child Protection
Traidcraft

Pam Coley
Gill Parkin
Des Workman
Steve Brittle
Des Workman
Elizabeth Turner
Daniel Wilson
Mary Miles
Gill Parkin

01905 772171
c/o 0121 444 0760
0121 441 5655
0121 444 5655
01564 824420

0121 572 3553
0121 604 6127
0121 443 5292
01905 772171
0121 443 5292
0121 604 6086
0121 449 9869
0121 449 0851
0121 604 6127

Planned giving: All are invited to join the planned giving scheme, contributing by weekly envelope
or banker’s order/standing order. Taxpayers – please sign a Gift Aid declaration for reclaiming of tax
and use of payroll giving if possible. Contact the Finance Team for further information.
Parish Office: For enquiries about baptisms, baby naming services, banns and marriages, please
contact the Parish Office to arrange an appointment at a vestry hour – 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month, 10:00-10:30.

Ministry to the sick: Visiting the sick at home or in hospital – please inform the Ministry Team of
anyone who is sick. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and oil is kept for ministry to the sick.
Ministry of healing: Laying-on of hands and anointing – last Saturday in the month at 09:15 as part
of Morning Prayer, occasional Sunday evenings (as announced), and at home or in hospital as
requested.
Communion of the sick: At home or in hospital, as requested, communion is taken, monthly, to the
long-term sick or housebound.
Other ministries: For blessing of homes, celebrations of anniversaries, thanksgiving after childbirth,
confession and counsel, please contact the Ministry Team.

Parochial Church Council (PCC)
Officers

Lay Vice Chair
Stuart Blissitt

Members Jim Andrew
Margaret Andrew
Fiona Briggs
Martha Ann Brookes
Philip Brookes
Andy Cuthbert
Tim Cuthbertson

Secretary
Tony Cocks

Treasurer
Steve Brittle, 01905 772171

Liz Fletcher
Marilyn Hull
Brian Miles
John Parkin (Reader)
Chris Pearce (Warden)
Vivien Tilsley
David Warbrick (Vicar)

Chris Watts (Warden)
Claire Wesley (Reader)
Daniel Wilson
Sarah Wilson
Des Workman

All Saints Community Development Company (ASCDC)
Chair
Facilities Manager
Administrator
Hall & Room Bookings

Andy Savage
Dave Priday
Angela McDermott
Jayne Fitzpatrick

c/o 0121 444 0760 andy@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
07732 137772
david@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
0121 444 0760
angela@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
0121 443 4579
jayne@allsaints-cdc.co.uk
(9:30am-1:30pm, Tuesdays & Thursdays)

All Saints Community Projects (ASCP)
Chair
All Saints Youth Project

Mary Miles
Vicki Willinger

0121 449 0851
0121 443 1842

The Robin Centre for Older People
Centre Manager

Paula McGrath

0121 483 4400

Ministry Team
Vicar

David Warbrick

Assistant Curate

Tariro Matsveru

Churchwardens

Chris Pearce

07891 924149

Chris Watts

07980 639856

Licensed Readers

4 Vicarage Road, 0121 444 0260
c/o 0121 444 0760

Margaret Healey-Pollett

c/o 0121 444 0760

John Parkin

0121 604 6127

Claire Wesley

0121 444 2778

Reader Emeritus

Mike Cheesbrough

0121 444 5620

Pastoral Team

Juliet Bick, Stuart Blissitt,

0121 444 0260

Becky Frall, Wendy Ross,
David Warbrick, Jenny Warbrick
Prayer Circle

(for confidential prayer requests)

parishoffice@allsaintschurchkh.org
0121 444 0260

Worship
We have reopened for our 10am Sunday service
and 11:30am Wednesday service.
We will continue to provide an online order of service via the website and newsletter
for those at home.
Up-to-date information can be found at www.allsaintskingsheath.org.uk
and we look forward to seeing you again soon.
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